
It is important to embrace change. At the same 
time, we must continually evaluate the revised 
product to ensure that the desired results reflect 
the initial goals. 

When Yonkers Raceway made the decision to 
alter the minimum amounts required to wager on 
its Pick 4 and Pick 5 bets for 2025, I was intrigued. 
In general harness racing has gotten caught up 
with low-minimum mania and we’ve seen bets 
that used to have a $2 or $3 minimum for a single 
combination reduced to as low as .10 cents. Surely 
there is a place in the market for various levels of 
players and minimums, and I was eager to track 
how the raised base would be accepted by the 
bettors.

For those that don’t follow Yonkers on a regu-
lar basis, and I have to admit to being more of a 
casual observer of the track, they raised the late 
Pick 4 minimum to $2 from $1 and the lone Pick 5 
from .50 cents to $1. To my knowledge there are 
no tracks offering a $2 Pick 4 and only Northfield 
Park has a $1 base Pick 5. 

I recorded the total handle (rounding up to the 
nearest dollar) for the early and late Pick 4 as 
well as the Pick 5 from the start of the meet on 
January 20 to March 7. With 35 dates in total it 
seemed like a fair sample size to analyze and at 
least make some reasonable conclusions. 

Starting with the late Pick 4, average handle 
has been $9,128 in 2025, down just over 33% year-
over-year for the same time period from the 

$13,627 average pool size in 2024. The pool has 
seen hits at both the top and bottom ends, with 
$10,000-plus wagered on the late Pick 4 23 times 
in 2024 versus 15 in 2025, and seven pools under 
$6,000 in 2025 versus none in 2024. 

Viewing the above results in a vacuum would 
lead you to think that the change to a $2 mini-
mum has been a complete failure, but I don’t 
think that is really fair. The change was made 
to accommodate the possibility of carryovers in 
the wager. The track wanted each Pick 4 to carry 
over to the same sequence on the following day 
so it has the opportunity to promote the boosted 
pool with a potential guarantee attached. The 
thought process was that for it to work each 
Pick 4 had to have a different minimum amount. 
Yonkers applied for the carryovers in Decem-
ber yet unfortunately they are still waiting for 
approval from the NY Gaming Commission 
nearly three months later despite this author 
being informed that Pick 4 carryovers were 
approved in 2024. Something is not right here 
and we are still waiting for a response from the 
Commission on the delay. For what it’s worth, 
track officials tell us that they recently followed 
up on the request and are hopeful to hear some-
thing in the next week.

Another interesting point to consider revolves 
around the early Pick 4, which remained at a 
$1 minimum. That wager also saw a decrease 
from $16,714 to $14,376, an almost 14% decline. 
Total average handle per race is also down 6.6% 
industry-wide in the United States. Looking at 
both declining numbers, we have to attribute at 
least a small portion of the 34% late Pick 4 dip to 
factors outside of the increased minimum wager-
ing amount. 
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In contrast, the Pick 5 minimum increase from .50 to $1 has produced 
more positive results. Boosted by a number of carryovers that were 
clearly brought on by the higher cost of a ticket, the average Pick 5 pool 
has increased almost 6% in 2025 to $13,128. The range of the Pick 5 in 2024 
was $5,565 to $20,649 while in 2025 it is $4,106 to $53,752. On top of that, 
there have been four carryover-powered Pick 5 pools over $30,000 in 2025. 

What the $1 Pick 5 does affect is the low end of the spectrum. Handle on 
any single Pick 5 fell below $6,000 just once in 2024 while it has already 
happened 10 times this year. Interestingly, when the track offers its 
$10,000 guaranteed Pick 5 pool on Mondays the average handle (eliminat-
ing the one Monday card with a carryover) comes in at $13,508, above the 
total average for the 35 dates in 2025. Perhaps that is a signal to offer more 
guarantees throughout the week. At the very least, Tuesday should have 
the $10,000 guarantee since it already averages $12,979 in 2025 and the 
promised pool total can only help. 

While the initial exercise was simply to evaluate the performance of 
the Pick X wagers given the wagering changes, my biggest takeaway 
involves the racing schedule as a whole and a clear indicator that Yonkers 
may be best served by racing Monday to Thursday with additional races 
on each card. In terms of the Pick X wagers, Friday is consistently the 
worst performing night of the week for the track. 

Numbers can be manipulated but in this case they don’t lie. Through 
seven Fridays in 2025, Yonkers is averaging $6,769 per Pick X wager. Next 
up is Thursday at $7,992 (eliminating one carryover night), which doesn’t 
seem that much higher but it is an 18% increase. Competition is key and 
on Friday Yonkers must go head to head with industry leaders The Mead-
owlands and Woodbine Mohawk Park, two tracks which handle four to 
six times more than Yonkers. 

Economically it just makes sense for Yonkers to race four cards a week 
with 13 races per night, 52 races per week, which is very similar to the 
number of races currently offered over five nights. Removing a racing 
night eliminates having to “turn the lights on” one night and have 
personnel at the track to handle the live racing. It also highlights the 
nights of the week where handle is better. 

The top rebuttal to losing a night of racing will be that the track is 
required to race a certain number of dates per year (about 240). I would 
make an argument that any contract negotiated with the track (the 
current one expires in May) can simply change racing dates to total 
races, so instead of 240 dates it can be 3,120 races per year. That number 
could even be increased by 40 to 50 to accommodate Sire Stakes. While I 
believe there is a limit on the number of races a New York track can offer 
on one night (15 perhaps), the Gaming Commission has often made excep-
tions to increase that total when there are Sire Stakes scheduled so that 
overnight horses can compete. If Sire Stakes are on the menu, have 15 
races, or if you have a special card of racing like Triple Crown Night that 
includes the MGM Yonkers Trot and MGM Grand Messenger Pace, race 
those on Saturday afternoon when all eyes will be on you. 

We asked Standardbred Owners Association of New York President Joe 
Faraldo about reducing the dates for races and he was firmly against the 
notion.

“It brings you to a point where the next thing will be, how about we only 
race three days a week? And before you know it there will be only two 
days a week of racing and not enough to accommodate all of the people 
who were able to race five days at 10 races per night,” said Faraldo. “When 
you get to the summer you can’t fill 13 races. We have trouble filling them 
now and we have the best purses around.”

It is difficult to fill races when certain trainers are not permitted to 
enter their horses and Faraldo also addressed the notion bandied about 
on social media at times that Yonkers has a closed door policy.

“It does, but when you have a person apply at Yonkers who has four 
TCO2 positives at Plainridge and two more at Saratoga, I don’t blame 
[race secretary] Joe [Frasure] for saying we don’t want you. When you 
have a guy who makes a public statement about something at Yonkers 
that is no damn good, a trainer has to be careful. I’m the one that is 
supposed to make those comments and do those things because I’m not 
training horses and my livelihood doesn’t depend on Yonkers Raceway.”

Faraldo also added that some of the people who may have been denied 
entry was due to trainers possibly using “beards” to beat the system. He 
mentioned horses that would be entered with the same ownership but 
different trainers and felt at peace with management using its right to 
deny the entry. “The easiest thing to do is to say it is not in the best inter-
est to allow the horse to participate because it is private property.” 

Faraldo also touched on the potential of fixed odds wagering coming to 
Yonkers Raceway in the future after he reportedly told the U.S. Trotting 
Association Board of Directors that it was in the works. He is currently 
working with NYRA as the Standardbred and Thoroughbred industries 
band together to get the legislation passed. The idea is to offer a fixed 
wagering horse racing opportunity to different wagering platforms, 
either as part of parlays or perhaps straight win wagers only.

To protect the harness industry from losing any current handle, 
Faraldo said the deal will include protection so that Standardbreds share 
in a percentage of the total revenue of the venture, including from the 
Thoroughbred side. 

“I’m here to protect the industry, at least from the SOA of NY perspective,” 
said Faraldo, who added that if it was passed by both houses of the Legisla-
ture in the current session we could see fixed odds wagering by 2026. 

“Whether the  
numbers are  
miniscule or big, 
we can’t afford to 
make the mistakes 
that track owners 
have made through 
the years. You can’t 
let someone else  
control what you 
are doing.”
-SOA of NY President Joe Faraldo

While I have consistently wondered why Faraldo has been so insistent 
on refusing to allow NYRA Bets to accept wagering on harness races 
from outside New York, he did make some interesting points when we 
touched on the topic. His main objection was that he has everything to 
lose and nothing to gain by giving in. According to Faraldo, NYRA would 
get around paying the 5% New York State tax by allowing its custom-
ers to use its New York hub for non-New York harness tracks instead of 
one from out of state. So NYRA benefits but Standardbred tracks don’t, 
especially since their ADW’s, like Yonkers’ Empire City Bets, could lose 
harness customers to NYRA Bets if they were permitted to accept wagers 
on tracks like The Meadowlands. 

“If I’m losing $100,000 to $200,000 a night in handle, before you know 
it there is no action on Yonkers,” said Faraldo, who further argued that 
even if the numbers were much smaller it was irrelevant. “Whether the 
numbers are miniscule or big, we can’t afford to make the mistakes that 
track owners have made through the years. You can’t let someone else 
control what you are doing.”

As we tried to cover all of the bases, Faraldo also chimed in on 
Computer Assisted Wagering (CAW) outlets and their impact on the 
sport. He worries that they will suck the remaining customer base dry 
and the industry will be left holding a ball with no court to play on. 

“They drive people away from our game,” said Faraldo. “At the bigger 
tracks they are 35% to 40% [of handle] and the smaller tracks they are 
70%. What happens when they suck all the money out of the game from 
the other people who are trying to compete with these algorithms? Will 
they walk away and decide to go bet on the Denver Nuggets? Or what if 
they create an algorithm for any other sport and leave us? What will we 
have left? This is very dangerous.”

There is a clear reason to be concerned and we’ve seen some Thor-
oughbred tracks take action by cutting off wagering for CAW players 
prior to post time. At least one Standardbred track told me that they are 
contemplating a similar move. That said, if Faraldo’s percentage esti-
mates are correct, one has to wonder if the sport can survive without the 
CAW handle even now. Though with most tracks not reliant on handle to 
support their purses, the sport is safe, for now. 
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Bit Of A Legend N put trainer Peter Tritton in the spotlight back in 2016 
when he arrived on the scene and went on to win the George Morton Levy 
series final at Yonkers Raceway. The celebrated son of Bettor’s Delight 
would outdo his solid career in the Southern hemisphere going on to earn 
more than $1.9 million in North America before embarking on a second 
career as a stallion in Ohio. 

Now Tritton has a new Down Under-bred with similar characteristics 
named Mossdale Ben, a recent import that has captured three straight 
races at Yonkers and heads into this Monday’s (March 17) Invitational at 
Yonkers.

“I’ve been watching that horse closely for the last few years and we 
finally had a chance to buy him,” said Tritton. “He’s out of a full sister to 
Mossdale Conner, the best horse I ever trained.”

Mossdale Conner’s light shined only briefly in North America as Trit-
ton had the good fortune to race the veteran in 2017 just six times before 
tragedy struck. 

“He had bleeding issues like a lot of horses that come over and we put 
him on Lasix,” said Tritton of Mossdale Conner, who won his first three 
races at Yonkers in spectacular fashion before earning an invite to the 
Memorial Day feature at Harrah’s Philadelphia. In that $150,000 contest, 
Mossdale Conner breezed to a 1:49 triumph over a solid field that included 
All Bets Off and Somewhere In LA.

“At that point we decided to give him some time off and get him ready 
for the fall,” said Tritton. 

But that plan never really worked out as Mossdale Conner’s bleeding 
issues would worsen.

“He was bleeding after doing light work,” said Tritton, “So we had him 
checked out and they found that he had cancer in his lungs.”

