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A WORD FROM THE PRODUCERS

We are so pleased to be at the Gershwin Theatre with all of you tonight for the
fourth annual Arts for Autism Concert. It's wonderful to see familiar faces from
previous years and to have so many new people with us, too. Whether it's your
first time or not, the evening is always filled with “firsts” for so many here. Every
year more than 150 students from across the country step onto the Gershwin
stage to perform on Broadway for the first time. They are joined by a featured
young artist on the spectrum who also make their first appearance on
Broadway. For some of you, the show also provides a “first” glimpse of what it
means to have autism.

As the event has grown over the years, its impact and reach have expanded. In
addition to raising more money we continue to share people’s stories, increase
awareness and encourage acceptance; casting a wider net with each show. The
show's reach extends beyond the audience to include each student performer,
their families, guest speakers, the Broadway performers and our entire behind-
the-scenes crew. It continues to extend to each person that they share their story
with after the show.

In past years, we have dedicated the show to parents and siblings of people on
the spectrum. This year we dedicate the show to the care-givers and teachers who
support them. Once again we have a blockbuster Broadway cast ready to bring the
house down along with added energy and excitement of more than 185 talented
students joining them on stage!

After our “first” show, we didn’t think we would ever be able to top it. We didn’t
think we would ever feel the same level of excitement and emotion. We were
wrong. We are delighted to be here once again to share in your excitement, to see
the laughter, to see the tears and to talk to all of you about your “first” Arts for
Autism.

Jacgue and Michael
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Kelli O’Hara Will Chase Adam Jacobs Betsy Wolfe

Tony Award Winner Tony Award nominee Aladdin Waitress
The King and | The Mystery of Edwin
Drood

Teal Wicks Dee Roscioli Tory Trowbridge Phoenix Best
The Cher Show The Cher Show The Cher Show Dear Evan Hansen
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Kara Lindsay Jelani Remy John Michael Dias Libby Servais
Wicked Ain’t Too Proud Jersey Boys Wicked
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Jennifer Noble Jacque Carnahan McKynleigh Abraham Katie Mollison
King Kong Cindarella Beautiful, The Carole Billy Elliot
National Tour King Musical Australia



Samantha Sturm Michal Kolaczkowski Mickey Rowe Dewey Caddell
My Fair Lady The Cher Show The Curious Incident Finian’s Rainbow
of the Dog in the Night-Time Off-Broadway

Hannah DelMonte Madeline Fansler Jessica Freedman Melanie Goerlitz

Fiddler on the Roof Kinky Boots James and the Giant Peach Carnegie Hall
National Tour Regional
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Jayson Kerr lan Laskowski Jennifer Lorae DeMond B. Nason
Evita Cats Tarzan Walmartopia
National Tour National Tour Regional Off-Broadway
Paul Pilcz Daniel Plimpton Danielle Erin Rhodes Laura Snell
Bye Bye Birdie The Book of Mormon Murder for Two Avenue Q

Regional National Tour
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Paige Sommerer Jacqueline Agrusa Alice Bacani Gino Bloomberg
South Pacific Jonas Brothers Dancer  Nimbus 2 Company Newsies
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Scott Difford Marie DiNorcia TJ Kubler Sarah Lewandowski
The Book of Mormon The Music Man Newsies On The Town
Regional Regional Intrepid

Colby Lindeman Abigail Miller Angela Price Sarah Juliet Shaw
The Cher Show Theatre of Dreams The Polar Express The Little Mermaid
Saks 5t Avenue Experience Regional

Heather Tepe Ross Thompson Bryce Colby Vaewsorn
Matilda Matilda West Side Story
Regional Regional



STUDENT PERFORMERS

ADAMS DAVY
Rachael Barlow, Stephanie Northcutt

Tony & Sarah Smith, Directors
Emma Anderson ¢ Rachel Anderson ¢ Owen Anderson ¢ Evan Blackwell
Brandon Bomer ¢ Gena Boylan ¢ Patrick Cashion ¢ Kaylyn Davis

