
The final preliminary 
rounds of the Blue Chip 
Matchmaker Series and the 
MGM Borgata Series are 
set to take place on Friday 
(April 25) and Monday 
(April 28) at Yonkers Race-
way. The likelihood that the 
leg will materially change 
the shape of the fields for 
the final is slim, as most of 
the eight spots in each rich 
final set to take place on 
May 9 are well secured.

The fourth round of 
the Borgata completed 
on Monday (April 21) was 
interesting in the fact 
that you could tell things 
were a bit more serious, 
at least for a pair of horses 
that entered the round in 
precarious positions. With 
five preliminary legs, it’s 
hard to say that there isn’t 
a fairer series of races in 
North America where 
horses get the optimal 
number of chances to reach 
the final. At the same time, 
drawing outside or into 
a stacked division can at 
times compromise a horse’s 
chances. Yet over a five 
week period of preliminaries the odds balance 
out and when they do, horses and horsemen must 
make the most of their opportunities.

That’s why it hardly came as a surprise to see 
two veteran drivers caught in a bitter speed duel 
as this year’s contender Binge On Yankee (Scott 
Zeron) was in a do-or-die battle with the 2023-
24 champion Hellabalou (Yannick Gingras), as 

the former parked the latter through an incred-
ibly fast 26 2/5 first fraction and then dealt with 
pressure the entire mile. Hellabalou has clearly 
not been the same horse this year, but Binge On 
Yankee has come to play each week and was in 
search of a second leg victory and a definite spot 
in the final.

In the end, the early and consistent pressure 
inevitably was too much and Binge On Yankee 
was passed late by Chase H Hanover, a horse, 
having missed the third leg intentionally, was in 
need of a win to be sitting on the fence for a spot 
in the final.
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Coaches Corner (above) and Mossdale Ben are the likely favorites 
for the May 9 Borgata final at Yonkers.
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Sire of the Two-Year-Old 
NJSS Champion in 2024!

2025 STALLIONS
Quality Over Quantity!

SIX PACK
(Muscle Mass - Pleasing Lady - Cantab Hall)  •  3,1:49.1 ($1,973,661)

• The ONLY trotting stallion to win sub-1:50 twice!
•  The sire of 2024 two-year-old NJSS Champion NORDIC 

CATCHER S 2,1:53.3 -’24 ($329,227).
•  The sire of 2024 three-year-old Bluegrass Stakes winner 
   MR BLUEBIRD 3,1:53.1 -’24 ($282,796).
• Already the sire of 10, $100,000+ winners!

2025 FEE: $7,500 (U.S.)

deovolentefarms.com

TRIXTON
(Muscle Hill - Emilie Cas El - Garland Lobell)   •   2,1:54.4s; 3,1:50.3 ($968,696)

PERFECT STING
(Always B Miki - Shebestingin - Bettors Delight)  •  p,2,1:49.2; 3,1:48.1 ($1,861,447) 

Hambo Champ & Sire of Multiple 
OSS Winner from 1st Ontario Crop!

First Crop of Yearlings Were 
‘Buzzing’ in Lexington!

2025 FEE: $7,500 (U.S.)

2025 FEE: $10,000 (U.S.)

 • A $360,000 yearling from two of trotting’s greatest families.
•  Sire of multiple 2024 OSS winning two-year-old COUSIN HALIFAX 

(2,1:56s -’24; $46,750).
•  Sire of O’Brien Award winner EVIDENT BEAUTY 3,1:52.2 ($890,866).
• Sire of 77, $100,000+ earners and 79 in 1:55.

•  By a World Champion and out of a World Champion!
•  Breeders Crown champ at both two & three (undefeated at two).
•  His 1st crop colt, BAALBEK, brought $460,000 in the 2024 Lexington 

Selected Yearling Sale.
• His 46 Lexington Yearlings averaged $68,674.

 908-782-4848

Standing in Ontario at Winbak Farm.

Standing in New York at Winbak Farm.

Standing in New Jersey at Deo Volente Farms.

Call and inquire about our 
multiple mare discounts and our 

loyalty discounts!

https://deovolentefarms.com/


Binge On Yankee’s second-place finish still put him eighth in points for the 
final. He is just 15 ahead of Chase H Hanover (second nets a horse 25 points in 
addition to 25 participation points), yet his chances could be on shaky ground 
as the fifth leg draw, where three $50,000 divisions are in place, finds him 
with post two outside last year’s final runner-up and this year’s presumed 
favorite, Coaches Corner (post 1). The field also includes another guaranteed 
finalist in For Once Inmy Life (post 7), with the three-leg winner perhaps in 
a position to race from off the pace, if necessary, given the outside draw and 
the obvious high purse race in the immediate future.

The fourth leg did see For Once Inmy Life get the better of Coaches 
Corner, as driver Jason Bartlett elected to race from off the pace and 
could not make up enough ground in the final stages. To me the conserva-
tive drive was forced when another horse got in between Jordan Stratton 
and Jason Bartlett on the first turn and forced Bartlett’s hand. Coaches 
Corner, among all likely horses to be in this year’s MGM Borgata final, 
has the benefit of three key elements racing at Yonkers now or perhaps 
any time in the past. He’s got the leading driver in Bartlett, the leading 
trainer by far in Per Engblom, and perhaps even more important, he has 
clearly shown that he can muster up enough quick early speed to secure 
early position or race on the outside with or without cover to a solid result. 
Those elements may prove most advantageous since some of the other 
leading contenders for a top spot in the final have elements in their arse-
nal that could compromise their chances with big money on the table.

Mossdale Ben N, the leading point-getter in the series, has left slowly 
for position at times but never shown high speed sprinting to the top in 
any of his now eight starts at Yonkers since coming to this country. Like 
his rival Coaches Corner, Mossdale Ben N suffered one lone defeat in 
the series, ceding the lead to Coaches Corner in a division of the third 
leg of the Borgata and losing the battle in the final-quarter sprint in a 
1:50 4/5 mile, the fastest of any in the series. Despite seven wins in eight 
tries for trainer Peter Tritton, Mossdale Ben N has at times seemed chal-
lenged by the turns at Yonkers, though his overpowering late kick has 
managed to nullify any presumed handicap. It wouldn’t at all be surpris-
ing to see driver Jordan Stratton trying something different this Monday 
with Mossdale Ben N given the 7-year-old by A Rocknroll Dance drew the 
rail against five rivals that may be more than willing to let him cut the 

pace without incident. This is perhaps a key element not just for Mossdale 
Ben N’s profile but for driver Stratton, who to date has not had to commit 
between Mossdale Ben N and For Once Inmy Life, two guaranteed final-
ists he’s driven exclusively throughout the preliminaries.

While Coaches Corner has been as good throughout the preliminary legs 
in 2025 as he was last year in the MGM Borgata series, the same could not 
be said for Desperate Man. Totally dominant in 2024 until the final, Desper-
ate Man struggled to gain any traction as the beaten favorite in all three 
of his initial efforts in the series this year. Questions of his demise were in 
fact premature as the powerful 7-year-old son of Shadow Play reintroduced 
himself to the series with a statement effort in a dominating fourth-leg win 
that all but secured him a spot in this year’s final. Trainer Travis Alexan-
der had contended that perhaps the big horse needed more time to shake 
off the rust, having spent extra time out of action between his 2024 and 2025 
campaigns. Well, the rust came off in a major way as not only did Desperate 
Man survive getting parked into the second turn for command, but he also 
easily shed the solid Verdun in the two-hole on the backstretch and was still 
strong through a 28 1/5 final quarter and a solid 1:51 mile. 

Desperate Man may earn a bit more respect this week in Monday’s final 
leg, with post four in a field that includes guaranteed finalists Verdun (post 1) 
and Huntinthelastdolar (post 5), two horses he defeated in the fourth round.

Of course, no matter the results this week, one of the key elements 
to the rich MGM Borgata final on May 9 with a purse likely to be right 
around $550,000, will be post draw. While some have the capacity to over-
come a bad draw, at this point the serious question is what a bad draw 
might mean for either Desperate Man or Mossdale Ben N when the day 
comes. While Desperate Man has found the top in his preliminary legs, it 
has clearly come from a lot of extra work on the outside of the track. In his 
last two legs he was off the gate at the start and didn’t get involved in the 
first-turn skirmish. If that pattern continues to the final, Desperate Man 
could be compromised in the exact fashion he was in the 2024 final when 
he was parked the mile yet bravely finished third.

The build-up of five preliminary legs gives rise to the anticipation that the 
final will prove compelling race to watch and wager on. The MGM Borgata 
final has provided thrills and upsets in the past few years, and with legit-
imate contenders once again, all the elements are in place to see the 2025 
edition play out in unconventional ways. While we have seen a ton of fast 
miles to-date in the preliminary legs of the series, there has not been a point 
where two horses were entangled in the kind of speed duel witnessed when 
Linedrive Hanover and Desperate Man were responsible for fractions of 26 
4/5, 53 1/5 and 1:21 1/5, setting up the 11-1 upset victory of Hellabalou. 

The 2025 final is likely to produce the same kind of fireworks, making 
May 9 a date to circle on any harness racing fans’ calendar.

2025 MGM Borgata Series Standings (Thru 4/21/2025)
Horse		  Leg 1	 Leg 2	 Leg 3	 Leg 4	 Leg 5	 Total
Mossdale Ben N	 75	 75	 50	 75		  275
Coaches Corner	 50	 75	 75	 50		  250
Huntinthelastdolar	 50	 75	 75	 37		  237
Verdun		  75	 37	 75	 50		  237
For Once Inmy Life	 75	 75	 0	 75		  225
Desperate Man	 37	 50	 37	 75		  199
Aardies Flash N	 75	 33	 50	 33		  191
Binge On Yankee	 75	 37	 25	 50		  187
Chase H Hanover	 37	 50	 0	 75		  162
Himself N		  0	 33	 75	 50		  158
Charlie May	 33	 50	 37	 37		  157
Churchviewfrankl IR	 33	 37	 50	 37		  157
Hemsworth N	 33	 50	 37	 30		  150
Sherlock N		 30	 30	 50	 33		  143
Why Not Now	 37	 37	 37	 30		  141
It’s a Me Mario	 50	 75	 0	 0		  125
Camara Moment	 30	 30	 33	 30		  123
Humble A		  50	 33	 33	 0		  116
Hellabalou		 25	 33	 33	 25		  116
Blazing Home N	 33	 25	 30	 25		  113
Act Fast		  25	 33	 30	 25		  113
Miki Shan N	 0	 50	 30	 33		  113
Rocknroll Runa A	 25	 25	 30	 25		  105
Typhoon Banner N	 50	 25	 0	 30		  105
*Leg 5 to be contested on April 28
**Top 8 make the final; 9-16 make consolation
***Top 24 listed; Dunkin’ and Ammo could also make the consolation with a win & help
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Click here for Winbak Farm’s 2025 Yearling Lineup!
Joe & JoAnn Thomson, Winbak Farm Owners
Jack Burke, General Manager / James Ladwig, Yearling Manager
410.885.3059 / james.ladwig@winbakfarm.com / www.winbakfarm.com

Winbak Farm 
Congratulates  

DESPERATE MAN
WINNER OF $50,000

MGM BORGATA PACE LEG
IN 1:51 AT YONKERS! 

p, 2, 1:51.2s; 3, 1:49.3s ($1,525,774)
Shadow Play-Dreamlands Latte-Artsplace

Trainer: Travis Alexander/ Driver: Matt Kakaley
Owner: Kathy Cecchin

Bred, Raised & Sold by Winbak Farm!