A few months later Mossdale Conner would be put down and Tritton 
spoke with reverence about his fallen warrior. “They had to do an autopsy 
afterwards for insurance purposes and the vet that examined him, saw 
how far the cancer had spread and told me `This must have been the great-
est racehorse of all time’ given what he was able to do,” said Tritton.

Now eight years later, Tritton is training Mossdale Ben and while the 
son of A Rocknroll Dance has looked impressive this winter, the trainer 
doesn’t expect him to do what his older relative did. 

“He’s not the same caliber as Conner,” said Tritton. “He’s a solid horse 
that is easy on himself and knows what to do on the track.”

Mossdale Ben has won three straight times at Yonkers with Jordan 
Stratton guiding him from off the pace somewhat reminiscent of the early 
stages of Bit Of A Legend’s North American career. It’s way too early to 
compare those two yet but Tritton sees a lot of the same characteristics 

when it his current and 
former charges. 

“He just did what he 
had to do on the race-
track,” said Tritton of Bit 
Of A Legend, and that’s 
exactly what he has seen 
so far from Mossdale Ben. 
As for the three trips 
from off the pace, Tritton 
is ill-concerned that his 
horse won’t be able to see 
the front end early in the 
mile. “That’s just Jordan 
(Stratton) taking care of 
the horse for me. He does 
a great job.”

Mossdale Ben’s most 
impressive performance 
came this past Monday 
(March 10) at Yonkers in 
a non-winners of $20,000 
class race as Stratton 
looked to leave from the 
outside but elected to take 
back with horses pushing 

Another ‘Legend’ in the mAking
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Mossdale Ben has won three straight races at Yonkers Raceway as 
he prepares for the MGM Borgata series.

JAYWALkInG
By Jay Bergman BergmanJay

Click here for more information on Molotov Cocktail!
410.885.3059 / stallions@winbakfarm.com / www.winbakfarm.com

®

   MOLOTOV COCKTAIL
2, 1:56; 3, 1:52.2 ($428,902) 
Chapter Seven-Moonlight Cocktail-Kadabra

• At 2, Winner of NYSS legs at Vernon (1:57.1),
Batavia (1:57.4 by 11 lengths) & Saratoga (1:58.3)

•Winner of $200,000 NYSS Final at Yonkers (1:56.2)
against Cool Papa Bell

• At 3, winner of $200,000 E. Beal Jr Memorial cons.
at Pocono (1:52.4) against King Of The North

• Second in $200,000 NYSS Final (timed 1:51.4) by
a nose to Hambletonian Winner, Cool Papa Bell.
Second in 3 NYSS legs

Standing at Winbak Farm of Delaware for $3,000!

NEW TO DELAWARE IN 2025!

COntInued On PAGe 6

http://www.drf.com/harness
https://twitter.com/BergmanJay
https://winbakfarm.com/stallions_detail.asp?id=72


forward inside. On the move before the half, Mossdale Ben attracted reason-
able cover but had a hard time gaining on the leader in a brisk third quarter. 
Stratton hardly moved a muscle in the bike, but it was clear when he called 
on Mossdale Ben there was plenty in reserve as he powered past the field 
in effortless fashion and scored in 1:52 4/5, with his final half in roughly 54 
seconds.

“He can leave the gate,” said Tritton about racing tactics that will be 
necessary for Mossdale Ben to make the next step at Yonkers.

“We’ve put him into the Borgata Series and I know the competition will 
be much stronger, but I think he’ll do well,” said Tritton, who recently 
celebrated his 74th birthday and has enough experience to know the 
characteristics of a solid racehorse.

“I’m going to race him Monday (race seven, post two) and then prob-
ably give him a week off before the Borgata starts,” said Tritton, aware of 
what it takes to make it through the grueling series and hopefully garner 
enough points to reach the final.

Tritton has had good fortune with sons of Bettor’s Delight as both Bit 
Of A Legend N and Mossdale Conner were by the brilliant sire. Mossdale 
Ben’s dam is by Bettor’s Delight as well. The 10-year-old New Zealander 
named Diego is another by the noted stallion that will be making his 
American debut shortly. Despite his age, Diego, with $637K in career 
earnings, was still racing against top-class horses in Australia last 
November.

On the mare front, the Australian-bred Silk Cloud is being pointed 
towards the Blue Chip Matchmaker series. The daughter of Shadow Play 
had the best year of her career in 2024, earning $215K with 10 wins in 27 
starts for Tritton. 

“She hasn’t been drawing too well,” said Tritton of Silk Cloud, who 
landed post seven in a high-level conditioned race at Yonkers on Friday 
(March 14). Despite the hard luck draws, Silk Cloud finished second twice 
in Yonkers’ Filly and Mare Invitational in February while displaying a 
solid closing kick, and should fit quite well among the mares in the Blue 
Chip Matchmaker.

Tritton is hopeful that he has a 2-year-old filly in the stable that we 
could see on the New York Sire Stakes later in the year but reserved judg-
ment on American Emily, a homebred by American Ideal and first foal 
from Kendra N, a mare that won a few races for Tritton in the top classes 
at Yonkers in 2020.

It seems 2025 is shaping up to be a good year for Tritton. Time will tell. 

COntInued FROM PAGe 5
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Driver Jordan Stratton (left) with Bit Of A Legend and trainer Peter 
Tritton back in 2018.

Changes made to the scheduling and conditions of the MGM 
Borgata and Blue Chip Matchmaker pacing series have resulted in 
sharp nomination gains for the 2025 editions which gets underway in 
late March at MGM Yonkers Raceway.

The MGM Borgata series for older male pacers saw nominations 
jump from 30 in 2024 to 42 this year, the highest number of horses 

to pay the $5,000 eligibility fee 
since 2021 when 46 signed on. 
The Blue Chip Matchmaker 
had a similar increase, going 
from 21 mares last year to 33 
for the 2025 edition. The last 
time more than 33 nominated 
for the Blue Chip Matchmaker 
was back in 2019 when 43 paid 
into the event.

Both series are set to get underway two weeks later than in 2024, 
with the first of five preliminary legs of the Blue Chip Matchmaker set 
for March 28 and the opening round of the MGM Borgata commencing 
a few nights after on March 31. Another major change in 2025 revolves 
around the added money for the final of the Blue Chip Matchmaker, 
which gets a boost from $125,000 to $200,000, equaling the MGM 
Borgata total. With that increase the Blue Chip Matchmaker final will 
certainly offer the richest purse in recent history and far eclipse the 
$276,200 purse from 2024.

Following five consecutive weeks of $50,000 preliminary legs, in 
another scheduling adjustment for 2025, the finals will occur after a 
week off to provide horses some much needed rest before racing in 
the rich events. Both finals are slated for Friday, May 9 and will be 
accompanied by a pair of $100,000 consolation events. 

In terms of equine power, Hellabalou has paid his nomination fee 
and will look for his third consecutive victory in the final of the MGM 

Borgata. The 7-year-old won the $457,000 finale in 1:50 2/5 last year 
defeating Coaches Corner and Desperate Man, who are both among 
the list of eligibles for 2025. Others looking to take home the title 
include double millionaire Charlie May and last December’s MGM 
Grand Prix winner Typhoon Banner N.

The lucky winner of the Borgata will receive an invite to the June 
7th Battle of Lake Erie at sister track MGM Northfield Park and be 
grandfathered into the MGM Grand Prix series which kicks off on 
November 24 at Yonkers Raceway. 

Headlining the mares lined up for the Blue Chip Matchmaker is 
2024 champion Lit De Rose. The now 10-year-old has made nearly $1.3 
million in her long career and recently prepped for the series with a 
qualifying effort at Yonkers Raceway. Joining her in the field are last 
year’s second-place finisher Coachellabound N, $1.9 million earner 
Grace Hill, and some talented 4-year-olds like multiple stakes winner 
Rocket Deo and Ohio champion Seaside Diva.

In addition to the purse money, the winner of the Blue Chip Match-
maker final also gets a free breeding to either American Courage, 
Cannibal, Shadow Play or Sunshine Beach.

Yonkers Raceway is currently racing on a Monday to Friday sched-
ule with first race post time set at 6:45 p.m. (EDT) nightly. 

-release (Yonkers Raceway Media)

nominations spike for 2025 MGM Borgata, Blue Chip Matchmaker
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Cane Pace 
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Landmark Stake  
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Madison County 
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MGM Grand Messenger 
PA All-Stars  
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Ralph Wilfong 
MGM Yonkers Trot

3-year-olds
For these 2025 Events: 
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Bally's Randy
Battle of Bunker Hill Trot  
Earl Beal Jr. Memorial  
Breeders Crown®

Catholic Cowboy Series (New)
Circle City  
Colonial Trot  
Crossroads of America          
Delmonica Hanover 
Carl Erskine  
Max Hempt Memorial  
Jenna’s Beach Boy Keystone 
Classics  Landmark Stake  
Phil Langley Memorial  
Liberty Bell  
James Lynch Mem. 
Matron Series  
Monument Circle  
PA All-Stars  
Pegasus Series  
Paul Revere Pace  
W.N. Reynolds Memorial  
John Simpson Sr. Memorial  
Star Destroyer Series  
Thanksgiving Classic Series 
Tompkins-Geers  
USS Indianapolis Mem.  

Open Ev ents 
For these 2025 Events: 

(Previous payment must have 
been made to be eligible)

Clara Barton Distaff Pace  
Breeders Crown® 
Caesars Trotting Classic  
Dan Patch  
Dayton Trotting & Pacing Derbies 
Dayton Distaff & Oaks Derbies  
Hoosier Park Pacing Derby  
Spirit of Massachusetts Trot 

Visit Hambletonian.com for complete 
conditions, race dates and payment forms!

The Hambletonian Society and Breeders Crown 
109 South Main St, Ste 18, Cranbury, NJ 08512 
609-371-2211, Fax 609-371-8890 • Hambletonian.com
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The Meadowlands Racetrack opened March with 
another installation of the International Women’s Day 
event featuring 10 ladies lining up behind the gate in 
race five of the Saturday (March 8) evening card, in 
addition to presenting an on-camera and behind-the-
scenes staff comprised fully of women.

The race drew their field of 10 drivers from all over, 
including overseas as the race winner, Victoria Gill 
made the trek from the Cayman Islands.

Starting from post nine on the car was Alexandra 
Sarkine, a 31-year-old from Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Sarkine primarily drives at fair tracks across Indiana 
with a handful of starts at Hoosier Park as well. She has 
89 lifetime starts with a record of 11-17-15. 

“I was incredibly nervous! I’m very competitive and 
take how I drive seriously,” Sarkine said. “I want to be 
safe but also look like I belong out there. So here I am 
this girl coming from the fairs to the biggest track in the 
country and with the nine hole!”

At post time on the frigid evening at The Big M, Sarkine 
sent Jeff Cullipher trainee Always In Flight hard from 
the outer wings on the track towards the front. 

“When I got behind the gate and looked at everyone 
I was like screw it, let’s roll and see what we can do,” 
Sarkine recalled.

In the early shuffle, Sarkine was caught on the 
outside in sixth at the 27 4/5 quarter, and from then 
on she raced the mile parked in seventh. 

“I was pretty comfortable where I was at and tried 
to remind myself be patient,” said Sarkine. “When we 
straightened up and I moved my mare, I was pretty 
surprised at how much horse I had.”

As the field straightened out for home, Sarkine 
advanced with Always In Flight to bridge the gap between 
herself and the field’s leaders. With a 29 3/5 final quarter, the 
pair maneuvered a show finish in the featured event.

“When I realized we were hitting the board, it felt like such 
a huge win,” Sarkine said beaming. “Nine hole, parked to [the] 
finish and strong like that? Wow, what a blessing and experience! I’m still 
on the high of it.”

The start was the first on the big stage for Sarkine, whose career in 
driving began in 2019.

