
Believe it or not, the 100th Hambletonian is 
now just six weeks away. With most of the likely 
contenders having finally made at least one 
appearance on the track, this seemed like the 
perfect time to put together my top contenders 
list. 

Before I run down my top 10 and the critique 
and discussion begins, I consider this to be a very 
much fluid list based solely on what we have seen 
on the track so far and maybe my thoughts on 
latent ability. Ask me to put together the same 
list in three weeks and the horse names could 

be jumbled in a completely different order. That 
said, I welcome your insights. Feel free to email 
me at dgiwner@drf.com or reach out on social 
media. 

One certainty is we’ll know more by July 3 as 
most on this list are targeting the Harry M. Zweig 
Trot at Vernon Downs that day. The race offers an 
estimated $300,000 purse for the top nine money 
winners (lifetime) and $50,000 consolation events 
(seven horses required per consolation for race to 
be guaranteed).

1-Emoticon LEgacy

Absolutely crushed his foes by more than three 
lengths in the Goodtimes at Woodbine Mohawk 
Park (June 14) in a Canadian record 1:50 2/5, a 
mark he now shares with three older horses – 
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WATCH THE  100th HAMBLETONIAN
 Saturday, August 2 on FOX and CBS

 Hambletonian on Fox
 Saturday, August 2  •  3–6 pm*

 Racetrack Television Network 
(www.rtn.tv)  Free streaming of Meadowlands In-house show 
from playmeadowlands.com; also available on Meadowlands  
Racetrack Facebook & YouTube page. RTN is available on PCs,  
mobile devices, on DISH Network, Roku and Amazon Fire TV.

PLUS...FanDuel TVG live onsite and ADW accounts: 
 Full card coverage of the Meadowlands

Hambletonian Information and History
Hambletonian Website: hambletonian.com

 America’s Day at the Races (FS1)
 Saturday, August 2  •  1–7 pm*

Chris Tully Trot.com

*EDT (all subject to change)

  CBS Sports Network
 Sunday, August 3 •  3–4 pm EDT (replay)

Meadowlands Website: playmeadowlands.com

 Other Upcoming Televised Races
 Breeders Crown Eliminations • Oct. 17 & 18
 Breeders Crown Finals • Oct. 24 & 25

 HarnessRacing.com Preview Show 
Sat., Aug. 2 • Hosted by Wendy Ross • Live on Vimeo

PrimeTime Racing
 All day coverage of Hambletonian Day

Hambletonian_WATCH_full_pg-2025.6.17-Hoof_Beats.indd   1 6/17/2025   9:26:24 AM

https://www.hambletonian.com/
https://playmeadowlands.com/


Alrajah One It, Atlanta and Gaines Hanover. At the end of the mile he 
was clearly pulling away from Gap Kronos S (who appears on this list) 
and it stamped this son of Walner as the current leader of the division. 

Trainer Luc Blais after the Goodtimes win: “I know he has lots of 
speed. He just has to control his emotions.”

What’s next: Zweig on July 3 at Vernon Downs

2-maryLand

Dan Patch winner from 2024 didn’t have the smoothest road to his first 
start of the year in the Empire Breeders Classic at Vernon Downs on 
June 13, but he certainly seemed to be back on track finishing second in 
1:51 1/5. Son of Chapter Seven posted a final quarter in 26 2/5 and clearly 
had something left in the tank as driver Dexter Dunn just tracked Super 
Chapter home knowing he couldn’t beat him due to a rated 58 middle half.

Trainer Marcus Melander on both Maryland and Super Chapter: 
“I was very happy with both of them [in the EBC]. They looked great and 
finished in-hand so I couldn’t be happier with the race. Both of them came 
out of it good.”

What’s next: Zweig on July 3 at Vernon Downs

3-go dog go

Greenshoe-sired colt got big checks in races like the Breeders Crown 
and Valley Victory last year. His 2025 campaign started out with a power-
ful 4 3/4 length win in 1:52 3/5 over a track listed as sloppy at The Downs 
at Pocono. That effort certainly stamped him as a top contender if he 
wasn’t already firmly cemented on the list. 

Trainer Carter Pinske on Go Dog Go’s debut: “I was very pleased 
with the debut. He went better than expected considering the weather 
and it being his first start.”