WHISKEY STINGER, a yearling half-brother 
sired by Perfect Sting, sells in 2025!

®

http://www.drf.com/harness
https://winbakfarm.com/yearlings.asp


VIRGINIA 
IS FOR BABIES

VIRGINIA RACING BONUS! 
Earn double points from all starts at 
the Shenandoah Downs spring and 
fall meets.

4

PARTICIPATING FOALS...
...become elgible if raised in Virginia 
for at least 6 consecutive months 
before they turn 2 years old. 

3

HORSES ACCUMULATE POINTS...
...in every money earning overnite race start 
as a 2 and 3-year-old. Awards are distributed 
based on cumulative end-of-year point totals. 

2

$400,000 IN CERTIFIED BONUS MONIES...
...available for the '24 & '25 foal crop in BOTH 
of their 2 and 3-year-old seasons. That same 
bonus level will extend to future foal crops.

1

ATTENTION 2024 & 2025 
FOAL OWNERS! 

Get your share of bonus monies in Virginia’s 
lucrative Certified Residency Program!

Program details are at vhha.net or by calling Debbie Warnick at 443-463-0917.
(this program is separate from Virginia Breeders Fund program).

April 26 - June 8 • Saturdays and Sundays at 1:05 PM
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS OF PARI-MUTUEL HARNESS RACING IN WOODSTOCK THIS YEAR!

SHENANDOAH DOWNS SPRING
MEET IN WOODSTOCK, VA

TEN YEARS
2016 – 2025

https://www.vhha.net/
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A lot of factors go into winning a race and sometimes it takes getting over 
hurdles to get there. A bad trip, parked the mile, traffic, thrown shoe or lost 
equipment, and whatever else can happen in a race. All of it happens on the 
big screen in front of the cameras and under the lights for everyone to see. 
But what about the hurdles that are overcome that no one sees? 

For Hunting For Kisses, her path to the track, let alone to victory, was 
lined with obstacles. 

Bred by Crawford Farms, Hunting For Kisses is a 4-year-old daughter 
of Huntsville and the Pro Bono Best mare All About Kisses. The mare 
made her first start as a sophomore in February of 2024, appearing in a 
qualifying session at The Meadows, finishing second in 2:01 4/5 with Ron 
Burke holding the lines for trainer Michael Burke. She had been unraced 
to that point due to a fracture in her knee, leading to a blank 2-year-old 
campaign and time training back as a 3-year-old. 

Two weeks after that first qualifier, she competed in her first career 
race, a $9,000 conditioned distaff pace, which she won by 13-1/2 lengths 
in 1:54 4/5 with Ronnie Wrenn, Jr. in the bike for Michael Burke. Another 
two weeks went by and she was back in-to-go in that same $9,000 condi-
tioned distaff pace at The Meadows. She won wire-to-wire by a half-
length in 1:57 with the same driver/trainer combo. 

Hunting For Kisses was quickly showing promise as a young filly, but 
then she faced a hurdle that stopped her in her tracks. 

“I worked for Ron Burke and we were training her down as a 3-year-old 
and she was one of the best 3-year-olds that we were training down, as 
one of 79 horses there, and we were looking forward to her sire stakes and 
everything,” trainer/driver Dan Rawlings explained. 

“I had taken her to Dr. Brown because she had come up a little sore 
after her first lifetime start that she won and Dr. Brown did some work on 
her. The second time she won, we brought her back up to Brown’s again 
and she basically had two broken knees.

“She had to have a bunch of time off, then was put into the Harrisburg 
Sale,” Rawlings continued. “I talked to owner Cliff Grundy because I 
liked her so much. We paid $20,000 for her. I took my time with her. I took 
my time bringing her back because I thought she could be something 
more than just your everyday horse in the barn. I thought she had some 
serious talent and she just keeps winning.”

And “just keeps winning” is the truth for Hunting For Kisses.
Rawlings brought her back in mid-February of 2025 in a qualifier at 

Pocono Downs, a race she won in 1:57 2/5. 
“The first time I qualified her I wanted to take her off the gate. She’s a 

Huntsville so they are known to get a little hot. So I said I was going to 
race her from off the pace.”

From that point on, Hunting For Kisses has raced at Saratoga in condi-
tioned classes. Each race she reeled in the lion’s share of the purse by 3 
lengths, 4 1/2 lengths, 3 lengths again, and 4 1/4 lengths with a season’s 
best time of 1:56 2/5. 

“The first time I raced her at Saratoga, I put her behind the car and she 
was absolutely a loose cannon. She was really, really tough behind the 
car and I ended up quarter-poling her to the front and she relaxed on the 
front,” said Rawlings. “She just does it easy. I don’t think she’s had to put 
any effort in yet. That being said, since then, I have left with her. I get her 
to the front but I just kind of let her ease her way there.”

To date, Hunting For Kisses’ career record stands at six-for-six with a 
little over $25,000 in her bankroll. 

“She’s just learning to race and now she relaxes behind the car and 
is great in the post parade. She’s great to train; two fingers to train. 
Anybody could train her, but they aren’t allowed to because she’s mine. 
Honestly nobody has sat on her in a training mile yet. I just think she has 
a lot of talent. I think she is the type of horse that can go sub-1:50. Right 
now she hasn’t had to do that. Right now, it’s just educating.”

In the barn, she reads as a typical mare with a strong personality and 
the role of the boss.

“She bites every horse that goes by in the barn, she really doesn’t like 
women that much. She’s the boss, she’s the queen and she lets everyone 
know it,” laughed Rawlings. “She does love getting turned out with other 
horses, though. She’s submissive even in the field with other horses. But 
everything is always her way, all the way. 

“I get along with her,” Rawlings continued. “She’s my baby. I do every-
thing that needs to be done, like I have to catch her in the stall. Wendy, 
who is one of the grooms, has got her now on her softer side. She gives 
her treats every time she’s there. And that’s how she catches her and gets 
her ready.

“You can put a horse in front of her stall on cross ties, but she’s going to 
bite them. She lets everybody know when it’s time to eat. She’s a dinosaur, 
a huge horse. On the racetrack, anybody could jog her; two fingers, so 
professional. As far as driving her, she’s just learning how to become a 
racehorse. Anything I’ve asked her to do, she’s done.”

Rawlings emphasizes the key to education with the young mare.
“Right now, I’m trying to educate her and teach her how to race. I don’t 

know what her talent level is. I will honestly say I don’t think she’s tried 
yet. She just does it that easy. Everything you ask, she does.”

And it seems no matter what hurdles the mare faces, she keeps on 
climbing.

“Unfortunately, she just popped a curb. We just had that froze and she’s 
sounder than ever,” said Rawlings. “Her knees are holding up great. We 
put flip flops on her to train her down because of her knees and she still 
has them on today.”

Rawlings is unsure of what the future will hold for her, but he has many 
plans to get there.

“She’s only had six lifetime starts and now that she’s popped her curb, I’d 
like to get one or two more starts into her and then I’d like to bring her to a 
big track because she’s the biggest horse I’ve ever had in the barn,” he said. 
“I’d like to try her at Meadowlands or even a 5/8ths mile track. I brought 

Adversity aside, Hunting For Kisses is hungry to show her worth

Jessica Hallett photo

Dan Rawlings with his undefeated mare Hunting For Kisses.

By Jessica Hallett @JHallettPhoto
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her to Pocono to qualify her and she won the qualifier against some rela-
tively nice mares in against her. Everything she’s done, she’s done it easy. 

“I’m just taking my time with her. I more than took my time bringing 
her back. I almost brought her back like a 2-year-old instead of a 4-year-
old. We got her in November and she just had her first start [in Febru-
ary]. I think it’s going to pay dividends in the end. I wanted to put her in 
the [current] series at Saratoga, but I didn’t have 10 starts as a trainer 
last year so I couldn’t, otherwise she would have been in there. But if 
there are any early/late closers, I’m going to test her out at some point. 
I just don’t know when. I think I’m going to try her a couple more starts 
at Saratoga and see if I can race her at Meadowlands or maybe even take 
her to Plainridge. It’s hard to get into Pocono or Chester because she’s not 
PA-sired, PA-owned, and not PA-trained. She’s young, green, fresh, and 
she’s full of talent.”

Rawlings even said that her former connections still check in and 
follow her career. And her personality is a match for her mothers, All 
About Kisses.

“Heather Reese-Marshall and Michelle Crawford still inquire about 
her and watch her race. That’s one of their favorite mares, her mom. The 
mom has the same attitude and they put that attitude on the track and 
it’s tough to beat. Not to hurt anybody, but they aren’t going to let anyone 
push them around. 

“Honestly, she’s just a sweetheart. She ships good. She does everything 
in the barn is pretty good. She doesn’t kick or anything, she’s easy to walk 
and likes to be turned out. She’s nice to be around, but in her stall that’s 
her domain so watch yourself as you’re walking by because she might get 
a taste of you,” Rawlings laughed.

“We had a small setback with the curb. She’s jogging right now and will 
train tomorrow and we’ll assess it then. She just seems like she’s going 
to go to the next level and be the horse you’re looking for. She’s had her 
adversities, but her talent was shown when I worked for Ronnie. The last 
start I asked her to a little bit more than I needed to and she just responds. 
She’s fun. 

“I’m excited for her future. I don’t think I’ve touched near where her 
ability is,” Rawlings concluded.

DRF Harness Digest  |  6  | April 24, 2025	 Visit us online at drf.com/harness

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

By Jay Bergman

Stakes season begins at The Meadowlands on Saturday night as 
sophomore pacers will take the stage in divisions of the Home Grown, 
an event for horses either sired or bred in New Jersey. Trainer Noel 
Daley has a pair of potentially exceptional sophomores that made 
debuts in spectacular fashion last Saturday (April 19).