“I had to remind myself to take in the experience and just have fun. 
When I went out to post parade it really hit me. Here I was out here with 
some legit female drivers. Unreal! I always pray before I go out and when 
I post parade, and I just kept thanking God for the opportunity. And as 
I went by the grandstand, I heard my friends cheering me on and it was 
just such a surreal feeling,” said the young driver.

Sarkine’s roots extend with a lifelong background in horse experience 
through riding and showing, but she only became involved in harness 
racing at the age of 18. 

“I’ve been a horse girl my whole life. I ride for fun. In fact, my jumping 
horse is a retired race horse and my other I took to the outriding clinic in 
2023 is a Standardbred, too,” Sarkine said. “I found [my first racing] job 
on Craigslist when I was 18 and started working for Mike Hollenback. He 
actually let me jog and train a couple times that first year. [Then] I left for 
school and when I came back, I decided I wanted to go back working for 
him. I started really training in 2014. I talked about driving, but it just 
never worked out to get my license. Then, in 2019, I got it.

“I had three fair starts where I hit the board each time,” Sarkine 
continued. “In 2023, I got partnered up with Larry Pointdexter who let 
me drive some of his horses at the fair and that’s when things started to 
kick off. Last year I broke a track record at Kentland with his filly Little 

Lucky Lady. And had my first driving double with her and 
Celtic Tiger.”

Sarkine won her first race at the Corydon Fair with 
Hollenback’s Check Point Six. In 2023, she began driving 
in more starts and in 2024, she had her breakout season 
with a record of 7-7-2 in 23 starts and UDRs of .502. 

“My goals would be to have an even better driving 
season this year, not just at the fairs, but now with my 
P [provisional]. Also to have a successful training 
season as well,” said Sarkine, who owns two of her 
horses in addition to having a stable of 13.

“I jog and train horses every day. And I started 
the new year back at the gym five times a week to get 
ready for racing and horse show season,” said Sarkine.

Her show season is highlighted by her two Standard-
breds, one of which she attended the USTA’s outriding 

clinic with in 2023. 
“[The outriding clinic] was just another thing I wanted 

to try,” said the driver/trainer. “I’d definitely say maybe 
later on down the road it could be something I’d think about, 

but right now I love driving and training, so maybe do this a 
little while longer and revisit that. It was such a learning experi-

ence and gave me a new respect for what they do.”
One person’s trash is another’s treasure and strangely enough Sarkine 

views her biggest obstacle as a willingness to be daring in the horse 
world. “My biggest flaw is I’m incredibly fearless when it comes to the 
horses. So I’m always wanting to try new things. From jumping, cross 
country, and driving to the outriding clinic, I really want to try it all. But 
I’m blessed to have two horses that would ride through fire for me.”

In the race season and on the track, Sarkine can be recognized by her pink 
and black colors adorned by a cross on each sleeve. They make her easily 
identifiable and certainly stand out in a crowd of drivers on the track.

“I wanted to be different so I went with pink and black,” Sarkine 
explained. “I wanted to make sure I represented my faith with the crosses.”

And so, the 31-year-old Indiana native who started at the fairs was 
quite easy to spot at The Meadowlands on March 8 as she added another 
new experience to her list and got to represent ladies around the world in 
the yearly event on International Women’s Day. 

“I told myself 20 years from now, do I want to look back and regret 
not taking opportunities? So, I finally got my P license. I did one race at 
Hoosier, gave the horse a great trip, but she tied up. Then, my friends 
actually pushed me to go to The Meadowlands and it was the best decision 
I’ve made in a while,” said Sarkine. “I’d say I think tracks should really 
start adding more women’s events. It’s such an exciting race and usually 
the highest betting race!” 

True to her words, handle on the Women’s race was a healthy $262,597, 
good for second-highest on the Saturday card. Clearly bettors want more!

sarkine enjoyed her spotlight moment at the Meadowlands

JessiCa haLLett photo

Alexandra Sarkine came from Indiana to drive in her first race at The Meadowlands.
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Ohio Sired Standardbreds race  
for nearly 23 million in 2025

BUCKEYE  
STALLION SERIES
$250 nominating fee

$75,000 Finals

$25,000 Consolations

$20,000 per Leg

Single payment nominations for 2- and 3-year olds in all  
stakes. No sustaining payments.
Nominations Due March 15, 2025

Horse must be sired by an OSRC registered stallion during year of conception.

For forms, schedules and conditions go to OHHA.com

Breed, Buy, Race & Win in Ohio

OHIO SIRES STAKES
$700 nominating fee

$400,000 Championships

Up to $100,000 per Leg*
*1 Division - $100,000

2 Divisions - $65,000 per division
3 or more divisions - $50,000 per division

OHIO FAIRS  
CHAMPIONSHIP

HTCS, OCRA, OFRC, SVCC*

$100 nominating fee

$50,000 Championships
*Average fair purse of $5,867

Up to $15,200 per race

https://www.ohha.com/


Before the Meadowlands opened, the harness tracks I followed were 
Roosevelt and Yonkers Raceways. I preferred the warmer weather racing 
at those two tracks, basically from March through November, because 
I felt that the horses raced more consistently and the racing was better 
during that time span. 

In September of 1976, the Meadowlands opened. The New Jersey track 
ushered in a new era of high profile winter harness racing. From a 
bettor’s perspective, the best meet at the Big M was also the coldest, the 
winter meet. I had never seen anything like it. I never would have imag-
ined that on a sub 20 degree Saturday night with winds sweeping across 
the marshes at 25 mph, the place would be jumping – the grandstand, the 
restaurants, all well occupied. And the racing was frenetic, full fields of 
10 horses with constant movement and lead changes. 

Now the Meadowlands winter meet consists of 28 races spread out over 
two nights of racing. Even though they only race two nights, most of the 
races are competitive and I still think the winter meet offers some of the 
best betting opportunities. The favorites are winning at 40% so far this 
year, which is six to seven percent lower than some of the other tracks 
that have been racing this winter. 

The Meadowlands was always a track where you could count on some 
big payoffs, and this winter has been no exception. If you look at the 
results from the nine cards raced in January, there are the 19 winners 
that paid $30 or higher – (with the change left off) $174, $154, $146, $150, 
$115, $112, $95, $90, $75, $74, $58, $57, $42, $41, $37, $33, $31, $31, $30. I actu-
ally picked one of the hundred dollar winners on top on my USTA picks, 
the $112 horse Corsini A, which I bet all of two bucks on, LOL. I picked 
the horse because two starts back he picked up a catch driver and showed 
much better early speed, although he got parked out forcing a quick pace. 
The same driver, Bradley Chisholm, was back in the bike on January 
24, so I took a shot that he might leave again and work out a better trip, 
and he did. The 28-year-old Chisholm has booted home a few longshot 
winners at the Meadowlands this year. 

So why does the Meadowlands winter meet offer a chance at big payoffs? 
Well, first of all, the races are slower. The faster stakes and Open-caliber 
horses, and up and coming youngsters, don’t really start racing until the 
spring. And then you combine that with the fact that horses race slower 
in cold weather. On a cold windy night on a one mile oval, the conditions 
tend to be tiring. It’s not easy to go wire to wire. On warm nights, if a 
quality speed horse steals the first quarter it’s game over. 

Since we’re still in mid-March, there could still be plenty of longshots 
winning at good prices. I believe the Jersey Sire Stakes start in early May 
and then the stakes season kicks into gear. 

Keep in mind that Saturday’s cards tend to have better quality horses. 
As a fan, I like watching the classier horses. As a bettor, I don’t care. You 
can find good value on the Friday or Saturday cards. I’m more particular 
on Friday nights, I try to pick my spots. Sometimes when I’m handicap-
ping what looks like a weak field on a Friday night, that turns out to be 
the race that I end up hitting for a nice price. Good betting races tend to 
be puzzles. If a race is predictable, it’s hard to find value. 

If you do get an unusually warm night, especially on a Saturday night, 
speed might hold up better than it did in January or February. The bias is 
always something to keep an eye on. Once you get into May, leavers will 
start to win more races and the bias is less of an angle. On warm nights, 
with faster horses, the races go faster and it’s tougher for horses to rally 
to win from far back. A lot of it is mathematics. The same horses that go 
1:55 on a 20 degree night may go 1:52 on a 70 degree night. That means that 
the last half is much faster so a closer has its work cut out for it. 

How you evaluate outside posts changes as well. On a cold winter night, 
if I like a longshot from post 9, I might bet the horse even if I don’t think 
the horse will leave. On a warm night, I wouldn’t bet the same horse at 
the same odds. To me, this is one of the biggest differences during the 
winter meet. The pacesetters and leavers are more likely to run out of 
steam and that helps longshots emerge off cover or find room between 
horses. Once the better horses are racing, you really want to bet leavers 
and stalkers. If you bet a lot of horses that are third or fourth over, you’d 
better be betting to show. 

Another difference in the racing is that during the winter, most of the 
Meadowlands drivers that are considered “regulars” take the winter off. 
Now they’re starting to come back. Last weekend, Andy McCarthy, Todd 
McCarthy and Scott Zeron were all driving at the Meadowlands. I believe 
that the driver rule is still in place, where the drivers have to start driv-
ing at the track by a certain date to be eligible to drive during the stakes 
season. It’s usually sometime in April. Once the regular driver colony is 
intact, that might also contribute to more formful racing with less boxcar 
longshots. The regular drivers are more predictable. 

And that’s not a knock on the drivers who’ve entertained us this winter. 
I’ve enjoyed watching young drivers like Brett Beckwith, Braxten Boyd 
and Mark Hershberger. Beckwith, in particular, has been red hot. 

As far as value, while the payoffs are bigger in the winter, there will be 
good value bets during the stakes season. It’s a little different, though. On a 
windy night in January, there may be two or three 15-1 to 20-1 shots that are 
enticing. On a warmer night in July, you might find a speedy 4-1 shot that 
should be 2-1. It’s a trade off. You may not see that many boxcar longshots 
winning, but it’s easier to pick winners and put together exotic tickets. 

In the winter, it’s usually a good time to spread in multi-race exotics, 
take some shots and try to get one of the huge longshots in your Pick 4. 
In the summer, I would play it more conservatively and try to hit the 
number a few times. 

This is generally speaking, of course. There are still going to be long-
shot winners, just not as many, especially in the 14-1 or higher range that 
I highlighted. 

Another big difference is the return of quality pacers and trotters. 
During the winter months, there are a lot of older claiming horses, and 
they tend to be inconsistent, which is yet another reason why the bigger 
longshots come in. 

With spring on the horizon, a lot of young horses, like 3yo’s, will return 
and some of them will win right off the qualifier. So watching the quali-
fiers becomes more important. I think there’s an advantage to betting 
fresh horses that are making their first, second, or third start back. This 
is especially true with lightly-raced horses. They’re in the prime of their 
life and you get a chance to bet on quality horses with good pedigrees that 
are fresh, sound, and improving. These young horses tend to give you a 
strong and consistent effort – they’re not sore or soured on racing, they’re 
raring to go. 
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Handicapping transitions as the seasons change
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By Jay Bergman

Trainer Chris Ryder is still on a bit of a high following the Horse of the 
Year announcement last month. While his Twin B Joe Fresh is back in 
training and has been in 2:20, others in his 60-horse stable have either 
been racing or qualifying over the last few weeks with stakes season on 
the horizon. On Saturday night a pair of sophomores will see action at 
The Meadowlands and a pair of veterans hope to keep their form in over-
night events.

Twin B Joe Fresh remains front and center on Ryder’s mind and he 
has plans for a debut in May in the Betsy Ross at Harrah’s Philadelphia. 

“It’s going to be tough to find her a race before that,” said Ryder, who 
had a similar problem last year that saw Twin B Joe Fresh lose her first 
race and then go on to a brilliant campaign.