What’s next: Reynolds Memorial on June 28 at The Meadowlands

4-SupEr chaptEr

Kentucky champion from 2024 has comes back sharp this year and 
just reeled off a 1:50 4/5 Empire Breeders Classic win at Vernon Downs 
to improve to two-for-two. Some will say that EBC win over Maryland 
should place him above that foe but I’m not there quite yet. A huge plus 
for this guy will be an easy race likely next time as the Yonkers Trot won’t 
require elimination races and he’ll only have to face four – Hard Seven, 
Happy Jack B, Chat Room and Variegated – in the final. 

What’s next: Yonkers Trot at Yonkers Raceway on June 27

5-onajEtpLanE

Like Maryland, this guy had a slow start to the year but was certainly 
dialed in when the real racing started. He blew away the competition in 
1:52 1/5 in the second leg of the NJ Sire Stakes and wasn’t embarrassed at 
all closing to be second in the final behind a well-rated Hildago on June 
13 at The Meadowlands. 

Trainer Noel Daley on his NJSS race: “He was a little flat. [I thought 
he was] much better the week before.”

What’s next: Zweig on July 3 at Vernon Downs

6-mr WaLnEr FaShion

Jim Campbell trainee seemed to be moving in the right direction with 
hobbles added until a late-stretch break in the NJ Sire Stakes final at The 
Meadowlands on June 13. You can certainly make the case that he was 
going to zoom past Hidalgo for the win when he rolled into a break. The 
talent is there if he can behave.

Campbell on the break: “[I was] very disappointed in the break and 
still have to tweak some things with him.”

What’s next: Probably Reynolds Memorial on June 28 at The Mead-
owlands
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Click here for Winbak Farm’s 2025 Yearling Lineup!
Joe & JoAnn Thomson, Winbak Farm Owners
Jack Burke, General Manager / James Ladwig, Yearling Manager
410.885.3059 / james.ladwig@winbakfarm.com / www.winbakfarm.com

Winbak Farm 
Congratulates  

COURTS ON FIRE
WINNER OF $59,100 NEW YORK SIRE 
STAKES LEG IN 1:50 AT VERNON! 
 p, 2, 1:53.3h; 3, 1:50s -’25 ($281,407)
Courtly Choice-Ashlee’s Spitfire-Roll With Joe

Trainer: Blake Macintosh
Driver: Brett Beckwith

Owners: Hutt Racing Stable, Blake Macintosh, 
Tim Klemencic & Daniel Plouffe

Bred, Raised & Sold by Winbak Farm!
FIERY CHOICE, a full-brother, sells at Harrisburg!

®

Fotowon

Super Chapter winning the Empire Breeders Classic at Vernon.

new Image medIa

Emoticon Legacy is the co-fastest trotter in Canadian history.
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7-gap KronoS S

Son of Face Time Bourbon was the co-fastest 2-year-old on 2024 with 
a 1:51 4/5 win. He came up flat in his seasonal debut before some equip-
ment changes in the Goodtimes final really perked him up. Trainer Ake 
Svanstedt pulled the shoes and went from an open to a blind bridle, result-
ing in a solid second behind Emoticon Legacy while being clocked in 1:51. 

Assistant trainer Sarah Svanstedt on the benefit of the equip-
ment changes: “There was a big difference in his focus with the closed 
bridle. He did race barefoot once last year. His performance was five stars 
considering it was only his second of the year.”

What’s next: Reynolds Memorial on June 28 at The Meadowlands

8-hidaLgo

Former $600,000 yearling purchase has been a bit of a project but finally 
seems to be putting it all together at perhaps the perfect time. Trotting 
hobbles went on three starts back and the results have been great, with 
a NJ Sire Stakes victory on June 13 the biggest win of his career. Best of 
all, driver Yannick Gingras was able to push his charge in the lane and he 
kept to task without making a break.

Yannick Gingras on the NJSS win: “Today he did [dig in for the 
win]. I’d still like him better off a helmet, I think he’d go faster and beat 
better horses. Today [being on the lead] worked but I don’t think it will 
work against the best in the world.” 