Worklifebalance and Smooth Dream were at opposite ends of the 
betting spectrum when they made their initial start for Daley in over-
night events at The Meadowlands. Worklifebalance came from the 
back of the pack to score in 1:50 4/5 for driver Andy McCarthy as a 26-1 
outsider. Smooth Dream paced to an impressive 1:50 1/5 mile in his 
debut for Daley and went off at 3-5 odds, as many bettors were witness 
to a wickedly inspiring qualifying mile a week earlier.

“They were going pretty fast that night,” said Daley in explaining 
the fast times. “If you saw Smooth Dream in the qualifier, you knew 
what kind of handful he was.”

The Catttlewash-sired gelding, a half-brother to Desperate Man, 
only joined Daley’s stable recently. “I knew they thought highly of 
him. He’s still a work in progress but he has high speed,” said Daley

Smooth Dream had shown promise in just a handful of starts as 
a 2-year-old but had a bone chip removed following his final start of 
2024 (August 22 in the New Jersey Sire Stakes final).

Following the April 12 qualifier Daley had to make some equipment 
changes. “We didn’t have earplugs in the qualifier,” Daley said about 
one of the adjustments made that included an adding a headpole.

Smooth Dream was much smoother in his debut, with driver Todd 
McCarthy getting him away cleanly and relaxed enough to let a horse 
pass in a comfortable second quarter. Smooth Dream paced home 
effortlessly with a 25 4/5 final quarter for just his first career win in 
four lifetime starts.

For Daley, the prep mile was perfect given the level of competition 
expected in the coming weeks as the Home Grown will be followed by 
the New Jersey Sire Stakes that should be quite competitive.

On Saturday, Smooth Dream starts from post five (race 8) but faces 
horses with stakes success, including Manolete (post 6), another son 
of Cattlewash that was first or second in 10 of his 12 starts as a fresh-
man for trainer Bruce Saunders. Manolete held his own racing with 
older horses in his sophomore debut on April 19 at The Meadowlands.

McCusker, the upset winner in last year’s New Jersey Sire Stakes 
final, has prepped for his debut in Florida with a pair of solid quali-
fiers at Spring Garden Ranch for trainer George Ducharme. One of six 
sons of Cattlewash in this the lone $50,000 Home Grown division for 
males, McCusker drew post four.

Daley’s Worklifebalance (post 3) faces a solid group of five in one of 
two divisions of the Home Grown for sophomore filly pacers carded as 
race six of 14 on The Meadowlands Saturday program.

“She qualified well,” 
said Daley. “Andy 
(McCarthy) just kept 
her quiet.” 

A winner of $70k as a 
freshman, Worklifebal-
ance rallied strongly 
to capture her season’s 
debut in 1:50 4/5 and 
Daley hopes she can 
build off that perfor-
mance.

On Saturday, 
Worklifebalance meets 
a far more qualified 
level of talent and will 
need to step up her game 
to compete. Rodeo Drive 
Deo (post 4) has quali-
fied back on a pair of 
occasions for trainer 
Ron Burke and looks 
well-prepared to tackle 
the best on the Grand 
Circuit. Bred in New 
Jersey by Deo Volente 
Farms, the daughter 
of Captaintreacherous 
finished third in last 
year’s Breeders Crown 
despite starting from post 10. With four wins in 11 starts Rodeo Drive 
Deo earned over $393K.

Reckless Abandon (post 6) makes her sophomore debut in this divi-
sion following a juvenile season where she won three of her six starts, 
good enough for a six-figure bankroll. Brett Pelling trains the daugh-
ter of Cattlewash.

The first Home Grown division for 3-year-old pacing fillies goes as 
race two on the card with Breeders Crown finalist Gigglingonthe-
beach (post 1) making her sophomore debut against just four fillies in 
the $30,000 contest.

Daley has 40 2-year-olds in training and is gearing up Captain 
Albano for his 4-year-old campaign.

“He’s coming back well,” said Daley. “I’m probably going to skip the 
Graduate leg in Canada with him. I’m looking to have him qualified and 
hopefully his first race will be in the invite at Harrah’s Philadelphia.”

That Invitational, called the Joe Auger Memorial, is slated for May 
25.

Daley duo set for Saturday’s Home Grown series at The Big M

USTA photo

Trainer Noel Daley won a pair of races 
last weekend at The Meadowlands.
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The Harness Racing Hall of Fame called for trainer Jim Campbell in 
2024 following a career of achievements. That lifetime success story is far 
from complete for the 63 year old as he looks to complete his 17th consecu-
tive year of seeing horses under his care earn north of $1 million.

Just two years removed from winning the Hambletonian with Cool 
Papa Bell and Oaks with Fashion Schooner, Campbell actually recorded 
the his lowest earnings ($1,083,020) and wins (25) total since 2007. The 
sport can be a rollercoaster and Campbell is hoping that he’s about to 
head back up the track in 2025.

“The Runthetable horses had a good year but Fashion Farms had a 
horrible year,” said Campbell, recalling 2024. 

With 18 in training, Campbell’s barn tends to hit high gear as the 
warmer months approach and during the week of April 14 the trainer 
unveiled his two best chances for a third Hambletonian trophy. Mr 
Walner Fashion and Fashion Green both qualified impressively at differ-
ent tracks, and while we are still months away from the big dance on 
August 2 at The Meadowlands, it is never too early to dream.

Had the second qualifier at The Meadowlands on April 19 been a 
betting race, few would’ve been on the bandwagon of Mr Walner Fash-
ion. The Fashion Farms homebred son of Walner and Cooler Schooner 
made breaks in his final three starts of 2024 and added in another one in 
a qualifying race to close out his campaign. At the conclusion of his first 
qualifying mile of 2025, it was clear that Campbell had done his job and 
the gelding had matured during the winter. 

After coming away fifth and charted 11 lengths back at the half, Mr 
Walner Fashion gained nearly a half-dozen lengths prior to the three 
quarter call and uncorked a visually impressive 27 1/5 final quarter to 
trot by the field with ease while timed in a career-best 1:54 4/5. 

“I was very happy with him. He’s a wildcard. He’s a horse that has a lot 
of ability if we can keep him in the right frame of mind,” said Campbell, 
who wasn’t all that surprised with the performance. “I knew he had abil-
ity last year. In one of his lines he trotted the last quarter in 26 seconds. 
I know he has the speed. It is just a matter of getting everything to work 
right for him.”

With the big races for 3-year-old trotters still down the road a bit, 
Campbell will give Mr Walner Fashion a week away from the races before 
looking for a spot for him in the “non-winners of 1 or 2 races” class since 
the 3-year-old has yet to win in five career starts. After that, the New 
Jersey Sire Stakes is in the plan for the end of May at The Meadowlands.

Fashion Green presents the other side of the spectrum for Campbell as 
he was undefeated in four starts last year. The son of Greenshoe appeared 
for the first time this year on April 15 at Harrah’s Philadelphia in a qual-
ifier. The gelding sat in the pocket under a hold by driver Tim Tetrick 
through fractions of 29 3/5, 58 4/5 and 1:26 2/5 before being unleashed. 
The pair produced a 27 3/5 final quarter en route to a wrapped-up 1:54 
2/5 victory.

“He was very good qualifying and was well in-hand,” said Campbell. 
“He showed us a lot last year and we’re happy with the way he’s come 
back so far this year.

“Doing this for 46 years, I know that we have to take it one race at a time 
and just hope they bring their ‘A’ game when they need it most.”

Fashion Green followed up his qualifying performance with a domi-
nant victory on April 24 at Harrah’s Philadelphia as the 1-9 favorite. With 
Tetrick in the bike, he sat third behind wild fractions of 27 2/5 and 56 
before pulling at the five-eighths marker and blowing past the leader like 
he was standing still, posting a final quarter of 28 and change while well 
within himself late. 

According to Campbell, Fashion Green will aim for the Pennsylvania 
Sire Stakes on May 9 for his next start.

Campbell also has a trio of older trotters in his stable that could appear 
in some big races. Take All Comers, the oldest of the group at age 7, was 
responsible for Campbell getting over the million dollar mark in 2024 as 

he accounted for the trainer’s final win of the year on November 15 in 
the $250,000 MGM Grand Prix final, netting $125,000 in earnings for the 
barn. That win also boosted the son of Creatine over the million dollar 
mark himself and while he’s back in training, we won’t see him on the 
track for a little while.

“There’s no hurry. With his schedule most of his races are later in the 
year,” said Campbell on Take All Comers.

Although his former Hambletonian winner Cool Papa Bell hasn’t raced 
particularly well in two qualifiers and is still finding his form, the young-
est of the three, 5-year-old Once In A Lifetime, won his Harrah’s Phila-
delphia qualifier and finished second in his 2025 debut behind Resolve To 
Win in a 1:53 2/5 mile. A son of Father Patrick, Once In A Lifetime sat just 
shy of $700,000 in earnings heading into the 11th race on the April 24 card.

Two-thirds of the Campbell stable consists of 2-year-olds and while he 
admitted to liking some more than others at this point, as usual he wasn’t 
showing his cards quite yet.

“The first baby race tells you more than what you know training them 
all winter long. After that it is just a question of whether they can go the 
speed and do it week-in and week-out,” said Campbell. 

Whether his babies will become stakes winners or his 3-year-olds will 
be crowned a Hambletonian champion is yet to be determined. Campbell 
was making no predictions, but he has the horses to perhaps make some 
noise. “I’d like to talk to you on a certain Saturday at The Meadowlands 
in August. That’s always a good time to talk,” joked the trainer, alluding 
to Hambletonian Day.

Campbell prospects make early strides towards future success
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Derick Giwner

Mr Walner Fashion exhibited a monster closing kick to swallow up 
the field in his first qualifier of 2025.

@harnesseyeguy

EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
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By Matt Hegarty

The lament of equine veterinarians and television producers is the 
same: Horses can’t talk. In an ideal world, equine veterinarians get 
around that limitation by relying on body language, physical examina-
tions, and diagnostic testing. For television producers, there’s no such 
well of knowledge to create an intimate human-horse connection.

What, then, should the strategy be for producers attempting to docu-
ment the world of Thoroughbred racing? For Netflix, which debuts a 
watchable, sometimes illuminating but largely surface-deep six-episode 
series called “Race for the Crown” on Tuesday, the solution is to rely on a 
tried-and-true formula used in its other successful sports docu-dramas – 
focus on the humans and ignore the rest.

The formula has produced some acclaim for Netflix’s “Formula 1: Drive 
to Survive” – to the consternation of gearheads who are more interested in 
race car dynamics than team dramatics – and for its “Full Swing,” which 
follows professional golfers through their often coddled and disconnected 
social and sporting lives. As a casual watcher of both series, I’m cognizant 
of the need to keep the audience hooked by playing up the drama. I’m also 
often frustrated that the avid fan seems to be the secondary audience.