Abigayle Deloney ¢ Ansley Groen ¢ Talya Hammerman ¢ Simon Lioznyansky

Reese McGrenera ¢ Delaney Metcalf » Mallory Morgan * Emma Nguyen
Mila Pike ¢ Alexander Reichert ¢ Sydney Shell « Conlan Smith ¢ Sarah Tassin

Bethany Tecson ¢ Adriana Vazquez ¢ Hailey Wilmot * Rebecca Yarbrough

Hannah Yarbrough

AVANTI MUSIC ACADEMY
Amra Tomsic, Director

Carolyn Jordan, Choreographer
Sweta Athiparambil ¢ Natalie Beaumont ¢ Faelyn Benes ¢ Van Benoit
Micela Bossie ¢ Jalyn Burckhardt ¢ Jackson Coleman ¢ Sadie Crain

Mckenzie Frakes-Belair « Maren Fuller ¢ Bella Guerrie * Jules Harlow

Maiah Howie * Braiden Kirkegaard ¢ Hunter Lewis * Paige Mabbutt
Isabelle Piche * Susmitha Ponnapalli « Madilyn Robinette * Mia Romano
Madeleine Smith ¢ Savannah Spencer * Kaleigh Switzer ¢ Lauren Terhune

Ambrose Velascojenkins ¢ Keira Walston ¢ Chianna Watson ¢ Keturah Widhalm
Brea Wilkinson

CEDAR RIDGE HIGH SCHOOL

Kristie Copeland, Jay Martin, Jeff Smith, Directors
Charlotte Brinson ¢ Isabela Cardenas ¢ Sherlyn Diaz ¢ Alexa Echeverria
Adrianna Forbes ¢ Olivia Garcia ¢ Shreya Goel ¢ Nicole Green ¢ Makaila Haynes
Katie Ibanez «Ethan Landry ¢ Rachel Ledington ¢ Wesley Malinak
Jessica Marcano ¢ Celia Maze ¢ Cailan McClain ¢ Ethan McCourry
Addie McDaniel * Christian Meaux ¢ Jonathan Rooch ¢ Saoirse Ryhn
Hannah Sedlacek ¢ Jacob Sedlacek ¢ Emile Sivero * Taylor Snoga
Jordan Stevenson ¢ Mary Sweet ¢ Luke Villarreal * Sene’ Warren ¢ Harper
Wells Myles Williams ¢ Reilly Williams



STUDENT PERFORMERS

MUSIC STUDIO OF PATRICIA KEITH AND
VISIONS DANCE COMPANY
Patricia Keith, Musical Direction

Laura Cobbs, Choreographic Director
Camille Brooks ¢ Jennifer Bryan ¢ Julia Bunda ¢ Megan Carney
Ainsley Crouse ¢ Alison Dede ¢ Ellen Dunne ¢ Skyler Ebersole * Abigail Eckstein
Molly Herman ¢ Ashleigh Hoover ¢ Rebecca Hoover * Kyla Hutchinson
Mackenzie Keith * Immagine Kinn ¢ Rachael Lawton ¢ Maegan Leathery
Rebecca Lipsky ¢ Skylar Miller » Elizabeth Mintzer ¢ Nicholas Myers
Jack Pederson ¢ Thomas Pederson * Samantha Radwanski ¢ Katherine Reilly
Daniel Schlegel » Shelby Sinkowski ¢ Gabrielle Snyder  Victoria Young
Samantha Zettl

NEIGHBORHOOD MUSIC STAPLETON
Skye Barker Maa, Director

Bussy Gower, Christina Roberts, Izaak Walton, Artistic Directors

Susan Aughenbaugh ¢ Raegan Avery ¢ Olive Bartlett « Amelie Blum

Lucy Boulanger ¢ Isaac Dechtman ¢ Austin Duncan ¢ Evan Duncan
Harper Fischer « Ryan Hajek ¢ Ella Harrison ¢ Annabel Kales