What’s next: Zweig on July 3 at Vernon Downs

9-monSErratE

Chapter Seven colt took some time finding himself as a 2-year-old 
before closing out his year with a 1:52 1/5 win in the Valley Victory at The 
Meadowlands. He finished second behind Super Chapter to start the year 
and third most recently behind Hambletonian contenders Chat Room 
and Variegated in the Empire Breeders Classic. The ability is there and 

maybe he’s just a slow starter each year.
Trainer Andrew Harris on first two starts: “In his first race 

he wasn’t getting ahold of the track so Dave [Miller] had to nurse him 
around the last turn and Super Chapter got away from him. [In his last 
start] he had cover that stalled and he had to tip three wide too early in 
the turn and couldn’t get his momentum going.”

What’s next: Zweig on July 3 at Vernon Downs

10-maximuS mEaraS S

This guy is the only horse on the list who we haven’t seen yet this year. 
He was second in the Breeders Crown to close out 2024, so you know the 
talent is there. The question is whether trainer Lucas Wallin has enough 
time to properly prepare him with only six weeks until the Hambleton-
ian.

Trainer Lucas Wallin on whether his horse will be ready for the 
Hambletonian: “Absolutely. I’m very confident. We had to do some vet work 
on him but nothing major. We didn’t want to push anything with him.” 

What’s next: Will qualify June 28 if everything goes smoothly

EVEn morE contEndErS to conSidEr

There are obviously more than 10 contenders for the Hambletonian on 
August 2. Others on the right path are Chat Room, Meshuggah, Mount-
castle, Top Gun Hanover and Variegated, to name a few.

COntInued FROM PAGe 3

Click here for information on Courtly Choice!
Joe & JoAnn Thomson, Winbak Farm Owners / Jack Burke, General Manager
Noelle Duspiva, New York Manager / 845.778.5421 / www.winbakfarm.com /   /    /

Congratulations to
COURTLY CHOICE’S
COURTS ON FIRE

 $59,100 NEW YORK SIRE STAKES LEG
WINNER AT VERNON DOWNS IN 1:50!
Courtly Choice-Ashlee’s Spitfire-Roll With Joe

p, 2, 1:53.3h; 3, 1:50s -’25 ($281,407) 
Trainer: Blake Macintosh / Driver: Brett Beckwith
Owners: Hutt Racing Stable, Blake Macintosh,

Tim Klemencic & Daniel Plouffe
Breeder: Winbak Farm

Look for Courtly Choice Yearlings at 2025 Sales!

®

“I’m very confident. We had to do some 
vet work on him but nothing major. We 
didn’t want to push anything with him.” 

-Trainer Lucas Wallin on Maximus Mearas S

http://www.drf.com/harness
https://winbakfarm.com/stallions_detail.asp?id=48


In the game of sires it’s hard to draw quick conclusions. Just look at 
Papi Rob Hanover. The son of Somebeachsomewhere standing at Hanover 
Shoe Farms saw his first crop hit the track in 2024 to modest success, 
offering pause to some as they looked towards his second crop. 

Within the last few weeks of this year, suddenly a pair of fillies emerged 
that reflect an entirely different image on the stallion. Specifically, two 
Pennsylvania Sire Stakes winners named Good As You and Asphalt from 
the opening leg at The Meadows gave strong indication that they were far 
more advanced as sophomores than as freshmen. The pair will join last 
year’s brightest daughter of Papi Rob Hanover – Papi Grad – in one of two 
Sire Stakes divisions on Saturday (6/21) at Pocono.

Trainer Trent Stohler is based in Indiana and he’s sent Aaron Lambert 
the homebred Good As You for her second Sire Stakes start. “I’m just 
babysitting,” said Lambert, who got the call from Stohler prior to the 
Meadows victory. “It was easier for them than shipping her all the way 
from Indiana.”

Good As You had a 
limited number of starts 
at Hoosier Park last 
year. “We liked her,” said 
Stohler. “But she got sick 
on us and we just thought 
it best to stop and bring 
her back this year.”

A bigger and stronger 
Good As You returned 
this year and impressed 
Stohler enough in her first 
few starts to think about 
stakes races on her sched-
ule.

“That first start (May 
15) she had some prob-
lems and got sideways 
behind the starting car,” 
said Stohler. “They had 
her 18 lengths back at 
the half. It was a horribly 
windy night and horses 
were getting home in 30 
seconds, but she came her 
last quarter in 27 1/5.”

The big closing mile was followed up by a couple of victories, with the 
second a front-end score that impressed the trainer. 

“She’s not much of a trainer and I wasn’t sure how she’d be on the front 
end,” said Stohler. 