Hard-core racing fans will probably experience the same frustrations 
with “Race to the Crown,” which spends its first three episodes on the 
run-up to the 2024 Triple Crown and then devotes the next three to each 
of the races in the series. The deliberate focus on trainers, owners, and 
jockeys, to the detriment of the horses that provide their livelihoods and, 
in some cases, fulfill their dreams, is by far the most glaring limitation 
of the series. Still, there are gems among the scree, and there’s no reason 
that a serious racing fan should avoid it.

In fact, viewers with only a casual interest in racing will likely enjoy 
the peeks inside the lavish, ultra-competitive, and often small-minded 
worlds inhabited by the brash billionaires Mike Repole and John Stewart, 
especially when contrasted with the work-a-day routines of the trainers 
who appear in the series. Kenny McPeek and Danny Gargan, who each 
trained a winner in the 2024 Triple Crown, come off especially likeable in 
the series, but that may be because both are representative of that fading 
hero, the lifelong racetracker who gets a well-earned turn in the spotlight.

No criticism of the series or its subjects should ignore the gargantuan 
task facing the producers. Unlike professional auto racing and golf, with 
their limited rosters of high-profile participants, a great racehorse can 
emerge from hundreds of barns scattered across the country. Landing on 
the right story is a combination of luck and casting the net wide despite a 
limited budget. That Netflix’s cameras trailed McPeek throughout 2024’s 
Arkansas Derby Day – when the trainer won four races, including the 
Fantasy Stakes with budding superstar Thorpedo Anna, the eventual 
Horse of the Year – seems to be a product of sheer serendipity, especially 
when considering Mystik Dan wasn’t on the short list of Derby favorites 
at that time and needed his third-place finish to earn a spot in the race he 
would eventually win.

For jockeys, the producers early on decided to key their bets to 
Lanfranco Dettori, the Italian superstar who unretired late in 2023 after 
winning all there was to be won in Europe over his three-decade-plus 
career. When the documentary filming starts, Dettori has just recently 
relocated to Southern California in search of a new continent to conquer, 
including a desire to add a Triple Crown race to his trophy case.

Viewers get an intimate look at Dettori’s lifestyle, in which a glass of 
champagne appears to be the one guilty pleasure along with his low-
calorie, leafy meals with his ever-present wife, Catherine. Dettori’s rela-
tionship with two young Italian riders in the Santa Anita jockey colony, 
Umberto Rispoli and Antonio Fresu, also produces several heart-warm-
ing moments, even for insiders of racing’s multi-generational ecosystem, 
where up-and-comers often end up competing with and eventually social-
izing with their heroes.

However, to establish Dettori’s connection with the upcoming Triple 
Crown, the producers have to rely on a time-shift in the first episode by 
airing a scene of a 2024 phone call between trainer Bob Baffert and Dettori 
that names him on Imagination, a colt who has no chance of running in 
the Derby due to Churchill Downs’s ban on Baffert but is being pointed 
to the Preakness. That thread eventually wears thin even as Dettori runs 
up some scintillating successes on the 2024 Santa Anita card alongside 
Rispoli and Fresu.

Perhaps aware of the weakening case for such a close look at Dettori, the 
series makes a smart pivot in its fifth episode to Katie Davis, the New York-
based jockey who took off riding for 16 months surrounding the birth of a 
child in 2023. Though Davis has no mounts in the 2024 Triple Crown races 
but rides in some prominent undercard races, the meager connections to 
the main narrative can be excused given the deft handling of Davis’s story.

In one clip, Davis’s agent, Joe Migliore, tells Davis – perhaps for the 
first time, he says – that trainers told him that they didn’t want to ride 
Davis after she returned in 2023 because they didn’t want anything bad 
to happen to a new mother. Viewers watch Davis as she wheels a stroller 
past the parking-lot attendant who didn’t believe she was a jockey. In 
other clips, she quietly attends to her pre-race and post-race routines in 
small, empty locker rooms – in stark contrast to the bustling, camara-
derie-filled jocks’ rooms for men on the same properties. On the whole, 
the viewer is made fully aware that the struggle is real, and that Davis is 
determined to overcome.

Any review of the series would be derelict not to mention Michael Iava-
rone, the subject of the first episode’s opening scene. Iavarone was part 
of a Wall Street-flavored partnership, IEAH Thoroughbreds, that scored 
big-time when Big Brown won the 2008 Derby and Preakness and was 
subsequently sold for an undisclosed price as a stallion, surely in the tens 
of millions.

A former New York junk-bond trader in soul and style who disappeared 
from racing a decade ago and then emerged from his cocoon in Miami 
with an expensive tan, a ludicrous wardrobe, and a coterie of short-
skirted hangers-on, Iavarone gets included in the narrative despite his 
utter irrelevance to what’s happening on the dirt. But that’s showbiz, 
folks. Fortunately, the font runs dry 3 1/2 episodes in.

Still, Iavarone’s baffling inclusion does serve to underline the dilemma 
facing the producers, who surely went over their footage in the editing 
room and wished they could include a post-Derby comment from Mystik 
Dan about that frightening rush up the rail or from Dornoch about his 
attitude toward co-owner Jayson Werth.

When you can’t get your words from the horse’s mouth, you often have 
to settle for a horse’s ass.

Netflix’s ‘Race for the Crown’ puts focus on people, not horses

MONDAY - THURSDAY
12:10 PM
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MonticelloRacewayNY.com

WATCH &
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By Ken Weingartner

Returning Ohio divisional champ LT Loverboy will make 
his seasonal debut in Thursday’s (April 24) $25,000 James K. 
Hackett Memorial elimination for 3-year-old male trotters 
at Miami Valley Raceway and trainer Daren Harvey is look-
ing forward to getting the campaign underway. 

“Hopefully, the sky’s the limit for him,” Harvey said. 
“Everybody gets the stars in their eyes, but you try to stay 
grounded. But it’s hard when you sit behind him in a mile. 

“We’ll see how he came back. One day at a time, that’s 
where we are.” 

Last year, LT Loverboy hit the board in all 10 of his races, 
winning six and finishing second three times on his way to 
being honored as Ohio’s top 2-year-old male trotter by the 
Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association. The gelding was an 
Ohio Sire Stakes champion and earned $304,855 for owners 
Wayne Mast Jr. and Callam Racing. 

“You always hope you get to be around horses like this,” 
Harvey said, adding about LT Loverboy’s divisional recog-
nition, “The feeling is unexplainable. It was a dream come 
true.” 

LT Loverboy, a son of Long Tom-Fortheloveoflindy, was 
purchased for $60,000 at the 2023 Ohio Selected Jug Sale. 
He is a full brother to multiple Ohio Fair Stakes winner 
Commander Tom and a half-brother to another multiple 
Ohio stakes winner, Vivi D. His family also includes the likes of Dan 
Patch Award-winners Pizza Dolce and Bella Bellini as well as million-
aire French Wine. 

After beginning his career with two starts in a pop-up series for 
2-year-old male trotters at Hollywood Casino at The Meadows, LT 
Loverboy spent the remainder of 2024 competing on the Ohio stakes 
circuit. And while Harvey certainly enjoyed the horse’s wins, it was a 
head loss to Scrappys Love in a division of the Ohio Breeders Champi-
onship at the Delaware County Fairgrounds that most impressed the 
trainer. 

LT Loverboy and driver Brett Miller began a first-over move from 
third just prior to the mile’s halfway point and engaged in a duel with 
leader Scrappys Love from there. The two raced side-by-side for nearly 
the entire final quarter-mile. 

“The race where he awed me, and I’ve watched the replay a dozen times 
now, was the Breeders Championship,” Harvey said. “It takes a next-level 
horse to fight twice down the lane. Scrappys Love kind of pulled away 
from him by a half-length, and we were still charging back to the wire. 
You don’t see that. That’s a rarity. I know we finished second, but all the 
same, it’s just watching that desire. You can’t train that.” 

On Thursday, LT Loverboy and Miller will leave from post seven in a 
Hackett elim field of nine. LT Loverboy is 7-2 on the morning line, behind 
Battle Hill at 2-1 and the three-horse Ron Burke entry of Rose Run Alex, 

Hilltop Sonar, and Memory Vault at 5-2. The top eight finishers will join 
bye-taker Whats Shakin in the final. 

LT Loverboy heads to the race with one qualifier, which he won in 1:57 
4/5 at The Meadows on April 8, under his belt. The horse’s connections 
had the first crack at accepting the Hackett bye as the field’s top money-
earner, but Harvey wanted to get the gelding a start. 

“I hoped to have another qualifier, but I feel we’re ready,” Harvey said. 
“We might be a little short this week, but with how he trained last week, 
I feel pretty confident. 

“We’ve got some good competition on Thursday. Nothing we didn’t see 
last year, but we’ll see if they’ve developed more than what they were 
then. Hopefully, we did too.” 

So far, Harvey has been pleased with the changes he’s seen in LT Lover-
boy as they prepare for the season. 

“The horse has always been extremely handy, but he’s a racehorse 
now,” Harvey said. “I can’t believe the racehorse mentality that he’s 
developed. He’s always been on the lazy side, but now this year, I don’t 
want to say he’s aggressive because I don’t know if this horse ever could 
be aggressive, but he’s just right there.” 

In addition to the Hackett elimination for 3-year-old male trotters, 
Miami Valley on Thursday hosts Hackett elims for sophomore female 
trotters and sophomore male pacers (there is a prep for the filly pacers). 
Racing begins at 4 p.m. (EDT).

Harvey loving his time with Hackett Memorial starter ‘Loverboy’
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LT Loverboy and driver Brett Miller will start from post seven on Thursday 
night at Miami Valley.
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After going three-for-three in his prelims, Antognoni S put the cherry 
on top of his John Brennan Trotting Series dominance with a romping 
2:24 3/5 win over the mile and a quarter distance in the $132,000 final on 
Wednesday night (April 23) at MGM Yonkers Raceway. 

Driven by co-owner Yannick Gingras, Antognoni S settled in the fifth 
spot from post seven while fellow Ron Burke trainee Busy Making Moni 
(Scott Zeron) went to the front from the five-hole and cut fractions of 29 
seconds for the quarter and 59 1/5 for the half. Gingras had Antognoni 
S off the pylons before the half-mile clocking went on the board, and he 
brushed to the top beyond that marker.

Once he had control of the race, Antognoni S kept clear to three-quarters 
in 1:27 4/5 and the mile in 1:55 3/5, and he was in-hand as he crossed the 
wire 5 1/2 lengths ahead of his stablemate. Scottish (Jordan Stratton) over-
came post eight to finish third, followed by Green Pastures (Matt Kakaley) 
and Mycrownmykingdom (Brent Holland).

“He’s a very nice horse who we bought especially for this series,” said 
Gingras, who added that the initial hope was that he’d be an Open horse 
at Yonkers, but the 5-year-old has surpassed his expectations. “He follows 
great and can do it on the front as well.”