It may be a bit too early to know just what kind of season Twin B Joe 
Fresh will have in 2025. “It’s hard to tell much going that slow with her 
but she’s all racehorse,” said Ryder.

As for this coming Saturday night’s races, Luke’s Bar, a 5-year-old son 
of Bar Hopping, has won two of his last three races and looks to continue 
his hot streak with Chris’ son Patrick in the bike once again.

“We couldn’t do much with him as a 3-year-old,” said Ryder about 
Luke’s Bar. “He was good at making breaks.” 

Luke’s Bar had shown plenty of talent as a freshman having made it on 
to the Grand Circuit. “I didn’t have him as a 2-year-old but he raced in the 
Wellwood and The Bluegrass at The Red Mile.”

Indeed, Luke’s Bar finished second in the Bluegrass back in 2022 but 
raced just one time as a sophomore. “We decided to turn him out for seven 
or eight months and bring him back,” said Ryder of the absence from the 
races.

Given his recent performances, Luke’s Bar appears to have grown up 
immensely from the time off and after some tweaking with his equipment 
Ryder is hoping that the gelding can build on his confidence.

“I think he’s got the potential for sure to be an Open type of horse, but 
we’ll take it week-to-week for now,” said Ryder.

Luke’s Bar drew post six in Saturday’s tenth race, a $17,500 conditioned 
event that drew eight horses.

The 5-year-old Handlelikeaporsche also drew post six for Ryder on 
Saturday in the fourth race and like his stablemate has looked solid thus 
far in 2025, with a win and second in a pair of starts. 

“I’m hopeful that he’s got his confidence back,” said Ryder of the son of 
Lazarus N that was a terror on the New Jersey Sire Stakes circuit in 2022. 
Handlelikeaporsche was a 1:51 1/5 winner by the length of the stretch on 
February 15 at The Meadowlands and then stepped up in class to be a 
solid second in last week’s (March 8) higher class at The Meadowlands. 
On Saturday Handlelikeaporsche will have to contend with a quality field 
that includes his former stablemate Stonebridge Reef (post 7), who is also 
entering the contest with a first- and second-place finish to his credit this 
year.

A pair of sophomores will make their career debuts for Ryder in the 
fifth race on Saturday with Darknstormy Deo (post 1) and Twin B Brigade 
(post 6) meeting more seasoned competition.

“They both qualified well,” said Ryder. “Darknstormy Deo is a half-

brother to I Luv The Nitelife.” I Luv The Nitelife earned $1.9 million 
for Ryder back in 2012-13. Her dam Lisjune has had some other notable 
performers as well, with the near-$750K winner De Los Cielos Deo still 
racing at age 9.

Both of Ryder’s colts are eligible to the Weiss Series that begins at the 
end of the month at The Downs at Pocono, along with four others from 
his stable.

Ryder’s pair will meet some seasoned horses including Federer (post 9), 
a son of Captaintreacherous that made a solid debut on March 4 at Pocono 
for trainer Brett Pelling.

While the four in attendance at The Meadowlands on Saturday will 
keep Ryder occupied, the major work going on in his stable is preparing 
some solid 3-year-old pacers for the season. 

“I’m very happy with Miki And Minnie,” said Ryder of last year’s 
2-year-old champion in the U.S. “We’re pointing her towards the Fan 
Hanover but she also has the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes and the Kentucky 
Sire Stakes.”

Last year Ryder took an easy route with Miki And Minnie, racing her 
in the Kentucky Commonwealth divisions first before moving her in with 
the top fillies in the Kentucky Sire Stakes. By year’s end she would go on 
to capture the Breeders Crown and Three Diamonds.

Ryder used similar strategy with Twisted Destiny, a son of Bettor’s 
Wish that raced in the Pennsylvania Stallion series – winning the final 
– and went on to capture a Reynolds division to close out his campaign. 

“Twisted Destiny is training back well,” said Ryder. Twisted Destiny is 
the ninth foal from the $1.9 million winning Tug River Princess and the 
fastest freshman she’s ever produced.

Ryder has twin B Joe Fresh down to 2:20; four in at the Big M

nikka sherMan/drF harness

Twin B Joe Fresh, 2024 Horse of the Year, is targeting a return to the 
races in the Betsy Ross at Harrah’s Philadelphia.
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Sire of the Two-Year-Old 
NJSS Champion in 2024!

2025 STALLIONS
Quality Over Quantity!

SIX PACK
(Muscle Mass - Pleasing Lady - Cantab Hall)  •  3,1:49.1 ($1,973,661)

• The ONLY trotting stallion to win sub-1:50 twice!
•  The sire of 2024 two-year-old NJSS Champion NORDIC 

CATCHER S 2,1:53.3 -’24 ($329,227).
•  The sire of 2024 three-year-old Bluegrass Stakes winner 
   MR BLUEBIRD 3,1:53.1 -’24 ($282,796).
• Already the sire of 10, $100,000+ winners!

2025 FEE: $7,500 (U.S.)

deovolentefarms.com

TRIXTON
(Muscle Hill - Emilie Cas El - Garland Lobell)   •   2,1:54.4s; 3,1:50.3 ($968,696)

PERFECT STING
(Always B Miki - Shebestingin - Bettors Delight)  •  p,2,1:49.2; 3,1:48.1 ($1,861,447) 

Hambo Champ & Sire of Multiple 
OSS Winner from 1st Ontario Crop!

First Crop of Yearlings Were 
‘Buzzing’ in Lexington!

2025 FEE: $7,500 (U.S.)

2025 FEE: $10,000 (U.S.)

 • A $360,000 yearling from two of trotting’s greatest families.
•  Sire of multiple 2024 OSS winning two-year-old COUSIN HALIFAX 

(2,1:56s -’24; $46,750).
•  Sire of O’Brien Award winner EVIDENT BEAUTY 3,1:52.2 ($890,866).
• Sire of 77, $100,000+ earners and 79 in 1:55.

•  By a World Champion and out of a World Champion!
•  Breeders Crown champ at both two & three (undefeated at two).
•  His 1st crop colt, BAALBEK, brought $460,000 in the 2024 Lexington 

Selected Yearling Sale.
• His 46 Lexington Yearlings averaged $68,674.

 908-782-4848

Standing in Ontario at Winbak Farm.

Standing in New York at Winbak Farm.

Standing in New Jersey at Deo Volente Farms.

Call and inquire about our 
multiple mare discounts and our 

loyalty discounts!

https://deovolentefarms.com/


Tuesday, March 11 the US Trotting Association’s communications 
department issued a release on fines and/or suspensions handed out to 
seven members. That release appears below with additional information of 
each rule outlined. That a member violated a portion of any rule does not 
mean that they violated every part. 

At its annual meeting on Sunday (March 9) in Columbus, Ohio, the 
US Trotting Association (USTA) Board of Directors voted to hand down 
sanctions to seven members judged to have violated Association rules 
and/or bylaws.

The Board relied upon the results of a nearly year-long probe conducted 
by the Standardbred Racing Investigative Fund (SRIF), which earlier 
this year reported its discoveries. The findings of violations resulted 
from an investigation into misconduct committed in connection with 
former USTA member Nick Surick. In accordance with USTA Bylaw 8.01, 
the disciplinary actions may not be appealed.

“These investigations are the first to be completed but they will not be 
the last,” said Russell Williams, President of US Trotting. The alliance 
between the Standardbred Racing Investigative Fund and US Trotting 
will enhance protection of USTA data integrity, including registration and 
transfer of horses. It will also encourage transparency and fair dealing 
among the membership. USTA staff handled these matters with the utmost 
competence. Our board made its determinations fairly and resolutely.”

Those Association members penalized or cited are:
Joel Benson (Pompano Beach, FL)
Two-year suspension of membership and a fine in the amount of $50,000 

for violation of USTA Rule 20.06 (Fraudulent Misconduct by Member); 
USTA Bylaws §§ 1:04(a)(1), (a)(2), and (a)(5).

[EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is from the USTA rulebook: 20.06 
Fraudulent Misconduct by Member — Any misconduct on the part of a 
member of the USTA fraudulent in its nature although not specified in 
these rules, is forbidden. Any person or persons who, individually or in 
concert with one another shall fraudulently and corruptly by any means 
affect the outcome of any race or affect a false registration or commit any 
other act injurious to the sport shall be guilty of a violation.]

Adam Bowden (Lexington, KY)
A fine in the amount of $28,000 for violation of USTA Rule 20.06 (Fraud-

ulent Misconduct by Member).

Diamond Creek Farm LLC (Wellsville, PA)
A fine in the amount of $5,000 for violation of USTA Rule 26.16 (Failure 

to Submit Information).
[EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is from the USTA rulebook: 26.16 Fail-

ure to Submit Information — Failure by a member to submit requested 
information or additional aids to identification relative to the breed-
ing, registration and/or transfer of a horse to the USTA may subject the 
member to suspension by the USTA.]

Yannick Gingras (Allentown, NJ)
A fine in the amount of $5,000 and a written reprimand for violation of 

USTA Rule 20.07 (Conspiracy to Commit Violation of Rules) in conspiring 
to violate USTA Rule 20.06 (Fraudulent Misconduct by Member).

[EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is from the USTA rulebook: 20.07 
Conspiracy to Commit Violation of Rules.—If two or more persons shall 
combine and confederate together in any manner regardless of where 
the said persons may be located for the purpose of violating any of the 
Rules of the USTA and shall commit some act in furtherance of the said 
purpose and plan it shall constitute a conspiracy and a violation.]

Shaun R. Laungani (Lexington, KY)
A fine in the amount of $7,000 for violation of USTA Rule 20.06 (Fraudu-

lent Misconduct by Member).
Debbie Surick (Freehold, NJ)
Permanent expulsion of membership for violation of USTA Rule 20.06 

(Fraudulent Misconduct by Member); Rule 20.07 (Conspiracy to Commit 
Violation of Rules); Rule 20.15 (False Ownership); Rule 26.16 (Failure to 
Submit Information): Bylaws §§ 1.04(a)(7); 1.04(a)(2), and 1.04(a)(5).

[EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is from the USTA rulebook: 20.15 
False Ownership — Any person who knowingly makes a false represen-
tation or knowingly causes a false representation to be made that a horse 
is not owned wholly or in part by a person or persons barred or other-
wise disqualified from participating in racing when, in fact, the horse is 
so owned, shall be suspended from membership in this association for a 
minimum of one year.]

Elizabeth C. Yontz (Paris, KY)
A fine in the amount of $2,500, the entire sum suspended, and a written 

reprimand for violation of USTA Rule 20.06. (Fraudulent Misconduct by 
Member).

seven sanctioned by ustA Board after sRIF investigation
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Just above you will find seven names which received fines and/or 
suspensions from the U.S. Trotting Association as part of an ongoing 
investigation from its Standardbred Racing Investigative Fund (SRIF). 

After hearing about SRIF a while back I was very much intrigued, 
thinking there was going to be an investigation into finding “beards” 
(trainers who were serving as a front for other trainers) or at the very 
least uncover serious wrongdoers. At this point I can’t help but feel 
underwhelmed by the findings, not just because of the people who 
were listed but also since it is impossible to know what any of the 
people did wrong from the release.

Take Yannick Gingras for instance. He was found to have violated 
rules 20.06 and 20.07, which means he did anything from dealing with 
the wrong person to race-fixing (this is 100% not the case but how is 
anyone to know by reading the release?). 

I saw a couple of social media posts contemplating whether Jeff 
Gural would ban Gingras from The Meadowlands for his actions. 
That’s just the type of foolish talk that ambiguous releases lead to in 
the end. When people can’t explain something they immediately jump 
to conclusions.