Lillianne Kingsbury * Gia Kouremenos * Quinn LeDuc ¢ Rory LeDuc
Jordan Lewis ¢ Trinidad Loya ¢ Sloane Maa ¢ Sebastian Maa

Maria Julia Maymone ¢ Lila Mouchantat ¢ Livia Nardi ¢ Elizabeth Smith
Quinn Walker-Gilman

WYLIE HIGH SCHOOL
Polly Harrison, Director
Jeffrey Bowling, Musical Director
Chelsey Burton, Bryan Walker, Choreographers

Shelly James, Randy Lewandowski, Assistant Directors
Shirley Berthelot ¢ Kevin Betancourt ¢« Mason Bowling ¢ Tyler Casebolt
Kennedy Corey ¢ Halle Dillard « Maria Dixon ¢ Kole Dornseifer ¢ Jacob Dotson
Natalie Elderbroom ¢ JK Foster ¢ Colyer Foxworth ¢ Sarah Frame
Emily Frye * Savannah Fuller ¢ Ciera Gildert ¢ Alexander Harrison
Nicholas Harrison ¢ Julia Hodges ¢ Taylor Hunt ¢ Jordan Jackson
Leah Kaufman ¢ Collette Koop ¢ Ashli Lucio * Abraham Mendez ¢ Aiden Nunn
Hope Osborn ¢ Audrey Pena ¢ Samantha Peon ¢ Isaiah Ramireze Aaron Samuel
Riley Shook ¢ Logan Stelling * Tracy Vu * Grace Wilson s Hana Wisnuardi
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

“ON Broadway”......cccceeeeeeeeeiiereieesssieeessenenns John Michael Dias, Arts for Autism Choir
Smokey Joe’s Cafe Arts for Autism Student Groups
Music and Lyrics by Mann, Weil, Lieber, Stoller
Arrangement and Orchestration by Keiji Ishiguri

“Not for the life of Me/Thoroughly Modern Millie”........cccceeerieriennen. Kara Lindsay
Thoroughly Modern Millie  Music Studio of Patricia Keith and Visions Dance Co
Music and Lyrics by Tesori/Scanlan

Orchestration by Isaac Alter

B\ 1=T= o [0 10 = T OO STURTTOPRRRN Betsy Wolfe
The Baker’s Wife Music and Lyrics by Stephen Schwartz
Orchestration by Michael Mahadeen
“FOOtloose”....coooerrieeeeieeeenne Libby Servais, McKynleigh Abraham, Jennifer Noble
Footloose Cedar Ridge High School

Music and Lyrics by Loggins/Pitchford
Orchestration by Isaac Alter

“Happy Days/Get Happy . ...cocceeveeeeiererneesenn. Jacque Carnahan, John Michael Dias
Music and Lyrics by Ager/Yellen, Arlen/Koehler
Orchestration by Keiji Ishiguri

The Addams Family Medley..........c.cce...e Samantha Sturm, Michael Kolaczkowski
The Addams Family Neighborhood Music Stapleton
Music and Lyrics by Andrew Lippa

Orchestration by Conor Keelan

“Hernando’s Hideaway.......ccoooeriveeeeieesieeesiee e Jelani Remy, Katie Mollison
The Pajama Game Arts for Autism Dancers
Music and Lyrics by Adler/Ross

Arrangement and Orchestration by Keiji Ishiguri

ST 0 T= (o] USROS Mickey Rowe
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time By Simon Stephens
“Song for the Lonely”......ccocvierieniiineenne Teal Wicks, Dee Roscioli, Tory Trowbridge
The Cher Show Music and Lyrics by Taylor/Barry/Torch
“IUS Al HAPPENING ..ttt Phoenix Best
Bring It On Wylie High School

Music and Lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda
Orchestration by Keiji Ishiguri and Conor Keelan



B 1 1= 53 A= SRS Arts for Autism Choir
The Greatest Showman Avanti Music Academy
Music and Lyrics by Pasek & Paul