With these victories at Yonkers now under his belt, the connections are 
hoping to get an invitation for a return trip to Antognoni’s native Sweden 
in next month’s Elitlopp.

“One race I’ve always wanted to win, maybe even over the Hambleton-
ian, is the Elitlopp. If we can get an invite, I think he has a shot. I’m not 
saying he is going to win, but it would be a great thrill and Ronnie [Burke] 
and I are very interested. He’s the perfect horse for it because he doesn’t 
wear hobbles, isn’t on Lasix and right now he goes with heavy shoes, 
so we could race barefoot over there,” said Gingras, who said he would 
reach out to Swedish officials to inquire. “It would be a dream come true 
to win it.” 

Gingras also mentioned that maybe they could tag along on the flight 
Canada’s Elitlopp representative Logan Park was taking if they were 
invited. If they don’t get the pink ticket, the Arthur J. Cutler Memorial at 
the Meadowlands is next on the schedule.

A gelding by Father Patrick, Antognoni S is trained by Burke and is 
co-owned by Gingras in partnership with Burke Racing Stable LLC., 
Weaver Bruscemi LLC. and Fac Racing LLC. He has 14 wins from 29 
career starts, has earned $211,984 and paid $2.20 to win as the 1-9 favorite. 
He led a $9.70 exacta and a $120.50 trifecta.

Another Swedish-bred, Golden Rain, took the $50,000 consolation in 
2:27 2/5 for the mile and a quarter. Jason Bartlett piloted the 7-year-old 
Bold Eagle mare to the victory for trainer Per Engblom and owners Engb-
lom Stable LLC. and Thomas Lind-Holm.

The John Brennan Trotting Series, a fixture on the schedule in April at 
Yonkers, is named in honor of the longtime SOA of NY horsemen’s repre-
sentative who passed away from complications of COVID-19 in March 
2020.

-release (Yonkers Raceway Media)

Brennan Series sweep has Antognoni S’ 
connections dreaming of Elitlopp invite

Mike Lizzi photo

Antognoni’s final time in the Brennan Final was faster than Jiggy 
Jog’s in last year’s MGM Yonkers International Trot. 
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A pair of female pacers who were named 2024 Horse of the Year 
will be on display for the first time in 2025 during qualifying action 
this weekend.

Dan Patch winner Twin B Joe Fresh makes her first start since 
winning the FanDuel Open Mares final on November 30 at The 
Meadowlands. She drew post five in race 12 on a 15-race qualify-
ing session at The Meadowlands featuring a who’s who of equine 
talent. 

Twin B Joe Fresh earned $895,562 while winning 11 of 13 races 
in 2024 and finished second in both her defeats. A 5-year-old daugh-
ter of Roll With Joe, she is trained by Chris Ryder and driven by 
Dexter Dunn, both of whom co-own her as well.

Sharing the spotlight with Twin B Joe Fresh are fellow Dan Patch 
winners Champagne Problems (race 3) and Miki And Minnie (race 
15), along with Sir Pinocchio (race 4), Swingtown (race 7), Sippinon-
searoc (race 8), Fallout (race 8), Seven Colors (race 10), Voukefalas 
(race 10) and Mirage Hanover (race 11).

Meadowlands qualifiers, which begin at 9:00 a.m. (EDT) can be 
seen here.

Undefeated filly Chantilly, O’Brien Award winner for Horse of the 
Year, will make her first on-track appearance on Friday morning 
(April 25) at Woodbine Mohawk Park. 

The now 3-year-old, who won all nine of her starts in 2024 and set 
a mark of 1:50 2/5, will start from post six in race four.

One race later the Ontario Sire Stakes champion 2-year-old male 
trotter You Got It Kemp will make his first start since October 12 
from post seven. The 3-year-old son of Muscle Mass has only one loss 
in six career starts and earnings approaching $400K CDN.

The 11-race session of qualifiers at Mohawk Park begins at 9:30 
a.m. and can be seen here.

Horses of the Year to qualify at  
Mohawk Park, Meadowlands this weekend

Click here for Winbak Farm’s 2025 Yearling Lineup!
Joe & JoAnn Thomson, Winbak Farm Owners
Jack Burke, General Manager / James Ladwig, Yearling Manager
410.885.3059 / james.ladwig@winbakfarm.com / www.winbakfarm.com

Winbak Farm 
Congratulates  

CHARGE ME UP
WINNER OF $50,000

BOBBY WEISS SERIES FINAL IN
1:51.3 AT POCONO DOWNS!

p, 2, 1:53.4f; 3, 1:51.3f -’25 ($69,998)
Heston Blue Chip-Lismorebella-Camluck

Trainer: Nicholas Devita
Driver: Tim Tetrick

Owners: David Hamm & Glenn Phillips

Bred, Raised & Sold by Winbak Farm!

®
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https://playmeadowlands.com/live-replay-video/
https://woodbine.com/mohawk/watch-races/
https://winbakfarm.com/yearlings.asp
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RACE OF THE WEEK
1 Mi le Pace BLUE CHIP MATCHMAKER LEG #5.  Purse $50,000

1
1-1 J. Bartlett 606-210-102-72 (.347)

Last 5 Sts-$92,615b m 5, by Always B Miki, Tatijana Bromac by Rocknroll Hanover 
M T Stables Ontario Inc,Scarborough,ON, CA
P. Engblom 365-93-59-44(.255)  Br.- Mike Tanev,ON, CA

1:53.1 YR
None in U.S.A.

25  3 3 0 0 $75,000 25  3 3 0 0 $75,000
24 YR 0 0 0 0 - 24  18 9 5 1 $146,644
23 YR 0 0 0 0 - Life  24 12 6 3 $225,955

2w,ld pst 1/4,handy-6
1st up,ld lane,handy-7

2nd ov,3w lst trn,handy-6
2nd ov,ang ln,pace-6

1R
1V
1R

1
1

1R

2
6-1 Y. Gingras 526-92-79-60 (.175)

Last 5 Sts-$33,500br m 5, by Domethatagain, Live The Extreme by Always A Virgin 
Burke Racing Stable LLC,Fredericktown,PA;Weaver Bruscemi LLC,Canonsburg,PA
R. Burke 191-36-37-16(.188)  Br.- Marion Beachy,OH

1:52.2 MVR 5/8
1:49.3 ScD 5/8

25 YR 4 1 0 1 $33,500 25 Tot 10 2 1 3 $66,140
24 YR 0 0 0 0 - 24 Tot 26 5 4 3 $113,729
23 YR 0 0 0 0 - Life  80 24 12 14 $348,137

1st up,stalld,even-8
2nd ov,empty-7

Ld,yld,2w bf 3/4,handy-6
2nd ov,gapd,no bid-7

-8
-8
-8
-7
-9
-8

3
20-1 G. Brennan 500-52-79-69 (.104)

Last 5 Sts-$9,750b m 6, by Downbytheseaside, Passionate Beauty by Rock N Roll Heaven 
Angela Cornell,Freeport,NY
S. DiDomenico 229-31-39-32(.135)  Br.- Sugar Valley Farm LLC,OH

1:52.1 DD 5/8
1:50.3 M1

25 YR 4 0 0 1 $8,500 25 Tot 14 1 2 3 $46,000
24 YR 1 0 0 0 $950 24 Tot 3 1 1 0 $9,350
23 YR 0 0 0 0 - Life  50 10 12 10 $156,019

Traild,rail,no factr-8
Gapd cvr,no bid-6

Rail,trafc ln,no bid-7
Ld,yld,pkt,no bid-6

-7
-6
-7
-7
-6
-7

4
5-1 J. Stratton 580-86-86-81 (.148)

Last 5 Sts-$70,660br m 7, by Shadow Play, Modern Babe by Modern Art 
Eric K Good,Davidsonville,MD;David C Kryway,Amherstburg,ON, CA
P. Tritton 37-9-11-5(.243)  Br.- Pini Pty LTD,AS

1:53 YR
1:51.3 YR

25 YR 8 2 3 1 $88,160 25 Tot 8 2 3 1 $88,160
24  25 10 5 2 $213,530 24 Tot 27 10 5 2 $215,255
23  22 6 1 1 $99,855 Life  83 26 13 9 $495,051

Ld,yld,ang ln,stdy-8
Led,won handily-7

Pkt,shfld,2nd ov,stdy-7
Ld,yld,2nd ov,safely-7
Ld,yld,ang ln,no bid-7

Traild,fand out,no bid-8
2nd ov,ang ln,pace-7

Sat bck,fand out,pace-7
-4

Led,shfld,stoppd-8

5
20-1 T. McCarthy 21-3-2-6 (.143)

Last 5 Sts-$13,500b m 7, by Roll With Joe, Lorrie Please by Western Ideal 
Our Three Sons Stable LLC,Atlanta,GA;Stratton Stable Inc,Slate Hill,NY
C. Stratton 282-49-47-45(.174)  Br.- Frederick W Hertrich III,DE

1:54.4 YR
1:52.3 YR

25 YR 11 1 1 0 $22,140 25 Tot 11 1 1 0 $22,140
24  35 6 6 6 $162,740 24 Tot 37 6 6 6 $163,280
23  18 2 4 3 $66,840 Life  116 23 21 14 $632,873

Sat bck,ang ln,bxd in-8
Traild,no factor-6

Traild,4th ov,no bid-7
Shfld,3rd ov,no bid-6

2w,ld bf 1/4,handily-7
Sat bck,rail,no bid-8

Bad cvr,ang ln,no bid-8
Took bck,gpd cvr,no bid-7

Sat,3w bf 3/4,stdy-8
Traild,fand out,pace-7

6
5-2 S. Zeron 236-30-31-29 (.127)

Last 5 Sts-$92,500b m 5, by Always A Virgin, Hatsoff Hanover by Magical Mike 
Maynard Miller,Shipshewana,IN;Daniel L Lehman,Syracuse,IN;Michael E Yoder,Shipshewana,IN
Bt. Pelling 11-7-3-1(.636)  Br.- Victory Hill Farm Inc,IN

1:52.1 YR
1:49.1 HoP 7/8

25  7 5 2 0 $127,500 25  7 5 2 0 $127,500
24 YR 0 0 0 0 - 24  20 8 4 2 $147,714
23 YR 0 0 0 0 - Life  55 20 10 10 $438,314

3hole,2w 3rd trn,safely-8
Ld,yld,pkt,no bid-6

Brsh,ld pst 1/4,hld 2nd-7
2w,led bf 1/4,handy-7

Traild,2nd ov,ang,handy-5
2w,ld pst 1/4,handily-7

Tuck,2&3wide,ld,handy-7
1st up,ld lst trn,hndy-7

Sat,2w pst 3/4,handy-7
-7

7
12-1 Ma. Kakaley 500-45-51-81 (.090)