I imagine Gingras must’ve done something wrong (he didn’t want 
to discuss the situation at this time), but that he got just a $5,000 fine 
shows it couldn’t have been too severe. 

Diamond Creek was hit much harder. Between the farm itself, Pres-
ident Adam Bowden and VP Shaun Laungani, the total is $40,000. 

Here again, the release above leads us to guess what was going on 
between Diamond Creek officials and Mr. Surick. Does the hefty total 
mean it was a major offense or was it simply a bunch of little ones 
that were multipled? One’s mind can wander but from what we hear 
the answer seems to be simply speaking to him via the phone about 
horses after his arrest.

Citing a desire to let everything sink in before speaking out, 
Diamond Creek also declined to comment, and I really don’t blame 
them. The worst time to speak is when you are potentially angry. 

I didn’t reach out to Elizabeth Yontz since her fine was suspended 
and I elected not to contact the other two since they both received 
severe punishments and there is likely less haziness in terms of their 
connection to Mr. Surick. 

We can certainly argue whether any of the punishments fit the 
alleged crime. We have to say alleged because this wasn’t settled in 
a court of law but handed out by an organization policing itself, and I 
have no issue with that. 

As an industry we should seek out people who do things that aren’t 
in the best interest of the sport and take action if necessary. My only 
future ask is that the public is kept better informed. How can you 
expect the people in an industry to learn from an example if you don’t 
clearly explain what is considered to be incorrect behavior? Why drag 
people through the mud to set an example if you aren’t going to let the 
public judge their infractions? Thoughts to ponder.

@harnesseyeguy
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Thoughts on the sanctioned seven
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By Ken Weingartner

Marvin Luna knows what it’s like to sit at the top of the driver stand-
ings at Harrah’s Hoosier Park. At least for a while.

The 23-year-old Luna led the way at Hoosier as late as the first week 
of June last season before perennial track champion Trace Tetrick 
reclaimed the No. 1 spot on his way to his 13th title at the Anderson, Ind., 
oval.

When the Hoosier meet ended in November, Luna was fifth in the 
standings in victories, but his 15.2-win percentage and .288 universal 
driver’s rating were both second among the 13 drivers with more than 
400 starts at the track.

“Trace was on the 
road at Miami Valley, so 
he would miss a couple 
days at Hoosier, and I 
was the leading driver 
for three months,” Luna 
said, adding with a laugh, 
“Obviously, when Trace 
came back, he told me to 
step away. He took over. 
But that was fun, hold-
ing the title for a little bit. 
At the end of the day, I 
handed the lines to him.”

Luna finished with 174 
wins in 1,139 starts at 
Hoosier last year. Tetrick 
led with 281, followed by 
John DeLong with 233, 
Kyle Wilfong with 212, and 
Jordan Ross with 189.

As Hoosier prepares to 
open its 2025 meet Friday, 
Luna is looking to build 
on last year’s success. For 
the entire year, he won 
256 races (tied for 44th in 
North America) and $3.70 million in purses (37th in North America). He 
shattered his previous highs of 83 wins and $1.11 million in purses set in 
2023 as his number of starts nearly tripled.

In addition to his accomplishments at Hoosier, Luna finished second in 
wins at Oak Grove Racing & Gaming last year, with his 40 victories fall-
ing three shy of leader Atlee Bender. His top triumph came at Oak Grove 
when he guided Hung Over to a $100,000 Kentucky Sire Stakes champion-
ship for 3-year-old male trotters.

He captured a total of 10 other stakes for state-sired horses in Indiana 
and Kentucky and also notched a Grand Circuit win with Dale Yeah in a 
division of the Pegasus Stakes at Hoosier.

“Getting more opportunities, that was quite amazing,” Luna said. “I 
was very grateful for that. It was a good year. I was very happy with it.

“Now, I just want to be better than I was last year. That’s all. I don’t 
have competition with any other person, just myself.”

When Hoosier opens Friday, Luna will have eight drives on the 14-race 
card. He has two morning-line favorites, including Brookview Bullet at 
8-5 in the night’s $18,000 Open 1-2 for pacers. It will be Luna’s first time 
driving Brookview Bullet, a stakes-winning 7-year-old gelding who has 
earned $537,062 in his career.

“No pressure,” Luna joked. “That horse is really good. I’m looking 
forward to it. I haven’t driven him before, but I’ve lost to him a couple 
times, which wasn’t fun. Hopefully, I get to win with him.”

Another of Luna’s starters will be Low Rider, who is 3-1 on the morn-
ing line in a $16,000 conditioned pace. Luna piloted Low Rider to a 1:48.4 
win in an Open 1-2 last year at Hoosier, the fastest-ever mile for both the 

driver and horse.
“That was quite 

fun,” Luna said. “He’s a 
complete angel. He knows 
his job. I’m just there for 
the ride. He does all the 
work.”

Only two of Luna’s 
starters Friday are worse 
than 5-1 on the morning 
line, and none are higher 
than 10-1.

“It definitely makes 
me feel good,” Luna said 
about his opportunities. 
“Power can definitely 
make me look good.”

Luna, like all the driv-
ers at Hoosier, will have to 
make some adjustments 
when the meet begins as 
the track will be eliminat-
ing the passing lane in the 
final eighth of a mile of the 
homestretch for a 60-day 
trial period. The move, 
made in partnership with 
the Indiana Standardbred 

Association, is aimed at promoting more early movement and competi-
tive racing on the seven-eighths-mile oval.

“I’m interested to find out how the no passing lane is going to play 
out,” said Luna, who worked for trainer Tony Alagna for four years 
prior to focusing on driving. “For me personally, I think the passing 
lane did help me out because I’m a very patient driver. But I’m OK 
with it. I’ve driven at other tracks without it. If you’re going to be 
a competitive driver, you’ve got to overcome any obstacles. I think 
we’ll be OK.”

Harrah’s Hoosier Park will operate on a two-day Friday and Satur-
day schedule for each of the first two weeks of the season. From there, 
Hoosier Park will add Thursdays on March 26, before beginning a four-
day Wednesday-Saturday schedule in April. Standard post time nightly 
for the 2025 racing season will be 6:15 p.m. (EDT).

Luna looks to continue moving up the ladder at hoosier Park

aManda stephens photo

Marvin Luna won 256 races and $3.7 million in purses in 2024.

dRF harness digest  |  16  | March 13, 2025 Visit us online at drf.com/harness

http://www.drf.com/harness
https://newvocations.org/


dRF harness digest  |  17  | March 13, 2025 Visit us online at drf.com/harness

RACE OF THE WEEK
1 Mi le  Pace GAME OF CLAIMS SERIES L.C.  NO. 1 -  F INAL.  Purse $35,000

1
5-2 G. Napolitano,Jr. 188-38-28-21 (.202)

Last 4 Sts-$25,500b g 5, by Stay Hungry, Surfside Sexy by Rocknroll Hanover 
P T Stable,Brick,NJ
G. Dowse 17-4-3-0(.235)  Br.- Hanover Shoe Farms Inc,PA

1:51.3 PcD 5/8
1:51.1 YR

25  3 3 0 0 $25,500 25 Tot 7 4 1 0 $34,245
24 PcD 0 0 0 0 - 24 Tot 22 3 0 3 $23,125
23 PcD 4 0 2 1 $30,452 Life  59 14 9 7 $331,345

Unc,going away-8
Cvr fnl,going away-8

Tck,brush,jogged-7
Sat bck,ang ln,stdy-8

Brsh,ld pst 1/4,hndy-8
3rd ov,fand out,pace-7

4th ov,3w bf 3/4,pace-10
Took bck,rail,no bid-8

2
6-1 A. Napolitano 361-43-35-41 (.119)

Last 4 Sts-$17,650b g 6, by Always B Miki, Aunt Caroline by Somebeachsomewhere 
Debbie L Avery,Beach Lake,PA
M. Piotrow 3-2-0-0(.667)  Br.- Lindy Farms Of Conn,Enfield,Ct,U.S.A.

1:53.4 PcD 5/8
1:53.1 YR

25 PcD 3 1 2 0 $17,000 25 Tot 4 1 2 0 $17,650
24 PcD 0 0 0 0 - 24  10 3 2 0 $42,000
23 PcD 0 0 0 0 - Life  87 20 16 12 $445,069

Pkt,all out-7
Seated,no excuse-8

Yld,pkt,nailed-8
Shfld,ang ln,no bid-8

-5
Brushd,led 3/8,gamely-6

Pulld pkt,led,easy win-7
Traild,angld fr trn,pace-7

3
3-1 Ma. Kakaley 370-38-39-69 (.103)

Last 4 Sts-$17,850br g 9, by Art Major, Belmont Fire by Courage Under Fire 
Todd's Auto,Canonsburg,PA
L. Pena 15-2-2-1(.133)  Br.- Mrs D L Williamson,NZ

1:52 PcD 5/8
1:51.1 PcD 5/8

25  3 2 0 0 $17,850 25  6 4 0 0 $28,100
24  6 2 2 0 $25,575 24 Tot 36 5 6 5 $75,020
23 PcD 0 0 0 0 - Life  135 29 25 20 $395,116

Rtk,gd clip,handy-7
Down road,all out-8

Wide,late,little-8
-7
-6
-9
-7
-8

4
5-1 Br. Boyd 259-31-37-27 (.120)

Last 4 Sts-$21,250b g 7, by Captaintreacherous, Fancy Filly by Western Hanover 
Lav Racing Stable Inc,Lindenhurst,NY
Da. Taneyhill 26-5-5-2(.192)  Br.- White Birch Farm,NJ

1:52.4 PcD 5/8
1:52 Phl 5/8

25  3 2 1 0 $21,250 25  3 2 1 0 $21,250
24  3 1 0 0 $3,550 24 Tot 26 5 1 3 $29,644
23  11 2 4 3 $30,115 Life  116 25 18 18 $375,156

Pkd,press,tired-7
Press,all out-7

Rtk,press,all out-8
-8
-8
-6
-7
-8

5
4-1 Ty. Buter 227-27-27-36 (.119)

Last 4 Sts-$27,250b g 10, by So Surreal, Armbro Wallflower by Village Jasper 
William A Hartt,Carmel,ME
D. Eckley 0-0-0-0(.000)  Br.- Stan Klemencic-30 Plus Stable,Trenton,On

1:50.2 Mw 5/8
1:51.3 PcD 5/8

25  3 2 1 0 $21,250 25  6 5 1 0 $39,250
24  5 4 0 0 $22,000 24  26 9 5 4 $78,921
23 PcD 0 0 0 0 - Life  115 39 16 16 $447,397

Rtk,press,game-7
Down road,all out-7
Prs fnl,outgamed-8

-6
-7
-6
-7
-7

6
12-1 R. Warren 88-7-10-14 (.080)

Last 4 Sts-$14,790b g 11, by American Ideal, Bainfeild Washington by Washington Vc 
William A Hartt,Carmel,ME
K. Reynolds Jr 23-9-2-4(.391)  Br.- J J Starr,Grose Wold Nsw-F N Fitzpatrick-J W

1:54.2 YR
1:53.4 YR

25 PcD 3 1 1 1 $14,790 25 Tot 5 2 1 1 $22,790
24 PcD 0 0 0 0 - 24 Tot 13 3 2 0 $22,800
23 PcD 0 0 0 0 - Life  176 35 26 30 $371,241

Press,tired-7
Brush,press,tired-8

Chall,gamest-8
1st up,batld,trd lane-8

Out&in,1st up,handy-8
-7

Pkt,2w lst trn,handy-8
-9

7
15-1 J. Pantaleano 85-5-5-5 (.059)

Last 4 Sts-$15,440b g 10, by Betterthancheddar, Ozmopolitan by Artsplace 
Boss Racing Usa,Elburn,IL
P. Blumenfeld 120-10-12-10(.083)  Br.- Hanover Shoe Farms Inc,PA