Orchestration by Conor Keelan

“S0 IN LOVE e eeeeeeecteee e et ee e etnee e eere e e s enne e s e snee s s ssneeneennns Kelli O’Hara, Will Chase
Kiss Me, Kate Music and Lyrics by Cole Porter

Arrangement and Orchestration by Isaac Alter
Les MiISErables MEAIBY.......ccouvurereeeceeneenieneesieee s eseesee e eeneas Adam Jacobs
Les Misérables Adams Davy

Music and Lyrics by Schonberg, Boublil, Kretzmer
Orchestration by Conor Keelan

“If The World Only Knew” ......cccoeeverieriennseeneeeenn. Kelli O'Hara, Joseph de Grandpre
Arts for Autism Company
Music and Lyrics by Scott Evan Davis in collaboration with students
from P94M Spectrum School
Vocal Arrangement and Orchestration by Keiji Ishiguri

Orchestra
Conductor - Meg Zervoulis
Piano - Barry Spatz
Drums - Michael Croiter
Guitar - Alex Brumel
Bass - Brian Hamm
Trumpet - Rob Slowik
Reed 1 - Steve Lyon
Reed 2 - John DiSanto

Music Copyist
Michael Mahadeen

We wish to express our gratitude to the Performers’ Unions: Actors’ Equity
Association, American Guild of Musical Artists, American Guild of Variety Artists
and SAG-AFTRA through Theatre Authority, Inc. for their cooperation in permitting
the Artists to appear on this program.



WHO’S WHO

KELLI O'HARA - HOST

Kelli is currently starring in Kiss Me, Kate on Broadway earning her sixth Tony
nomination. Last year, Kelli O’Hara received her first Emmy Award nomination
for Outstanding Actress In A Short Form Comedy of Drama Series for her portrayal
of Katie Bonner in the hit web series “The Accidental Wolf”. On Broadway, Kelli's
portrayal of Anna Leonowens in the critically acclaimed revival of The King and
I garnered her the 2015 Tony Award for Best Leading Actress in a Musical, along
with Grammy, Drama League and Outer Critics nominations.

She then reprised her Tony Winning role while making her West End debut for
which The Times hailed her as “Broadway musical’'s undisputed
queen” adding “Kelli O'Hara does not just play Anna, she owns the part”. Other
Broadway credits include The Bridges of Madison County , Nice Work If You Can
Get It, South Pacific, The Pajama Game , The Light in the Piazza, Sweet Smell of
Success, Follies, Dracula, and Jekyll & Hyde. Regional/Off Broadway credits
include Far From Heaven (Playwrights Horizons and WTF), King Lear (Public
Theater), Bells Are Ringing (City Center Encores), Sunday in the Park with
George (Reprise), and My Life With Albertine (Playwright’s Horizons).

Kelli received a 2018 Webby nomination for her role in the hit web-series
thriller The Accidental Wolf and appears in the second season of Netflix’s
series 13 Reasons Why. Other film and television credits include Sex & The City 2,
Martin Scorsese’s The Key to Reserva, Showtime’s Masters of Sex, CBS All
Access’ The Good Fight, Blue Bloods, and more. In 2015, Kelli made her
Metropolitan Opera debut in The Merry Widow. She returned to the opera this
past spring as Despina in Cosi fan tutte.

Her concerts have gained international acclaim, and she is a frequent performer
on PBS’s live telecasts and the Kennedy Center Honors. Along with two Grammy
Award nominations, her solo albums, Always and Wonder in the World are
available on Ghostlight Records.