Last 5 Sts-$36,380b m 5, by Downbytheseaside, Pasta Blue Chip by Art Major 
Greg Luther Racing LLC,Blacklick,OH
T. Alexander 236-32-28-34(.136)  Br.- Tara Hills Stud LTD,ON, CA

1:52.2 MVR 5/8
1:50 Mw 5/8

25 YR 4 1 0 1 $33,500 25 Tot 12 3 1 1 $82,180
24 YR 0 0 0 0 - 24 Tot 25 6 3 4 $83,630
23 YR 0 0 0 0 - Life  70 18 7 10 $424,485

Ld,dug in,ovrtkn lane-8
Ld,yld,2w bf 3/4,handy-5

Traild,cvr,stdy-7
Traild,2w bf 3/4,no bid-7

-8
-8
-8
-9

-10
-9
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5 YONKERS FRI
$1 PICK 5 (5-6-7-8-9) *$20,000 GUARANTEED POOL* | $2 EXACTA | $2 TRIPLE | $.10 SUPERFECTA

11 Apr25  6YR  fstIK{  27    :56  1:25  1:53  BCMM #3  50000 4  1{FU  1FX  1FX  1H  1H  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  2 7  29  28  2 7  1:53  98  -7 5w  L]. 3 0 ArdBMkNWlknOnSnUptwnHnv
  4 Apr25  9YR  fstKH{  28    :57  1:25  1:53  BCMM #2  50000 5  4J  4J  2{F  1FU  1H U  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  29  29  27  27  1:53  99  -6 3w  L]. 1 5 ArdBMkNGrcHllInthmscmn
28 Mar25  4YR  fstJJ{  27    :57  1:26  1:53  BCMM #1  50000 6  6LZ  6{J  4{GX  2F  1G U  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  28  30  27  27  1:53  95  +1 4w  L]. 6 0 ArdBMkNTlkCrdyTFctryGrl
22 Mar25  4MF  fstKE{  29    :58  1:27  1:54  Q u a   6  5LZ  5JZ  4{GX  3G  2F  JaBartltt  PeEngblom  31  29  28  26  1:54       Lnb  RocketDeoArdBMkNKtsUp
30 Nov24  6Aus                  13927  1  PMcmulln                           1:54     nr  AardieBMikiN TheJanitorNz Iron
  9 Nov24  9Aus                  21302  1  PMcmulln                           2:35     nr  AardieBMikiN ShesFullofspiritN
  2 Nov24  8Aus                  17414  1  PMcmulln                           1:54     nr  AardieBMikiN ChynchillaNz Deal
12 Oct24  7Aus                 GROUP 1  100583  7  PMcmulln                           3:19     nr  CoastalBabeNz KissNz Showsomej
  5 Oct24  5Aus                  13411  1  PMcmulln                           3:22     nr  AardieBMikiN EurekaJo KissNz
21 Sep24  6Aus                  13927  2  PMcmulln                           1:54     nr  ChynchillaNz AardieBMikiN ItsE

18 Apr25  7YR  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #4  50000 2  4JU  4J  3{G  3G  3GZ  YaGingras  RoBurke  28  28  27  28  1:53  95  +1 6w  L16.10  RocketDeoSilkCloudHighFlynF
11 Apr25  5YR  fstIK{  27    :57  1:25  1:54  BCMM #3  50000 3  4JZ  4{IZ  4{H  5HZ  7JX  YaGingras  RoBurke  28  29  28  29  1:55  86  -7 5w  L3.65  SilkCloud CherylsSh TrnThPage
  4 Apr25  2YR  fstKH{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #2  50000 4  2FU  2FX  2{F  2X  1Z  YaGingras  RoBurke  27  29  28  28  1:53  101 -6 3w  L7 . 8 0  HghFlynFChrylsShRcktD
28 Mar25  7YR  fstJJ{  28    :58  1:25  1:53  BCMM #1  50000 2  4IX  4{IU  5{HX  5I  5HX  YaGingras  RoBurke  28  30  27  27  1:53  96  +1 4w  L8.50  SilkCloud RcktD LlydsLvs
13 Mar25  10MVR  fstLG{  26    :55  1:22  1:50  Opn Hcp FM  36000 3  4IU  4{HZ  5{IX  6MZ  7LZ  BrtMiller  RoBurke  27  28  27  29  1:52  99    L7.10  HeyHeyMma DoItLkBb DgnByTheS
27 Feb25  10MVR  fstJG{  28    :56  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 1  3GX  5GZ  6GZ  5GZ  3FX  BrtMiller  RoBurke  28  28  27  28  1:52  97    L6.80  BontsBstB RseRunVsn HighFlynF
20 Feb25  8MVR  gdGG{  28    :57  1:24  1:52  Opn II FM  32000 6  1FX  1F  2Z  1D  1F U  DaNoble  RoBurke  28  29  27  27  1:52  98    L2 . 8 0  HighFlynF Anthem NkdOnAHil
  6 Feb25  10MVR  fstIH{  26    :55  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 1  2FX  2FU  2G  2GX  6IX  ChPage  RoBurke  26  28  28  29  1:53  94    L5.10  DoItLkBb UtopiaBlc RseRunVsn
23 Jan25  9MVR  fstGM{  27    :55  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 2  5JU  4{GX  3{FX  3FX  3C  ChPage  RoBurke  28  28  27  28  1:52  100   L9.80  DgnByTheS AlexaSkye HighFlynF
16 Jan25  4MVR  fstHF{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  Opn II FM  32000 1  2FX  2FU  2FX  2G  2D  ChPage  RoBurke  28  28  28  28  1:53  94    L2.50  GiasSurel HighFlynF RsrctnDwn

18 Apr25  7YR  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #4  50000 8  8FG  8FI  8KX  7K  8JX  GeBrennan  ScDiDomnc  30  29  2 6  28  1:54  91  +1 6w  83.25  RocketDeoSilkCloudHighFlynF
11 Apr25  3YR  fstIK{  28    :57  1:25  1:53  BCMM #3  50000 5  5LU  5L  5{J  5IX  5K  TiTetrick  ScDiDomnc  30  29  27  29  1:55  88  -7 5w  38.75  RocketDeoCoachlbndTalkCrdyT
  4 Apr25  8YR  fstKH{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  BCMM #2  50000 2  5K  5KU  5I  4H  7GX  TiTetrick  ScDiDomnc  29  29  28  28  1:54  90  -6 3w  15.20  LitDeRoseTrnThPageMilwdBlis
28 Mar25  4YR  fstJJ{  27    :57  1:26  1:53  BCMM #1  50000 3  2FU  2FX  3FX  4GX  3HZ  TiTetrick  ScDiDomnc  27  30  28  28  1:54  89  +1 4w  6.20  ArdBMkN TalkCrdyT FctryGirl
19 Mar25  10DD  fstJI{  27    :57  1:24  1:53  Opn Hcp FM  25000 6  6KZ  6{KU  6{HZ  5IX  5GU  ViKirby  ScDiDomnc  28  29  27  28  1:53  89    6.70  DstrbdHnv CindyJo Ludacrous
12 Mar25  10DD  fstJG{  26    :55  1:24  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  25000 4  2FU  2FU  2FU  2FX  2G  ViKirby  ScDiDomnc  26  29  29  28  1:52  92    8.00  MajorcaN FctryGirl CindyJo
26 Feb25  14DD  fstJH{  26    :56  1:24  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  25000 4  2FX  2FX  2FX  1X  1F  ViKirby  ScDiDomnc  26  30  27  28  1:52  95    2 2 . 9 0 FctryGirl MajorcaN Incasyddn
19 Feb25  10DD  fstGL{  26    :55  1:23  1:51  Opn Hcp FM  25000 2  3H  3H  4H  4GX  4GU  ViKirby  ScDiDomnc  27  29  27  27  1:52  96    30.30  MajorcaN Incasyddn ElektraA
12 Feb25  12DD  slyHL{  27    :56  1:25  1:53  Opn Hcp FM  25000 1  3H  3HU  3HU  5JU  5L  ViKirby  ScDiDomnc  27  29  28  28  1:54  88    10.60  DstrbdHnv Incasyddn BlodMoonA
  5 Feb25  10DD  fstHI{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  25000 6  7NZ  7{JU  7{IU  7K  7LU  ViKirby  ScDiDomnc  29  28  28  28  1:53  89    24.70  MajorcaN ElektraA Incasyddn

18 Apr25  7YR  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #4  50000 6  2G  2FX  2G  2FX  2FU  JoStrattn  PeTritton  28  2 8  28  28  1:53  95  +1 6w  L4.20  RocketDeoSilkCloudHighFlynF
11 Apr25  5YR  fstIK{  27    :57  1:25  1:54  BCMM #3  50000 5  1FZ  1FZ  1FX  1FX  1F U  JoStrattn  PeTritton  27  29  28  29  1:54  91  -7 5w  L]. 7 0 SilkCloud CherylsSh TrnThPage
  4 Apr25  4YR  fstKH{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #2  50000 5  2FX  3H  4{H  3GZ  3F  JoStrattn  PeTritton  27  29  28  27  1:53  97  -6 3w  L9.30  BetflSsdeWalknOnSnSlkCld
28 Mar25  7YR  fstJJ{  28    :58  1:25  1:53  BCMM #1  50000 5  2FX  2FX  3FX  3FX  1X  JoStrattn  PeTritton  28  30  27  27  1:53  97  +1 4w  L5 . 9 0  SilkCloud RcktD LlydsLvs
14 Mar25  7YR  fstJG{  26    :56  1:24  1:52  FNW33541L5  27000 7  2U  2FX  2FZ  3G  4H  JoStrattn  PeTritton  26  29  28  28  1:53  96  +4 5w  L14.50  LlydsLovsElektraAAlitlsdhs
  7 Mar25  9YR  fstIG{  28    :57  1:25  1:54  FNW30000L5  27000 8  8FG  8FF  8KX  8KZ  8IZ  JoStrattn  PeTritton  30  29  27  28  1:55  86  -3 4w  L7.60  TonysMomBtflSsdAltlsdhs
21 Feb25  3YR  fstGK{  27    :57  1:26  1:55  FM INV  35000 7  7FG  7{M  4{GX  4FX  2C  JoStrattn  PeTritton  29  29  27  29  1:55  85  -12 5w  L]1.35  FrntPgStySilkCloudLlydsLvs
14 Feb25  8YR  fstHE{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  FM INV  35000 6  6FF  6FH  6{KZ  5HU  2Z  JoStrattn  PeTritton  29  29  27  27  1:53  95  -4 5w  L10.50  WalknOnSnSlkCldLlydsLvs
  7 Feb25  1YR  fstGJ{  30    :59  1:28  1:57  Q u a   4  1G  1G  1FX  1GZ  1G  JoStrattn  PeTritton  30  29  28  28  1:57       Lnb  SilkCloud RcknrlAne BigDremFl
  9 Nov24  9MF  fstIJ{  27    :55  1:23  1:49  FM W/O HC  30000 4  3FU  3H  8FF  8dis  8dis  JoStrattn  PeTritton  27  28  30  41  2:07  15  +4 3w  L11.10  KobesGigiValarDhrsBechCwgrl