1:53.3 M1
1:55.1 YR

25 PcD 3 1 1 1 $14,790 25 Tot 7 2 1 1 $21,890
24 PcD 0 0 0 0 - 24 Tot 24 1 1 1 $25,240
23 PcD 2 0 1 1 $3,445 Life  160 32 24 22 $689,601

Chl,tck,gd try-7
Chall,wknd-7

Cvr,strongest-8
Rail,bothrd ln,no bid-7

Traild,fand out,pace-7
Rail,ang ln,stdy-7

Bad cvr,3w bf 3/4,handy-10
Sat bck,rail,no bid-7

8
10-1 S. Allard  89-7-16-8 (.079)

Last 4 Sts-$21,000b g 8, by Art Major, Unred Hanover by Western Ideal 
Ameer Najor,West Bloomfield,MI
N. Bresnahan 26-0-1-4(.000)  Br.- Winbak Farm,MD

1:50.4 M1
1:53 YR

25 PcD 3 1 2 0 $17,000 25 Tot 7 4 3 0 $42,300
24 PcD 0 0 0 0 - 24 Tot 34 5 5 3 $75,660
23 PcD 0 0 0 0 - Life  165 28 31 21 $615,285

Pkt,gap,2d best-6
Gave way,2d best-8

Tck,cvr,handy-6
Ld,yld,ang ln,stdy-8

1st up,led lane,safely-8
2w pst 1/4,ld,safely-10

Bad cvr,3w pst 3/4,hndy-10
Sat bk,fand out ln,pace-8
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10 POCONO SAT
EXACTA - 50 CENT TRIFECTA | 50 CENT SUPERFECTA | 50 CENT PICK 4 (10-11-12-13)

  8 Mar25  2PcD  fstHK{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  cGame 30CL  17000 3  3HU  3GX  3{FU  2X  1IU  GNapltnJr  KRynldsJr  28  28  2 7  2 7  1:52  96  -7 8w  L]. 2 0 LynsSrfng WorldFrTw KtnySntna
  1 Mar25  5PcD  fstHJ{  27    :55  1:23  1:51  cGame27.5CL  17000 1  3HU  3GX  3GX  3FU  1G X  ANapolitn  JoBongirn  27  28  28  27  1:51  96  -7 7w  L]. 1 0 LynsSrfng GeniusMan Levi
22 Feb25  1PcD  fstHG{  26    :56  1:24  1:52  25000  17000 5  3GX  1FU  1FU  1H  1N Z  ANapolitn  JoBongirn  27  29  27  27  1:52  94  -11 7w  L]. 2 0 LynsSrfngHoosirClbOhCofeBen
10 Feb25  5YR  fstHF{  27    :58  1:26  1:55  NW7500L5  14000 6ip  6NZ  6MZ  6J  5JX  4dqp6H  JoBongirn  JoBongirn  29  30  27  27  1:55  84  -1 4w  L]1.55  JettStarNShakespreRlWthThF
31 Jan25  1YR  gdIG{  28    :56  1:25  1:54  NW5674L5  12000 2  1{D  1FX  1FZ  1H  1J U  YaGingras  JoBongirn  28  28  28  29  1:54  95  -5 5w  L]1 . 0 5  LynsSrfngKingsvileJtRck
23 Jan25  4YR  fstGE{  28    :58  1:27  1:56  NW5000  12000 5  6LX  6{IX  6{IX  6J  4F  YaGingras  JoBongirn  29  29  28  28  1:56  82  -6 6w  L1.70  JettStarNWatspSnshAladin
10 Jan25  4MF  fstHH{  26    :54  1:23  1:51  NW2000  8500 9  7MU  7{KZ  8{{KX  5IU  2GX  JoBongirn  JoBongirn  28  27  28  27  1:52  93  -1 1w  L]1.20  DncngLwLynsSrfngCldCrkFl
12 Dec24  5YR  fstHF{  28    :58  1:26  1:56  3-5YO20CLM  13000 2  7FE  7FF  8NX  7FG  7FE  DaDube  ShTaggart  30  30  27  29  1:58  71  +0 6w  L2.75  SnzeULozeMonacoHnvWlftrx

  8 Mar25  1PcD  fstHK{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  Game 30CL  17000 2  2FU  2FU  3F  2X  1C  ANapolitn  MaPiotrow  27  29  28  28  1:53  85  -7 8w  L]. 6 0 StrikngIm SntfsCoch SpdyDmncA
  1 Mar25  11PcD  fstHJ{  27    :57  1:25  1:52  cGame27.5CL  17000 5  2FU  2FU  2FU  2FU  2C  GNapltnJr  JaBako  27  30  27  27  1:52  90  -7 7w  L].60  BlmntMajr StrikngIm KtnySntna
22 Feb25  5PcD  fstHK{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  Game 25CL  17000 6  1FU  2FU  3FU  2FU  2Z  GNapltnJr  JaBako  27  29  29  29  1:54  81  -11 7w  L7.60  OstroHnv StrikngIm LastGdbye
  6 Feb25  7YR  gdHG{  27    :57  1:26  1:55  3-6YO20CLM  13000 2  3I  3H  5GZ  5IX  5J  MaKakaley  JaBako  28  29  29  29  1:56  82  -8 3w  L3.55  CaghtnlndSouthPontClvlndBM
24 Jan25  2YR  fstGI{  29    :58  1:27  1:56  Q u a   2  3IZ  3J  3K  3KZ  3KU  ScBako  JaBako  30  29  28  29  1:57       Lnb  PrclsBech DelghtDu StrikngIm
  8 Apr24  2YR  fstJI{  27    :57  1:26  1:54  3-5YO50CLM  20000 1  2{Z  1FX  1U  1D  1X  MaKakaley  JaBako  27  30  29  28  1:54  90  +6 7w  L]. 6 0 StrkngImJstEnfStfTwnDlx
25 Mar24  7YR  fstIG{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  3-5YO50CLM  20000 4  1FX  1FX  1Z  1FX  1G X  MaKakaley  JaBako  27  29  28  28  1:53  98  +4 11w L]. 7 0 StrikngImTwnDlxAssHnv
18 Mar24  1YR  fstIH{  27    :57  1:25  1:54  3-6YO50CLM  20000 7  7N  7N  7IZ  7KX  5HX  MaKakaley  JaBako  29  29  27  28  1:55  86  -3 4w  L4.70  KngJmsExJstEnfStfShkspr

  8 Mar25  4PcD  fstHK{  27    :55  1:23  1:52  Game 30CL  17000 4  1{B  1FU  1H  1G  1G U  ANapolitn  LoPena  2 7  2 8  28  28  1:52  96  -7 8w  ]. 7 0 BlmntMajrTripHamerHesmnPlyr
  1 Mar25  11PcD  fstHJ{  27    :57  1:25  1:52  Game27.5CL  17000 2  1FU  1FU  1FU  1FU  1C  ANapolitn  LoPena  27  30  27  27  1:52  92  -7 7w  2 . 6 0  BlmntMajr StrikngIm KtnySntna
22 Feb25  12PcD  fstHM{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  cGame 25CL  17000 5  5HX  5J  7IU  7HX  5HZ  TyButer  SaShaw  27  29  28  29  1:55  78  -11 7w  5.00  Levi WorldFrTw HntForCsh
10 Feb25  1PcD  gdGK{  29    :58  1:27  1:55  Q u a   2  4I  4KX  2{M  2I  2IZ  TyButer  SaShaw  30  29  29  27  1:56       nb  HungryAng BlmntMajr AirFrcHnv
30 Jan25  13Btv  fstGN{  27    :57  1:26  1:54  Opn  13000 4  3{GU  2FU  6FH  6GF  6dis  KeKashJr  SaShaw  28  29  31  36  2:04  46    8.60  Itslbtfth PrimoUomo MachLeMre
23 Jan25  14Btv  fstGI{  28  1:00  1:29  1:59  NW7000  11000 1  1F  1FU  1Z  1FX  1F  AnMonti  SaShaw  28  31  29  29  1:59  75    ]. 8 5 BlmntMajr OutOnBail PickpMHnv
  9 Jan25  3Btv  gdGE{  28    :58  1:26  1:55  NW5250L4  9500 1  1FX  1FU  1GX  1I  1H Z  AnMonti  SaShaw  28  29  28  29  1:55  92    ]. 2 0 BlmntMajr JoPasWarr Barrier
31 Dec24  5Phl  fstJE{  27    :56  1:25  1:53  cCL 20000  11000 1  3H  3HU  4HU  4HX  3HU  BrBeckwth  HuOakes  28  29  28  28  1:54  85  +3 10w 5.20  StonbrdgK OhCofeBen BlmntMajr

  8 Mar25  8PcD  fstHM{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  cGame 30CL  17000 6  1{U  1FU  1F  1FU  2FU  JaBartltt  RoBurke  27  29  28  28  1:53  90  -7 8w  L].70  BlvleFrnk CaptnFncy SunOfAShw
  1 Mar25  1PcD  fstHL{  27    :57  1:24  1:52  cGame27.5CL  17000 4  1FU  1FU  1Z  1FU  1F  BrxBoyd  DJTnyyhll  27  29  27  28  1:52  92  -7 7w  L]1 . 3 0  CaptnFncy DpRealrdl OstroHnv
22 Feb25  11PcD  fstHM{  26    :56  1:24  1:53  Game 25CL  17000 5  2Z  1FU  1FU  1FU  1F Z  BrxBoyd  DJTnyyhll  26  29  28  29  1:53  85  -11 7w  L5 . 3 0  CaptnFncyOdsLiqdtyBigDremFl
10 Feb25  3PcD  gdGK{  30  1:02  1:32  2:00  Q u a   [8  7M  7LX  7{IX  5IX  4HU  TyButer  DJTnyyhll  32  31  29  28  2:01       Lnb  PatStanly TrickyCpt AlwysAWay
29 Dec24  12Phl  gdKG{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  NW5000 L5  7500 8  8MX  8LX  8{{J  7J  7J  BrBeckwth  DJTnyyhll  28  29  28  29  1:55  83  -5 7w  L4.30  MrDunigns RacerPacr Surfrider
13 Dec24  5Phl  fstHJ{  26    :54  1:22  1:52  25000  11500 3  2{X  2FX  3FX  4GX  6MU  BrBeckwth  DJTnyyhll  26  28  28  31  1:54  88  +0 5w  L6.20  Itslbtfth Gentlmnjm TripHamer
  6 Dec24  3Phl  fstHJ{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  25000  11500 2  4IX  4JZ  2{FZ  3FU  4F  BrBeckwth  DJTnyyhll  28  29  27  29  1:53  90  -2 4w  L3.00  ImThePce Itslbtfth Gentlmnjm
  1 Dec24  14Phl  fstIE{  26    :54  1:22  1:53  NW5000 L5  7500 3  5I  5{M  5{HZ  4FX  2U  TiTetrick  DJTnyyhll  27  28  27  29  1:53  93  +1 8w  L].70  RthmOfthR CaptnFncy RauRu