The homebred Good As You drew off easily with a 26 4/5 final quar-
ter at Hoosier, giving him confidence to send her to The Meadows for the 
June 7 stakes event.

Stohler thought Good As You would have a shot starting from the rail 
in a field that included the stakes savvy Looksgoodinloulou, a two-time 
sub-1:49 winner as a freshman that included a Breeders Crown elimina-
tion score for trainer Ron Burke.

“That wasn’t the trip I envisioned,” said Stohler about the first-over 
grind that Andrew McCarthy would have to employ with Looksgoodin-
loulou, the 2-5 favorite, cutting the pace. “She paced really hard down 
the backstretch and Andy took a hold of her on the final turn. He said 
when Ronnie (Wrenn Jr. driving Looksgoodinloulou) started to chirp to 
his filly ours took off.”

Good As You paced a 54 1/5 final half, drawing off at the wire in a 
career-best 1:50 3/5 clocking. The Pennsylvania Sire Stakes victory 
coming overland showed a filly with power and determination, qualities 

that perhaps extend from her young sire.
“She looks like a lot of the Papi Robs,” said Stohler. “Big and strong.”
Good As You drew post five among seven fillies in a division of the 

second leg of the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes on Saturday and she’ll be 
outside of another Papi Rob Hanover-sired filly in Asphalt.

Asphalt’s freshman year resembled that of Good As You in that she 
only started a handful of times with just one victory. 

“She has a funny kind of gait,” said trainer Brett Pelling. “We knew last 
year that she would need to develop in order to work things out.”

For Asphalt the transformation has been astounding, though those 
that follow pedigrees probably could have anticipated her arrival. The 
homebred from the Bettor’s Delight-sired Road Bet is a half-sister to 
champions Cattlewash and Niki Hill, with the dam hitting with the top 
NYSS fillies of the last few years in Earthwindfire and Tarrific. 

Asphalt captured a pair of minor stakes events at The Meadow-
lands and Pocono before making her Pennsylvania Sire Stakes debut 
at The Meadows. Raced more aggressively by Jack Pelling, Asphalt 
zipped an opening quarter in 27 1/5 and parked a rival nearly to the 
half in 54 2/5. Pelling pulled on the backstretch and Asphalt just 
wore down the leader and paced off to a 1:50 career-best effort look-
ing totally in-hand.

“She just wants to do it. She wants to go out and beat you,” said Pelling 
of the characteristics of Asphalt that would have been hard to assess last 

year but now make her look 
like a horse that may live 
up to the stakes ability of 
her more famous siblings.

Good As You and 
Asphalt managed to avoid 
Fan Hanover winner Miki 
And Minnie in this leg 
of the Sire Stakes as the 
division leader drew into 
the other $56,120 (race 
8) split, but they won’t 
be able to sidestep Papi 
Grad, the daughter of Papi 
Rob Hanover that came 
out swinging as a fresh-
man and for some time 
appeared the best filly in 
North America. That time 
would not last with Papi 
Grad finishing second in 
four of her last five starts 
as a freshman.

Papi Grad made her 
sophomore debut in the 
opening Sire Stakes leg 

and drew post seven in a field that included Asphalt. She was taken 
to the back of the pack and showed solid pace finishing out her mile. 
Despite being second again, given the fast clocking it was a useful prep 
for the coming weeks. Whether Papi Grad will regain her spot in the 
division or just among daughters of Papi Rob Hanover this year remains 
to be seen.

What may prove more interesting in the long run is whether the 
more lightly-raced fillies can challenge Miki And Minnie at the elite 
level of this division. For Stohler’s Good As You that is likely not to be 
the case.

“In addition to the Sire Stakes she’s got the Adioo Volo at The Meadows 
and is eligible to all of the late-season races here at Hoosier Park,” said 
Stohler of Good As You.

No stranger to top pacing mares, Stohler campaigned the Breed-
ers Crown champion Extreme Velocity in the late 90’s. The daughter of 
Camtastic won $856K with 40 wins during six years on the racetrack.

Good As You, as impressive as she’s been as a sophomore, will need to 
do a lot more before she can be compared to Extreme Velocity. 

“She’s only had a couple of races,” said Stohler. “Extreme Velocity was 
a horse that could win from anywhere on the track and did it over a long 
career.”