DAVID ALPERT - DIRECTOR

David is excited to return as the director of the Arts for Autism concert for the
fourth year in a row, working with all of the amazing students and the incredible
Broadway community for this important cause. He is a New York City based
director (SDC), most recently represented on Broadway as the Associate Director
on If/Then written by the Pulitzer Prize winning team of Tom Kitt and Brian Yorkey,
directed by Michael Greif. On Broadway, he served as the Associate Director for
the Tony-Award winning production of The Trip to Bountiful starring Cicely Tyson,
and assisted on The Best Man as well as Guys & Dolls. At the Guthrie Theater,
David assistant directed the world-premiere of Tony Kushner’'s The Intelligent
Homosexual’s Guide... Additional credits include Talley’s Folly (Roundabout), Old
Friends (Signature), Flashdance (1st National), A Little Night Music (NYU), Death
Note (Frank Wildhorn), The Apple Boys (HERE Arts), A Scythe of Time (NYMF, Best
Director Nomination), "ldina Menzel at Radio City Music Hall" & "The Bridges Tour



with Idina Menzel" (Creative Consultant), Fully Committed (Mason Street
Warehouse), Vayna & Sonya... (Farmers Alley Theatre), Urinetown, It’s Only a
Play (Farmers Alley Theatre), and Little Shop of Horrors (York Arena
Theater). David is the Artistic Director of Headline Programming for BroadwayCon,
an adjunct professor at New York University, and is the proud producer of the
"Living for Today" concert series, the main fundraiser for Gilana's Fund
(www.gilanasfund.org). He holds a B.A. in Theatre Studies from Western Michigan
University, where upon graduation he was awarded both of the Department's top
honors: the Presidential Scholar, and the Conspicuous Achievement in Theatre
Award, and in 2016 was selected as a Distinguished Alumni. www.david-
alpert.com @directfromdavid

JACQUE CARNAHAN - ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Jacque is the Artistic Director of Believe NYC and tonight’s Arts For Autism concert.
She is thrilled you are here to celebrate this wonderful night! Her one woman
show: From Main Street to 42nd Street has been performed at 54 Below,
Symphony Space, The Green Room 42, The Triad and venues around the country
including The Berkshires, Dallas, and Los Angeles. Jacque has sung in Broadway
Concerts such as The 30t Anniversary Gala for The Irish Repertory Theatre at
Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall, Sondheim at Seven honoring Stephen Sondheim
at Town Hall and as a soloist with the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Jacque’s
theatre credits include: A Child’s Christmas In Wales at Irish Repertory Theatre,
Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice at NYMF, The Baker's Wife at The York Theatre,
The Boyfriend, Irene, and Primrose all at Musicals Tonight!l. National Tour:
Cinderella (swing), Regional: The Bakers Wife (Paper Mill Playhouse), A Little Night
Music (Baltimore CenterStage), Pirates of Penzance (Goodspeed Opera House),
Cinderella (Ogunquit Playhouse), Beauty and the Beast (Gateway Playhouse).
Jacque holds a BFA, cum laude from the Boston Conservatory and is a National
Foundation for Advancement in the Arts award recipient. As an educator, she is
one of the senior choreographers at the McCarter Theatre in Princeton and has
been a guest teaching artist at Idyllwild Arts Academy where she is also an alum.

MEG ZERVOULIS - MUSIC DIRECTOR

Meg is currently the musical director of The Prom on Broadway. Other
Broadway: Mean Girls, Great Comet of 1812. Off Broadway: Cagney, Rated P.
Other New Works: Ives and Sondheim’s Buriuel (Public Theater), Merrily We Roll
Along (Fiasco/Roundabout), Head Over Heels (with the Go-Go’s), Stu for
Silverton (NAMT 2014), Kooman and Dimond’'s Dani Girl, Andrea
Grody’s Strange Faces. At her home base, Paper Mill Playhouse, her credits
include Mary Poppins, Bandstand, Ever After, and more, as well as serving as
music director/arranger for the annual New Voices concerts since 2007. Meg is
the resident conductor of Hotel Elefant, a contemporary music ensemble in NYC,
and she is an adjunct professor/music director at Montclair State University,
committed to music education and music therapy. Education: Carnegie Mellon
University. Meg is a member of the Lilly Awards Power
Network. www.megzmusic.com



SPECIAL THANKS TO...

o Kelli O’Hara for hosting the event and caring so deeply about the cause!