18 Apr25  7YR  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #4  50000 5  7FE  7FF  6J  6IX  6HZ  ScZeron  CoStrattn  29  28  27  28  1:54  92  +1 6w  L70.25  RcktD SlkCld HghFlynF
11 Apr25  3YR  fstIK{  28    :57  1:25  1:53  BCMM #3  50000 6  6NU  6MZ  6L  6KX  6KU  ScZeron  CoStrattn  30  29  27  28  1:55  87  -7 5w  L40.25  RocketDeo Coachlbnd TalkCrdyT
  4 Apr25  4YR  fstKH{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #2  50000 7  7N  7NX  7K  7KU  5J  ScZeron  CoStrattn  29  29  27  28  1:54  92  -6 3w  L49.75  BetflSsdeWalknOnSnSlkCld
28 Mar25  4YR  fstJJ{  27    :57  1:26  1:53  BCMM #1  50000 4  4IX  5IX  6{IX  5HU  4IX  JoStrattn  CoStrattn  28  30  28  27  1:54  90  +1 4w  L23.60  ArdBMkNTalkCrdyTFctryGirl
14 Mar25  5YR  fstJG{  27    :57  1:26  1:54  FMNW7821L5  14000 4  1{FU  1FZ  1GX  1J  1IX  JoStrattn  CoStrattn  27  30  28  28  1:54  90  +4 5w  L]. 4 5 EsyToPlseTrickOfThVlgJd
  7 Mar25  2YR  fstIG{  28    :58  1:26  1:55  FNW10000L5  17000 7  7FF  7FE  6LX  6JZ  6J  JoStrattn  CoStrattn  30  29  27  28  1:56  82  -3 4w  L13.20  LydeoDougsBabeGoldnQust
28 Feb25  3YR  fstII{  28    :58  1:25  1:54  FNW10000L5  17000 7  7N  7{K  7{MU  7NX  5MZ  JoStrattn  CoStrattn  30  29  28  28  1:56  83  +0 6w  L5.60  MghthvtmTwnSnksdMnDntfrg
21 Feb25  3YR  fstGK{  27    :57  1:26  1:55  FM INV  35000 2  6FE  6M  6{IU  6HX  7JZ  ANapolitn  CoStrattn  29  30  27  29  1:57  78  -12 5w  L36.50  FrntPgStySlkCldLlydsLvs
  7 Feb25  8YR  fstGJ{  28    :58  1:26  1:55  FNW15000L5  19000 1  4IX  4JU  3{{FZ  2B  2B  JoStrattn  CoStrattn  28  30  27  28  1:55  89  -4 4w  L].25  TwistLtlGEsyTPlsOknwBch
31 Jan25  2YR  gdIG{  28    :58  1:26  1:55  FMW18951L5  19000 7  7NZ  7MX  7{JX  7KX  4FZ  JoStrattn  CoStrattn  30  29  28  28  1:56  83  -5 5w  L11.30  DragnsLckElegantATrickOfTh

18 Apr25  5YR  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #4  50000 2  3HU  3HX  2{F  2Z  1Z  ScZeron  BrGPellng  28  29  27  28  1:53  101 +1 6w  ]. 4 5 WlknOnSnTrnThPgTrpst
11 Apr25  6YR  fstIK{  27    :56  1:25  1:53  BCMM #3  50000 1  2FU  2FX  2FX  2H  2H  ScZeron  BrGPellng  27  29  28  28  1:53  93  -7 5w  1.80  ArdBMkNWalknOnSnUptwnHnv
  4 Apr25  4YR  fstKH{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #2  50000 1  3{FX  1FX  1FX  1FU  2C  JaBartltt  BrGPellng  27  29  28  28  1:53  99  -6 3w  ].05  BtflSsdWlknOnSnSlkCld
28 Mar25  6YR  fstJJ{  28    :57  1:25  1:52  BCMM #1  50000 5  1G  1G  1G  1GX  1I  JaBartltt  BrGPellng  28  29  27  27  1:52  103 +1 4w  ]. 2 5 WlknOnSnTrnThPgMlwdBls
22 Mar25  6MF  fstKE{  28    :56  1:25  1:52  Q u a   5  5JX  5JU  4{GZ  2X  1F  ToMcCrthy  BrGPellng  29  28  28  25  1:52       nb  WalknOnSnGrcHllLtDRs
28 Feb25  6YR  fstII{  27    :56  1:25  1:53  FM INV  35000 7  1{FX  1FX  1FZ  1G  1F Z  JaBartltt  BrGPellng  27  29  28  27  1:53  99  +0 6w  ]. 6 0 WlknOnSnLlydsLvsTnysMm
14 Feb25  8YR  fstHE{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  FM INV  35000 7  4LZ  4FE  4{HX  3FX  1Z  JaBartltt  BrGPellng  29  29  26  28  1:53  96  -4 5w  ]. 7 0 WlknOnSnSlkCldLlydsLvs
31 Jan25  6YR  gdIG{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  FM INV  35000 6  4JU  4IZ  3{GU  1FU  1F Z  JaBartltt  BrGPellng  28  28  28  28  1:54  94  -5 5w  ]. 3 5 WlknOnSnLlydsLvsGldnQst
18 Jan25  6MF  gdIG{  28    :57  1:26  1:52  Q u a   1  3GX  3GX  3GX  2B  1I  JaBartltt  BrGPellng  28  29  28  26  1:52       nb  WlknOnSnElgntAOnThMnyG
26 Oct24  10HoP  fstII{  26    :56  1:24  1:52  FM-Open1-2  21000 7  3{GX  2X  2G  3FX  2X  JaCross  JaCross  26  30  28  27  1:52  97    3.30  RolinRose WalknOnSn AngelHill

18 Apr25  5YR  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:53  BCMM #4  50000 1  1FZ  1G  1F  1Z  3FZ  MaKakaley  TrAlexndr  2 7  29  28  28  1:53  97  +1 6w  L2.30  WalknOnSnTrnThPgTrpst
11 Apr25  2YR  fstIK{  27    :56  1:25  1:54  BCMM #3  50000 4  1FX  2FU  1{FX  1FZ  1G U  MaKakaley  TrAlexndr  27  29  29  28  1:54  95  -7 5w  L1 . 9 5  TarapastaPrmslndLyd
  4 Apr25  9YR  fstKH{  28    :57  1:25  1:53  BCMM #2  50000 7  7FE  7FE  7{KU  7FJ  5J  MaKakaley  TrAlexndr  30  29  27  27  1:54  91  -6 3w  L48.00  ArdBMkN GraceHill Inthmscmn
28 Mar25  6YR  fstJJ{  28    :57  1:25  1:52  BCMM #1  50000 7  7FF  7FF  7{FF  7NU  7N  MaKakaley  TrAlexndr  30  29  27  26  1:54  93  +1 4w  L54.25  WlknOnSnTrnThPgMlwdBls
20 Mar25  10MVR  fstIE{  27    :55  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 4  5IZ  5{HX  4{FX  be3F  4X  AuHanners  ToLuther  28  27  27  29  1:52  98    L4.50  BontsBstB DgnByTheS MarloeHnv
13 Mar25  10MVR  fstLG{  26    :55  1:22  1:50  Opn Hcp FM  36000 7  7MU  7JZ  7LX  8FE  6LU  AuHanners  ToLuther  28  28  27  28  1:52  98    L15.10  HeyHeyMma DoItLkBb DgnByTheS
27 Feb25  10MVR  fstJG{  28    :56  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 8  8M  6{HX  5{GZ  4FZ  6GX  AuHanners  ToLuther  29  27  27  28  1:52  98    L9.10  BontsBstB RseRunVsn HighFlynF
13 Feb25  10MVR  fstHG{  26    :54  1:24  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 6  5H  5{HX  4{{FZ  1F  1H  AuHanners  ToLuther  26  28  29  28  1:52  100   L8 . 0 0  Tarapasta BontsBstB DgnByTheS
30 Jan25  10MVR  gdIL{  27    :56  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 3  5J  2{FU  1{D  1FX  1G  AuHanners  ToLuther  28  28  27  28  1:52  103   L8 . 1 0  Tarapasta RseRunVsn BontsBstB
23 Jan25  9MVR  fstGM{  27    :55  1:23  1:52  Opn Hcp FM  36000 1  3GU  3GX  4GX  4GX  5FU  AuHanners  ToLuther  27  28  28  28  1:52  96    L11.40  DgnByTheS AlexaSkye HighFlynF
SCR: GRACE HILL (SICK) (L) TREATED WITH LASIX

AARDIE B MIKI N(L)
5 1:53.1  $25,000]

 ] ]
]

3 4 2 1 3 1 3 4 1
2 3 3 2 2 1 1 3 2
1 4 1 4 4 4 1 4
2 4 4 3 1 3 4

3
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HIGH FLYIN FILLY(L)
4 1:49.3 (5/8) $6,614
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1 2 4 2 1 2

3 4 2 2 3
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FACTORY GIRL
3 1:50.3 (5/8) $3,286
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SILK CLOUD A(L)
6 1:51.3 $11,020
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WALKIN ON SUNSHINE
4 1:49.1 (7/8) $18,214
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TARAPASTA(L)
4 1:50 (5/8) $6,848
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Every winter, there are a handful of young drivers who make an impact 
at The Meadowlands, as most of the A-list pilots who won the Meadow-
lands Paces, Hambletonians, Breeders Crowns and Fall Final Four/
FanDuel Championship events take a well-deserved rest after a hectic 
six months of Grand Circuit grind.

Since the start of 2025, four of The Big M’s “Young Guns” – drivers 
under the age of 30 – have excelled, becoming part of the culture that is 
The Big M experience, but now, like every year when spring is sprung, it’s 
time for these pilots to make decisions as to what to do next, as work for 
them becomes increasingly scarce with the drivers’ room getting more 
and more crowded.

The driver with the toughest call to make is Brett Beckwith. The 2024 
Dan Patch Rising Star Award winner has made a number of eyebrows 
rise with his success at the East Rutherford, NJ, mile oval, as the 22-year-
old is currently atop the driver standings with 60 victories.

“If you were to have asked me a year ago, I would’ve said I’m going to 
go where I can get the most work, but as it’s going right now, it wouldn’t 
make much sense to leave,” said Beckwith. “If I want to advance my 
career to the next level, then I have to take the chance and stay at The 
Meadowlands throughout the year. At that point, you need a little luck 
and the right opportunities. Plus, I have a very strong work ethic and 
drive to be my best, so that never hurts.”