Papi Rob hanover fillies showing their worth in PA sire stakes

chrIS gooden

Good As You blew away her foes in a 1:50 3/5 PA Sire Stakes victory at The  
Meadows on June 7.
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The Hambletonian Society
109 S. Main St., Suite 18 • Cranbury, NJ  08512
Phone 609-371-2211  •   Hambletonian.com

1OOth Anniversary
Hambletonian Merchandise

The Hambletonian,
America’s Trotting Classic, 
combines the history and 

summaries of first 75 years of the historic Hambletonian race in 
the original 2000 edition, with the subsequent 25 years in this  
Centennial Celebration volume in honor of the 100th renewal of 
the prestigious Hambletonian event.  The photos, commentary and 
pageantry of the century-long sporting test fill the pages and tell 
the stories of the owners, trainers, drivers, breeders and caretakers 
that aspired to win the Standardbred sport’s most coveted prize—
the Hambletonian trophy. The race has been established since 1926 
as an important and long-standing tradition showcasing the best in 
the trotting sport.  ($20.00, includes free shipping)

ATLANTA, a bay filly by 
Chapter Seven out of the 
Cantab Hall mare Hemi 
Blue Chip blazed into rac-
ing’s consciousness in the 
2018 Hambletonian. She 
set the fastest recorded 
fractions to date in her 
elimination heat even 
though she finished sec-
ond by a neck to Crystal 
Fashion.

She returned in the final 
heat that day in rein to 
Scott Zeron to become the 
first filly in 22 years to win 

the Hambletonian, going down in history next to legendary names like 
Continentalvictory, Duenna and Rosalind.

There have been very few Breyer Standardbred stablemates issued, most 
notably a trotter done for the 75th Hambletonian anniversary in 2000 and 
the pacer Foiled Again, the leading money winner Standardbred of all 
time with earnings of $7,635,588.

The full scale model of Atlanta was released by Breyer in 2024 and pack-
aged with a reprint of Marguerite Henry’s Book Born To Trot, about the 
1936 Hambletonian filly winner Rosalind. The stablemate version was 
commissioned by the Hambletonian Society in honor of the 100th edition 
of the Hambletonian. ($7.00)

https://hambletoniansociety.square.site/

Story of the Centennial Crown: 
A Handbag for the Hambletonian 100th Anniversary

In the heart of Kentucky, where craftsmanship is a legacy and design is 
born of tradition, a singular creation was brought to life in celebration 
of a century of excellence. Introducing The Centennial Crown — an 
exclusive, handcrafted handbag honoring the 100th anniversary of the 
Hambletonian, harness racing’s most revered event.

This exceptional piece is the result of over 300 hours of meticulous 
work by Kentucky artisans known for their mastery of fine materials 
and timeless design. Built from durable, premium canvas and accented 
with rich, deep saddle brown leather, the bag reflects both the rugged 
determination of the sport and the refined elegance of its legacy.

The exterior canvas is custom-dyed in a warm, earthy tone reminiscent 
of the Kentucky soil where champions are bred. Elegant leather accents 
trace the silhouette, with handles shaped for comfort and stitched 
for strength. On the back, a leather patch is proudly stamped with 
“Hambletonian 100” — a subtle yet powerful mark of authenticity and 
commemoration.

Inside, the bag is lined with smooth silk in a solid, elegant hue — a qui-
et complement to the striking exterior and a nod to understated luxury.

The Centennial Crown is more than a handbag. It is a symbol of endur-
ance, elegance, and the artistry of Kentucky’s finest designers — a 
tribute to the race that defined a century, and a treasure meant to last 
for the next.

Special Pre-Order
price of $195.00

until July 15.
includes free shipping

https://www.hambletonian.com/
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I readily admit to being an aspiring Luddite, My Internet network is called 
GetOffMyLawn, and I 100% believe Baz Luhrmann when he said, “Accept 
certain inalienable truths, prices will rise, politicians will philander, you 
too will get old. And when you do, 
you’ll fantasize that when you were 
young prices were reasonable, poli-
ticians were noble and children 
respected their elders.”

So, it may not surprise you to 
hear me say that I miss the tote-
board. The honest-to- goodness, 
thousands of lightbulbs, is that 
horse 1-5 or 15-1, toteboard which 
showed all pools. A good one gave 
you so much information – not 
just win pools and exacta or daily 
double will-pays, but place pools 
and show pools. You didn’t have 
to wait for a pool to come up on a 
rotating basis. Some tracks still 
have them, but they are an endan-
gered species these days.