  8 Mar25  11PcD  fstHM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  cGame 30CL  17000 6  2B  1FU  1Z  1FU  1B  JaBartltt  RoBurke  27  29  28  28  1:52  90  -7 8w  L]. 3 0 RealSurel OstroHnv KilowtKid
  1 Mar25  7PcD  fstHJ{  26    :56  1:24  1:52  cGame27.5CL  17000 7  1FU  1FU  1FU  1FZ  1X  JPantalen  BrPresto  26  29  27  28  1:52  93  -7 7w  L]1 . 2 0  RealSurelLitrlLHnvDancngLew
22 Feb25  4PcD  fstHI{  28    :57  1:25  1:54  cGame 25CL  17000 6  2FU  1FU  1F  1Z  2X  JPantalen  JuPirillo  28  29  27  29  1:54  82  -11 7w  L1.20  SpdyDmncARealSurelUpTheCrek
  7 Feb25  6Mw  fstHG{  26    :55  1:22  1:50  SA20000CLM  12000 5  2FX  2FX  2FX  2F  1G U  DaPalone  SaSokol  26  28  26  28  1:50  106   L]1 . 2 0  RealSurel Watastory OsiThScnd
31 Jan25  5Mw  slyIM{  27    :57  1:25  1:53  SA20000CLM  12000 4  1{F  1FX  1F  1FX  1F U  DaPalone  SaSokol  27  30  27  28  1:53  96    L]. 4 0 RealSurel OsiThScnd KilowtKid
25 Jan25  9Mw  fstHG{  27    :57  1:25  1:53  c20000  12000 4  2FX  2FX  3G  4GX  1F U  DaPalone  BrPresto  27  29  28  28  1:53  89    L]. 9 0 RealSurel RelrbsAtP VpRockin
14 Jan25  3Mw  fstFJ{  29    :59  1:28  1:57  Q u a   7  5KX  5KX  2{G  1F  1G X  DaPalone  BrPresto  30  29  28  28  1:57       Lnb  RealSurel RedRghtMn BomBmBlsy
24 Nov24  10Phl  fstJJ{     :    :   CL 15000  9000 scratched-jg-trainer under susp          +2 5w   

  8 Mar25  1PcD  fstHK{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  Game 30CL  17000 1  1FU  1FU  1X  1X  3FZ  GNapltnJr  KRynldsJr  27  29  28  29  1:54  85  -7 8w  L4.00  StrikngIm SntfsCoch SpdyDmncA
  1 Mar25  2PcD  fstHL{  28    :57  1:24  1:53  cGame27.5CL  17000 3  1{X  1FU  1X  1FU  2FU  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  28  29  27  28  1:53  90  -7 7w  L].80  ToTheHuntSpdyDmncAKilowtKid
22 Feb25  4PcD  fstHI{  28    :57  1:25  1:54  Game 25CL  17000 2  4HZ  4HZ  2{F  2Z  1X  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  29  29  27  29  1:54  85  -11 7w  L]1 . 1 0  SpdyDmncA RealSurel UpTheCrek
  3 Feb25  7YR  fstIF{  27    :56  1:25  1:55  30000clm  16000 5  3HU  3HX  2{B  2D  6HZ  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  27  29  28  30  1:56  86  -2 5w  L].55  Laz ImAPwrply OzoneBlc
22 Jan25  8YR  fstFI{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  30000clm  16000 1  3H  3H  2{B  1U  1F X  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  28  29  28  28  1:54  94  -6 4w  L]1 . 0 0  SpdyDmncAJstPlnLcHrknkngj
31 Dec24  8Phl  slyJE{  28    :57  1:24  1:52  nw10000 L5  11000 6  6LX  6{JU  4{IX  4I  4GZ  BrChishlm  PeEngblom  29  29  27  27  1:53  97  +3 10w L21.80  RseRunZke CptCrusdr MeaCulpaA
11 Dec24  1YR  gdJE{  27    :56  1:25  1:53  25000clm  15000 1  2G  2FX  2FX  2U  1IZ  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  27  29  28  28  1:53  94  -5 4w  L]1 . 4 0  SpdyDmncAKysDshKtnySntn
26 Nov24  13Nfd  fstHK{     :    :   30000CLPRO  14000 scratched-jg-failure to honor dec          -1 9w   

  8 Mar25  11PcD  fstHM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Game 30CL  17000 5  4GX  4{GX  2{Z  2FU  2B  ANapolitn  PBlumnfld  27  29  28  28  1:52  94  -7 8w  L6.70  RealSurel OstroHnv KilowtKid
  1 Mar25  1PcD  fstHL{  27    :57  1:24  1:52  Game27.5CL  17000 1  4HZ  4HZ  2{Z  3FU  3F  ANapolitn  PBlumnfld  28  29  27  28  1:53  92  -7 7w  L6.10  CaptnFncy DpRealrdl OstroHnv
22 Feb25  5PcD  fstHK{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  Game 25CL  17000 1  6IZ  6KU  4{FU  4FZ  1Z  JaBartltt  PBlumnfld  28  29  28  29  1:54  83  -11 7w  L8 . 2 0  OstroHnv StrikngIm LastGdbye
  5 Feb25  3YR  fstGM{  28    :58  1:27  1:56  20000  13000 6  6MZ  6LZ  6KX  i6JU  5NU  StSmith  PBlumnfld  30  30  28  29  1:58  71  -7 7w  L24.25  KtnySntnaRsRnXcnBtrbcklp
29 Jan25  4YR  fstHK{  27    :58  1:27  1:57  20000  13000 7  7NX  7N  7NU  7IZ  4GZ  StSmith  PBlumnfld  29  30  29  28  1:57  74  -12 3w  L65.00  MrDngnsShdwInRdMghtySnt
22 Jan25  3YR  fstFI{  28    :58  1:27  1:56  20000  13000 3  5KU  5K  5IZ  4H  4FX  MaKakaley  PBlumnfld  29  29  28  28  1:56  78  -6 4w  L4.90  RecrdYearShdwInRedMightySnt
  4 Jan25  3MF  fstGN{  28    :57  1:25  1:53  TM<77.5Cd  9500 8  5K  6{I  7{{KX  4GU  1G  JaBartltt  PBlumnfld  29  28  28  27  1:53  85  +2 5w  L]2 . 9 0  OstrHnvDncItOtWhmrJmr
18 Dec24  11YR  gdIJ{  28    :59  1:27  1:55  20000  13000 4  6LX  6LZ  6N  5I  3KZ  StSmith  PBlumnfld  29  31  28  27  1:56  81  -4 6w  L15.40  ShdwInRedMightySntOstroHnv

  8 Mar25  6PcD  fstHK{  28    :57  1:24  1:52  cGame 30CL  17000 5  2F  2FU  2H  2GX  2FZ  GNapltnJr  PBlumnfld  28  29  27  28  1:53  89  -7 8w  L].30  Watastory GeniusMan PrfctlyC
  1 Mar25  5PcD  fstHJ{  27    :55  1:23  1:51  cGame27.5CL  17000 4  1G  1FU  1FU  1X  2GX  MHrschbrgr  RiJohnson  27  28  28  28  1:52  96  -7 7w  L6.10  LynsSrfng GeniusMan Levi
22 Feb25  8PcD  fstHK{  26    :55  1:23  1:53  cGame 25CL  17000 6  3GX  3GX  3{FU  4GU  1F U  MHrschbrgr  MiSeddon  27  29  28  29  1:53  87  -11 7w  L]. 7 0 GeniusMan DpRealrdl FrancsUnd
17 Feb25  1YR  fstGM{  27    :57  1:26  1:56  30000clm  16000 8  2D  2FX  3FZ  3G  2FU  MHrschbrgr  MiSeddon  27  29  29  29  1:56  80  -5 5w  L24.75  PrnOfTdsGeniusManOzoneBlc
  5 Feb25  2YR  fstGM{  28    :58  1:26  1:55  25000clm  15000 3  3H  3H  2{FX  1X  1X  MHrschbrgr  MiSeddon  29  29  27  28  1:55  87  -7 7w  L]1 . 3 0  GnsMnPrnOfTdsSpOfBrbn
25 Jan25  6MF  fstGM{  26    :55  1:23  1:51  25000  15000 9  2{Z  1FU  1FU  1FU  1C  MHrschbrgr  MiSeddon  27  28  28  27  1:51  94  +1 5w  L3 . 1 0  GnsMnHntFrCshImstynlv
18 Jan25  6MF  fstIE{  26    :56  1:22  1:50  25000  15000 8  8FF  8{JX  6{LZ  4KZ  1Z  MHrschbrgr  MiSeddon  28  28  27  26  1:50  98  +4 5w  L7 4 . 3 0 GnsMnCllmtLstGdby
11 Jan25  5MF  fstHE{  29    :57  1:25  1:54  Q u a   7  8MZ  8FF  8N  7I  3F  BrChishlm  MiSeddon  30  28  27  27  1:54       Lnb  VntrsmArThRgltrGnsMn
M Kakaley 3 over 5 & 6

LYONS SURFING(L)
3 1:50 (5/8) $1,978 SHS-HBG $110,000

 
]

]

3 3 1 4 1 4
1 3 3 3 4 1 3 3
4 4 1 1 3 2 4
3 1 4 3 2 4 4 3
4 4 4 1
1 3 1 3 4 2 3 2
4 4 3 2 4 4
4 4 4 1 4 1 3 3 1

STRIKING IMPACT(L)
4 1:51.1 Q $4,261 LEX-SEL $50,000

 
 

2 2 4 4 3 2 4 4
1 2 4 2 1 3 3 4
2 1 1 2 2 1 3
1 1 1 3 1 2 1

4 2 2 4 4 3
3 4 4 4 4 4
2 3 4 1 2 1 1 2 1
4 1 3 3 3 2 3 3 1

BELMONT MAJOR N
5 1:49.3 (5/8) $2,455

 
]

2 2 2 3
1 2 4 1 1 3 4 4
1 1 1 2 4 2 4 1 1
1 3 3 4 4 2 3 4
3 1 1 2 2 4
4 3 4 1 3 2
2 4 4 2 3 4 4
3 4 3 1 1 1 3 1

CAPTAIN FANCY(L)
5 1:50 (5/8) $1,755 LEX-SEL $50,000

 
 

]

2 3 3 2 1 3 1
3 1 4 4 3 3 3 4
3 3 4 4 4 4 1 4
2 1 2 2 3

1 1 3 2 1 1
1 2 3 2 1 2 1 1
2 1 2 3 1 1 2 4
2 1 4 1 3 4 2

REAL SURREAL(L)
10 1:50.2 (5/8) $3,693

]
 

]
] ] ]

1 1 3 4 1 2 1 4
4 2 3 4 3 3 3 3
1 3 1 2 2 1 3 1 2
2 1 2 3 4 4 1 2
2 4 3 3 2 2 4 3
3 1 4 4 3 2 4
1 2 4 1 3

SPEEDY DOMINIC A(L)
7 1:49.2 (7/8) $2,533

 
 

2 2 4 4 2 2 2 1
3 4 3 1 2 1

1 3 1 2 2 2
3 2 1 3 3 1 3

3 4 3 2 1 1 1 4 2
3 4 2 2 1 2

1 4 4 3 2 1 3 4

OSTRO HANOVER(L)
4 1:50.3 (5/8) $1,520 GOSHEN $11,000

 
 

]

1 1 3 4 3 1 4
3 1 4 4 2 3
2 1 1 2 2 2
2 4 3 2 1 1 2 2 1
4 1 1 3 2 3 3
3 2 3 4 4 2 4 4

1 3 1 4 1 2 3

2 1 1 4 1 2 2

GENIUS MAN(L)
8 1:50.4 (1) Q $2,877 LEX-SEL $87,000

 
 

]

3 1 2 2
1 3 3 3 1 2 2
3 3 4 4 4 4
4 1 2 1 4 3 2 3 2
4 3 4 4 2 4 4 4 4
4 3 4 3 3 1 4 3
3 1 3 4 4 2 3 4

1 1 4 2 4 2 2
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It’s not something you see all that often in harness racing. After all, the 
word “standard” makes up two-thirds of the word “standardbred”, and 
those standardbreds in what is probably 99 percent of the races in North 
America go a distance of one mile.

Well, The Meadowlands is going to shake things up a bit this weekend, 
and, quite possibly, down the road as well.

On Friday (March 14), the 13th race at The Big M will be conducted at 
five-eighths-of-a-mile, which figures to test horsemen and handicappers 
alike.