e All the Broadway performers for lending their enormous talents

e Joanne Hartobey, Jessica Burns and the entire staff at Educational
Travel Adventures

e To all of our friends who volunteered their time to help us today

e The artistic team at Believe NYC

e  Our Director, David Alpert, and Music Director, Meg Zervoulis, and our
wonderful production team

e "The music department" Keiji Ishiguri, Isaac Alter, Conor Keelan,
Michael Mahadeen (also our music copyist) and our wonderful band

e Jason Sparks for his choreography of “Hernando’s Hideaway” with the
help of Joseph Cullinane and Gina Duci

e The directors of our student performers for their dedication and artistry

Composer, Scott Evan Davis, for our inspiring finale "If The World Only

Knew" and his work with the students of P94M Spectrum School

Mickey Rowe for sharing his story tonight

Nicole Thornton, Val Paradiz and the Autism Speaks team

All of our performers on the spectrum tonight. You are all amazing!

Katie, Aidan, Van and Joe for sharing your stories

The parents of all our student performers

Everyone at 321 management and the Gershwin

Our teachers for sharing your stories: Jill Frutkin and Steven West

All our friends and families for your advice and support!

Irene and Sam Holzer for their enthusiasm and bringing the Riviera

Crowd - yet again!

e Brenda and Gerry Carnahan, thank you for the support, love and
guidance!

e Terry Jacobs for her impossible love and teaching us never to give up

e And to anyone we may have forgotten: THANK YOU!

HOW TO DONATE

If you are interested in making a donation, please use the link below. Your
donation will be included in the total amount given to Autism Speaks through the
2019 Arts for Autism benefit concert. http://act.autismspeaks.org/goto/AFA

2020 ARTS FOR AUTISM SPONSORSHIP

If you are interested in sponsorship opportunities for the 2020 Arts for Autism
benefit concert, please contact Jessica Burns at jburns@etadventures.com or
954-874-0695.
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Pearl Studios NYC, New York’s premiere rehearsal, audition and
dance center, is dedicated to providing a rewarding experience
for all of our customers. Our studios are equipped with pianos,
sprung floors and mirrored walls. Visit our website to see our floor
plans and for additional information. We look forward to serving

you!

PEARL STUDIOS NYC
500 8™ Avenue
New York, NY 10018
www.pearlstudiosnyc.com
212-904-1850
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Educational Travel Adventures (ETA) is a tight-

educational knit team of expert travelers, tour designers
travel and caring people - all highly motivated to
adventures empower teachers to unlock the life changing
e potential of education with the experience of

travel. Over the past two decades, ETA has
become one of the country's most successful student tour operators with a team
of more than 25 professionals sending tens of thousands of young people across
the globe each year. Among those are many in the performing arts that travel and
perform. Programs offered include performance tours, educational tours,
language and cultural immersion programs, service learning opportunities and
short-term faculty-led programs. www.ETAdventures.com

Believe NYC is an educational arts organization that produces
performances and workshops for performing arts students
throughout the United States. The Believe NYC mission is to provide
aspiring young artists a personalized theatre experience that allows
them to visualize their future possibilities in theatre, music and
dance. Over the last six years, productions of From Main Street to 42nd Street and
From the Band Room to Broadway have inspired thousands of young artists from
all over the world. Believe NYC events are lead by New York’s finest artists in their
fields. We believe dreams are achievable and we give students the opportunity to
believe it, too. www.Believe-NYC.com

Autism Speaks is dedicated to promoting solutions, across the
spectrum and throughout the life span, for the needs of individuals
with autism and their families. We do this through advocacy and
support; increasing understanding and acceptance of autism
AUTISM spectrum disorder; and advancing research into causes and better
SPEAKS interventions for autism spectrum disorder and related conditions.

We empower people with autism and their families with resources, online tools

and information covering the life span through our Autism Response Team at 888-
AUTISM2, FamilyServices@AutismSpeaks.org or AutismSpeaks.org.

Show Sponsors: Videography by:

AMDA

College and Conservatory of the Performing Arts
NEW YORK * LOS ANGELES
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