Braxten Boyd, whose 27 wins are good for a tie for fifth in the standings, 
is sure of what he has to do. Friday’s (April 18) card may be the last Big M 
fans will see of Boyd for a while.

“I actually have already made the decision to leave,” said the 25-year-
old. “I get lots of work at Tioga. It’s a business. Usually, I have a better 
chance at making more money driving there and it’s an hour closer to my 
home. With the top drivers back at The Meadowlands, I’ll stay at Pocono 
and Tioga for as many races as I can and try to follow the New York Sire 
Stakes as much as possible.”

Mark Herschberger, who didn’t turn 30 until two weeks ago, has been 
the biggest surprise. For the most part unknown until a solid 2024 at Free-
hold, he currently sits fourth in The Big M standings with 29 winner’s 
circle visits.

“Ideally, I’d love to stay at The Meadowlands through the summer, 
although that may not be an option with the Grand Circuit drivers 
returning,” said Herschberger. “Right now, I’m driving seven days a 
week at four different tracks – Pocono, Yonkers, Chester and The Mead-
owlands. I’m hoping that, perhaps, when the big drivers take off for Sire 
Stakes, with the amount of travel they do, I’ll still have a foot in the door 
at some of these tracks and be able to pick up some live mounts.

“I’ve prioritized The Meadowlands and Yonkers since they are clos-
est to my home and where I’d like to really focus my drives. Freehold 
closing was a significant blow to the power I sit behind, so for now, I’m 
just waiting to see what tracks I get the nicest drives at and I’ll take it 
from there.”

Johnathan Ahle, a regular at Rosecroft and the leading pilot at the 
Maryland track in 2024, is currently tied for the fifth spot in The Big M 
standings with Boyd.

“Chester is now open, so I’ll be over there,” said the 28-year-old Ahle. 
“As far as The Meadowlands goes, opportunities will start slimming 
down.

“I was usually at Freehold on Saturdays. It was another day of racing 
and another paycheck and it’s nice to fill an afternoon. As far as the week-
ends coming up, I have no real plan set up. I’ll take it as it goes. There’ll 
be some possibilities at Pocono, and, who knows, maybe a New York 
track. Once the stakes season starts, a lot of the bigger drivers are always 
moving around, so I’ll try to hit’em where they ain’t.”

-release (Meadowlands)

Big M ‘young guns’ choose different 
paths during Championship meet

At DRF Harness we strive to provide the best handicapping infor-
mation in the sport. Each week we’ll use this space to bring you some 
of our handicappers’ best bets and value plays. Use this information 
as one of your tools when wagering or simply click on the link above 
and head to DRF Bets to wager now. 

Thursday, APRIL 24

RACE 6

(7) JAZZVILLE found a seam 
very late in the stretch and just 
exploded late to get up for the 
narrow victory. You can only 
imagine how big the margin of 
victory would’ve been had she 
gotten a cleaner trip and she is 
tough to go against in this spot.

-John Rallis

friday, APRIL 25

RACE 7

(5) OUTCRY spent most of the 
first turn on the rim and then 
attacked first over only to lose to 
a fresh horse with an easier trip. 
The price should be right here.  

-Derick Giwner

RACE 5
(1) AARDIE N MIKI N was a big 

earner Down Under and she’s sure 
looked the part here with three 
dominating wins so far; Engblom 
trainee will be heavily favored 
again looking for a fourth.

-Matt Rose

Saturday, APRIL 26

RACE 8

(6) MANOLETE faced a salty 
group that included mostly older 
foes in his 3-year-old debut and 
got a nice easy trip. There is 
more money on the line now and 
you can expect to see his early 
speed on display.     

-Giwner
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De Long records 4,000th victory ON wEDNESDAY AT hOOSIER

Entering the night just three wins away from his 4,000th career driving 
victory, driver John De Long parlayed a Wednesday (April 23) night hat-
trick to a milestone victory in the finale aboard the Alvin Miller trained 
Northern Rocks at Harrah’s Hoosier Park Racing & Casino.  

READ MORE

nORTHFIELD REGULAR Greg Grismore scores 8,000th career victory

Northfield Park regular Greg Grismore continued to climb the win 
ranks on Tuesday (April 22) earning his 8,000th career driving win 
aboard Disgruntled Carl in the nightcap at MGM Northfield Park.

READ MORE

Heather Wilder appointed to Hall of Fame Screening Committee

Heather Wilder, best known for her work with Altmeyer Wilder Racing 
and as President of the Keystone Chapter of the United States Harness 
Writers’ Association, has been appointed to a six-year term on the 
Screening Committee for harness racing’s Hall of Fame. The committee 
meets annually to determine what people will reach the final ballot to try 
to achieve the sport’s ultimate honor, membership in the Hall of Fame.

READ MORE

New York Sire Stakes finals return to Batavia on September 6

The Agriculture & NYS Horse Breeding Development Fund is proud to 
announce that the 2025 New York Sire Stakes (NYSS) “Night of Champi-
ons” will take place on Saturday, September 6, 2025, at Batavia Downs.

READ MORE

Palone bags nine winners Wednesday at The Meadows

Dave Palone, who has won 35 straight driving titles at The Meadows, 
did his best to climb to the top of the leaderboard in one day on Wednes-
day (April 23). The all-time leader in wins for drivers with over 21,000, 
picked up nine victories on the 13-race card.

At one point Palone won five straight races on the card and ended the 
day 13 wins behind leading driver Ronnie Wrenn Jr., who scored a three-
bagger on Wednesday himself.

Meadowlands & Partners Donate to the Myers Family

The Meadowlands Racetrack is proud to announce that the Hunter 
Myers Memorial Race raised over $41,000 on Saturday, March 29.

The Meadowlands thanks the fans and bettors who wagered in the dedi-
cated race. It also thanks partners, the SBOA of NJ, Day At The Track, US 
Off-Track, Red Rock, and Lien Games for their donations, and of course, 
Meadowlands Racetrack Chairman Jeff Gural for matching the revenue 
and donations. 

“I recognize that, unlike my job, there is clearly an element of risk in 
being a driver,” said Gural. “And while I did not know Hunter, I am glad 
our industry stepped up to be there for his family.”

Woobine-Mohawk donated directly to the Hunter Myers GoFundMe. 
“The passing of Hunter Myers is a devastating tragedy for his family, 

friends, and the entire racing community,” stated Jason Settlemoir, COO 
& GM of the Meadowlands. “We are thankful that we all could come 
together and support Hunter’s family during this difficult time.  

The Meadowlands Racetrack continues to extend its heartfelt condo-
lences and prayers to Hunter Myers’ family and friends, including his 
fiancée, Chloe, and son, Hayden. 

-release (Meadowlands)

Meadowlands Continues Road to Zero Drag

The Meadowlands Racetrack continues to work towards eliminating 
the post-time drag each live race night. 

The remaining schedule: 

• Friday, April 25th (3-minute drag) 
• Saturday, April 26th (2-minute drag) 
From now on, the TV broadcast will also show a graphic detailing the 

off time for the next race before displaying the race payouts. 
There will be no drag for the opening of the 2025 Championship Meet 

on Friday, May 2. When the countdown clock hits zero, the horses will be 
called to the gate. 

“We have decided to eliminate the 7-minute drag designed to accommo-
date our online customers,” replied Meadowlands Chairman Jeff Gural.  
“We value our in-person and online customers, so we agreed to provide 
the expected time the horses will go to the gate for the next race. We hope 
this works, as criticism of the 7-minute drag is almost universal, and we 
need to maintain our off-track handle for this to work.” 

The Meadowlands is also working on removing the CAWs (computer-
assisted wagering groups) from betting in the WIN pools after two 
minutes to post. 

“We continue to work with the NJRC and BetMakers to make this 
happen,” said Jason Settlemoir, the track’s COO & GM. “We have encoun-
tered some bumps in the road regarding the CAW project, but we hope 
both the Commission and our tote provider can get this in place for our 
Championship Meet.” 

“We want our customers to know we hear them and are listening to their 
suggestions,” continued Settlemoir. “We hope we can count on their contin-
ued support at the wagering windows, as so far, removing one minute each 
live race night to get to zero has had a negative impact on the export handle”. 

Visit PlayMeadowlands.com for everything racing, dining, and event-
related to the Meadowlands Racetrack. 

-release (Meadowlands)

ZERON TOPS AT POCONO WEDNESDAY QUALIFIERS

Scott Zeron emerged as the star of the Wednesday morning qualifying 
session at Pocono Downs at Mohegan Pennsylvania with four victorious 
drives, winning the fastest mile of the day and also with three sopho-
mores trained by Jared Bako.

The quickest clocking came in the very first qualifier and was produced 
by Zeron and No Tresspassing, a Sweet Lou sophomore gelding and a 1:51 
1/5 winner at two at Pocono. Here the Deborah Daguet trainee No Tress-
passing pounced from the pocket to tally in 1:52 3/5 over Stonebridge 
Wizard, a Bako pupil who won the Battle Of Waterloo at two.

Zeron/Bako triumphed with the Huntsville filly The Last Martini, 
who went wire to wire-wire in 1:53 2/5; the fast distaff earned over a half-
million at two, finishing 1-2 in her two Breeders Crown events and also 
winning her New York Sire Stakes Championship.

The Tactical Landing gelding Top Floor Tactics, who only had one start 
as a baby, was ready to live up to his name, the three-year-old winning 
from the two-hole in 1:56 3/5 for Zeron/Bako. That pairing’s third win 
came with the Dancin Lou filly Th Cha Cha Cha, a 1:57 4/5 winner.

Also impressive were the Papi Rob Hanover gelding Waterfront, a 
Pennsylvania Stallion Series winner at two and also a 1:53 2/5 winner 
Wednesday for driver Jason Bartlett and trainer Hunter Oakes, and the 
Pace Del Rio gelding Eugenio RL IT, unable to stay on the trot in two 
previous American starts but a parked-the-mile 1:55 3/5 winner here for 
driver Matt Kakaley and trainer Travis Alexander.

The Pocono qualifiers can be seen by going to www.phha.org.
-edited release (Pocono/PHHA)

Freshman focus to feature Brian Brown

The Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association (OHHA) will feature Brian 
Brown and his Ohio two-year-olds in training in this week’s edition of 
Freshman Focus. 

Hosted by Roger Huston and Ashley Dailey, Freshman Focus will air at 
7 PM on Thursday (April 24) on the OHHA’s Facebook page and YouTube 
channel. 

-edited release (OHHA)

Sebastian G. Z. Triscari, 71, dies

Please click here for the full obituary.
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