Meadowlands’ racing secretary Scott Warren says this is just a first 
small step toward what could possibly become something bigger.

“We’ve been kicking around the idea of a shorter-distance series,” said 
Warren. “Rather than do that right away, I decided to do it with a race for 
a couple of reasons. One, when going a shorter distance, you worry about 
safety, as it’s a different style of racing.

“Another reason is wagering on the product. That’s the reason for this 
first week, the race was placed towards the end of the card where handle 
decreases some. I didn’t want to put it in the heart of the program where 
wagering is strong. If we feel there is interest, I then wouldn’t be opposed 
to moving the race to earlier on the program.

“If it goes over OK, I’m not opposed to writing more races or even a 
short series. We may also go in the other direction and write a longer 
distance race for trotters in the future.”

The sprint for TrackMaster 68 pacers features a pair of horses with 
good early speed, so they figure to take plenty of action at the windows.

Sargeant Sonny is the 3-1 morning-line favorite and will depart from 
post four with driver Tyler Miller. The Jose Ramos student has led for the 
first three-quarters of three of his last four races and looks like a logical 
public choice.

John Novello trains 7-2 second choice Gaius Crastinus, who will leave 
from post two with Braxten Boyd in the bike. He’s led at the half in each 
of his last two, so the action figures to be hot and heavy from the get-go in 
what figures to be an exciting dash.

“We are not now, or ever have been, afraid to try new things,” said 
track Chief Operating Officer and General Manager Jason Settlemoir. 
“The possibility of odd-distance racing is something we think our fan 
base might react well to. Our product has a level of unpredictability to 
begin with. When you add in races that are either shorter or longer than 
the one mile everyone is used to, you get an even more-competitive race 
where the outcome is tougher to predict. That’s what our fan base likes.” 

A GRAND CONTEST: Calling all handicappers!
The third edition of the 2025 Meadowlands Monthly Handicapping 

contest takes place on Friday (March 14). The event, which takes place 
once a month, goes for prize money totaling $1,000.

For those interested in taking part, these are the details:
· There is a $1,000 prize pool and the top two finishers earn entry into 

a December invitation-only tournament that will go for $10,000 in prize 
money.

· Contestants must be on-site to participate.
· For complete information, and to enter, go here.
CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK’S DAY: On Saturday (March 15), come 

to the track and meet a pair of legendary Irish athletes when former New 
York Jets quarterback Ray Lucas and heavyweight boxing great Gerry 
Cooney will be on hand to say hello to fans.

Ask them about touchdowns and knockouts when a meet and greet 
takes place from 5:30-6:30 p.m. in the Clubhouse Lobby.

There will also be a celebratory St. Patrick’s Day race on the card, 
sponsored by Mary and Peter Grandich. Mr. Grandich is an author, 
financial advisor and horse owner, who, along with his wife, Lucas and 
Cooney, will make a presentation to the winning connections of the 
fourth race.

-edited release (Meadowlands)

Meadowlands experimenting 
with shorter-distance racing

At DRF Harness we strive to provide the best handicapping infor-
mation in the sport. Each week we’ll use this space to bring you some 
of our handicappers’ best bets and value plays. Use this information 
as one of your tools when wagering or simply click on the link above 
and head to DRF Bets to wager now. 

ThuRsdaY, MaRch 13

RACE 2

(6) FOX VALLEY TATUM got a 
perfect trip in her latest but had 
plenty of pace in the lane when 
she tipped off cover. She has been 
racing well and should be given 
every chance to double up; Billy 
Davis Jr.’s choice.

-John Rallis

fRidaY, MaRch 14

RACE 7

(2) I’LL HUNT YOU DOWN 
has won two straight in this 
class including out-gaming a 
rival that seemed to have him 
beat last time. He’s very difficult 
to pick against tonight.  

-derick Giwner

RACE 11
(3) BUCKTOBER recently 

shipped in from Canada and 
joined the Bako barn, then over-
came a break and tough trip to 
just miss in his local debut, also 
with Lasix added. Trotter can get 
over the top tonight.

-Matt Rose

saTuRdaY, MaRch 15

RACE 6

(9) WRITE ME A ROSE plunges 
down the class ladder tonight off 
a much improved effort where he 
dropped a few seconds and came 
home in 26 4/5; expecting early 
speed tonight and a big mile.

-Giwner

full caRd analYsis / pasT peRfoRMances
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openinG caRds of 2025 MeeT dRaWn aT hoosieR

Harrah’s Hoosier Park Racing & Casino will begin its 32nd season of 
live harness racing on Friday, March 14 with a 14-race card. A total of 
104 horses have been entered for the season opener, which gets underway 
with a first post of 6:15 p.m. (EDT).

Read MoRe

foRMeR ushWa pResidenT BaRRY lefKoWiTz passes aWaY aT 66

Barry Lefkowitz, 66, a longtime publicist and executive in harness 
racing and a driving force in the resurgence of the United States Harness 
Writers Association as the current Chair of the Board and immediate 
past president, and through his efforts involving the Dan Patch Awards 
Banquet, passed away after battling cancer for the last year.

Read MoRe

69 noMinaTed To 2025 noRTh aMeRica cup

Woodbine Entertainment Monday (3/10) announced 69 3-year-old 
pacers, including filly Chantilly, have been nominated to this year’s C$1 
million North America Cup (G1) at Woodbine Mohawk Park.   

This year’s North America Cup is scheduled for Saturday, June 14. 
Read MoRe

$3,042 picK-5 caRRYoVeR saTuRdaY niGhT aT MGM noRThfield paRK

On Wednesday night (Mar. 12th) the Pick-5 went unsolved creating a 
$3,042 carryover to move forward to Saturday night (Mar. 15th). 

The $1 pick-5 wager beginning in race 6 features an estimated pool of 
$15,000. As always it sports the player-friendly 14% takeout.  

The 50-cent non-jackpot pick-6 beginning in the 8th race will also have 
its own carryover of $1,122 and boasts the low 14% takeout. 

-release (MGM northfield)

delaWaRe (oh) MaRch 15 paYMenTs due

Two-year-old sustaining payments for the 81st edition of the Little 
Brown Jug (Grade 1), the 56th Jugette (Grade 1), the 74th Old Oaken 
Bucket (3-year-old open trot – Grade 3) and the 74th Buckette (3-year-old 
filly trot – Grade 3) are due March 15. These payments are for foals of 2023 
and will be raced in 2026. 

2-year-olds not nominated in the May 15, 2024 yearling payment, may 
be made eligible thru a supplemental nomination fee on or before the 
March 15, 2024 payment. This supplemental payment is in addition to the 
normal March 15 payment. Please visit the staking section of ustrotting.
com to see the details. 

Sustaining payments are also due for the 86th Standardbred two-year-
old colt and filly stakes for foals of 2023 to be raced in 2025. 

The $1.2M (est.) Ohio Breeders Championships require a single $300 
($100 for the aged events) nomination payment due March 15, 2025 with 
no further sustaining payments required. 

Also on the Delaware County Fair race schedule are $20,000 legs of the 
Buckeye Stallion Series. To nominate to the BSS, a $250 nomination fee is 
due with no further sustaining payments required. 

The Delaware County Fair is once again pleased to be a part of the Ohio 
Fair Racing Conference. The OFRC events require either a $75 nomina-
tion fee for just the Delaware County Fair or $440 for all the OFRC events. 
Nominations for the BSS and ORFC events must be postmarked by March 
15, 2025 and sent directly to the Ohio Harness Horseman’s Association, 
2237 Sonora Drive, Grove City, OH 43123. 

The five-day Delaware Grand Circuit meet opens Sunday, September 14 
and will run through Thursday, September 18. 

Make checks payable and send all other entries to: The Delaware 
County Fair, Tom Wright, P.O. Box 1560, Powell, OH 43065. 

For the latest news, information and nomination forms, please visit the 
Little Brown Jug website: www.littlebrownjug.com. 

-release (little Brown Jug)

eMpiRe BReedeRs classic paYMenTs aRe due

The Empire Breeders Classic payments come due March 15 (post-
marked by March 17 will be accepted). 

Pertinent information and necessary forms are available on the Tioga 
Downs website.  Call (607) 972-5500 for details. 

-release (Tioga)

paYMenT due MaRch 15 foR 2026 MeadoWlands pace

The $400 sustaining payment on 2-year-olds (foals of 2023) to race in the 
2026 Meadowlands Pace is due March 15 (postmarked by March 17). There 
is a supplemental payment of $1,000 that may be made to gain eligibility 
for any foal of 2023 that was not made eligible by the yearling payment.  

The list of horses that were made eligible by the yearling payment is here. 
The form is available on the Meadowlands website. 
Sustaining payments for all 2025 Meadowlands stakes are also due on 

March 15. The list of eligible horses for all those stakes is posted on the website. 
-release (Meadowlands)

KeYsTone ushWa announces aWaRd WinneRs

Evan Pattak and Pohla Smith, the husband-and-wife team who have 
been the “First Family” of Pennsylvania harness racing communica-
tions for over four decades, have been selected to receive the Mary Lib 
Miller Award, the highest honor annually given by the Keystone Chapter 
of the United States Harness Writers Association (USHWA).

 Also to be honored by Keystone USHWA  are T C I, Pennsylvania Sire 
Stakes Horse of the Year; Todd Schadel, the Pennsylvania Trainer/Driver 
of the Year Award; Greg Wasiluk, the Unsung Hero Award; George Napol-
itano Jr., the Special Achievement Award; and the Rocky Top Stable, the 
Small Stable of the Year Award.

The Keystone award winners will be presented their awards in track-
side ceremonies during the Pennsylvania ovals’ racing seasons.

-edited release (Keystone ushWa)

susan laden passes aWaY aT aGe 80

Susan Laden, a prominent horse owner of champions in the 1980s, died 
after a short illness at Englewood Health Care in New Jersey, not far from 
where she resided. She was 80.

During the 1980s, Ms. Laden, a petite blond, was a striking presence in 
winner’s circles, especially at the Meadowlands. She owned many nota-
ble horses throughout the years, primarily racing as North Woodland 
Stables, including:

Central Park West p,2,1:53 3/5f ($534,863), a world champion, Breeders 
Crown winner and the 2-Year-Old Pacing Filly of the Year; JEF’S Spice 
3,1:55 2/5 ($951,469), a Breeders Crown winner at ages 2 and 3; Supergill 
3,1:53 3/5 ($664,194), winner of the 1987 Peter Haughton Memorial Trot and 
early-season favorite for the Hambletonian; Keyser Lobell 2,1:58 ($610,965), 
winner of the 1988 Peter Haughton Memorial Trot; and many others.  

Ms. Laden’s horses were primarily trained by Bob Bencal, Bruce Nick-
ells, Ray Remmen, Mark Loewe, Doug Miller and Kevin McDermott. In 
1987, just two years after she bought her first Standardbred racehorse, 
she owned two starters in the rich Woodrow Wilson Pace for 2-year-old 
colts, Kingston and Threefold, who each won their elimination races.

“I really liked horse racing, but I didn’t like going and watching other 
people’s horses,” Ms. Laden told racing writer Mike Farrell of The Record 
in New Jersey. “I’ve got a business of my own and I’m independent. I 
thought I would give it a shot.”

Ms. Laden’s business was a successful flea market that she established 
in Union City, N.J. Ms. Laden’s approach to harness racing was hands on 
as she studied pedigrees in sales catalogs and then went to the yearling 
sales to personally inspect the horses she liked on paper.

Ms. Laden is survived by sons Eric Haber (Stacey) and Paul (Elena), 
and grandchildren Ashley, Matthew, Max, Sasha, Ellie, Evan and Olivia.

A funeral service was conducted on March 9 with a private burial on 
March 10.  The family requests that memorial contributions be made to 
the National Kidney Foundation.
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