Yes, analog toteboards have 
their problems. Reading the board 
during Little Brown Jug week in 
bright sunshine, especially with 
sunglasses on, can be nearly 
impossible. But I had the same 
issue a couple years back with the 
jumbotron at Oak Grove. 

Although “JumboTron” is a 
registered trademark owned by the 
Sony Corporation, Sony stopped 
manufacturing the devices under 
that name in 2001 and the word 
Jumbotron has since become 
generic, according to Bobby Mercer 
in his book Manventions.

The classic toteboard showed 
odds plus win, place and show 
pools, with rotating exacta/Daily 
Double displays. Many newer 
tracks moved to a smaller board 
that showed odds but rotated the 
win, place and show pools. Roosevelt Raceway is generally considered to 
have had the best classic toteboard, and these days on the Thoroughbred 
side Santa Anita is pretty classic.

Northfield Park installed a video only toteboard in late 2022 and 
nobody in management had information on when the previous board was 
installed. I am not a huge fan, but Michael Carter, Manager and Assistant 
Race Secretary at the track says it has been a hit with customers.

“Fan response has been great,” he told me. “They are glad they can 
watch Northfield’s races on the big screen outside. It also allows us to 
broadcast Northfield’s races and other events.”

One of the great advantages of the old style toteboard was the Tele-
timer, a running timer so you could get splits by the 1/8 mile, instead of 
having to wait for the video screen to flash a quarter time, as most do.

The Meadows, which recently installed a video screen, found a work-
around. Announcer Jeff Zidek told me, “The old board is still there, but 
covered up and only used for the Teletimer. I haven’t heard anything 
negative, and it’s been over a year.”

I posed the question – Old style toteboards with all the pools listed or 
the new Jumbotron video toteboard? – to the popular Harness Racing 

History Group on Facebook, which has over 47,000 members. The vast 
majority of responders liked the old toteboard better than the video 
screens. That’s a non-scientific poll, since most of the members of the 
group skew older than the overall population. The folks who did like the 
video board were generally younger.

Poster Ken Gee commented: “Love being nostalgic with the old school 
infield toteboards. But the new jumbo are better. Just wish that the tracks 
wouldn’t make them so busy that you can’t see the odds and the pools.”

One idea that interests me is what I call a hybrid board. It incorporates 
a video screen but also features many elements of a traditional toteboard. 

Tioga Downs and Running Aces are two tracks that feature this type of 
system, although the traditional information is not available at all times.

Darin Gagne, Running Aces announcer told me: “I definitely think the 
board is important for the fans – the odds board of course lets the public see 
the trends and movement of the odds, which can influence their selections. 
The video board is important for our fans on the apron because most of 
them cannot see the action on the backstretch. With the video board they 
can follow the race better. I think the newest version of the board, which 
are all digital, are the best, but our hybrid board is the next best thing.”

In my opinion, the video boards limit the information available. But 
Hoosier Park has a solution. They use multiple screens and although 
their board is all digital, the odds and pools are presented old-school style 
on either side of the video screen. The more I watch that, the more I start 
to like it. And you don’t have to worry about light bulbs burning out.

COLUMN ASIDE: I am bringing my Handicapping Herpetologist 
display to Vernon Downs on Saturday, June 21 from 4:45-7:45 PM and to 
Tioga Downs Sunday, June 22 from 12:30-3:30 PM.

That’s it for this column. Now check the toteboard and go cash. See you 
in New York!

Feeling nostalgic for the glaring bulbs and bright lights

(above) Stock Photo / (below) gabe PrewItt

The toteboard at Roosevelt Raceway (above) provided win, place and show prices for all horses in the 
race. (below) The video board at Hoosier Park provides plenty of information in a different format.

COnFessIOns
By Keith Gisser

http://www.drf.com/harness


By jay Bergman

A lot of thought went into bringing last year’s champion 3-year-old back 
to the races this year and just where to begin. For trainer Noel Daley, 
three consecutive weeks of qualifying got the screws tightened a bit for 
Captain Albano but still there was concern about making a first start.

“We got invited to the race at Chester (Joe Auger Memorial) and we could 
have gone to the Battle of Lake Erie,” said Daley of the potential first starts. “I 
just didn’t think they would be best for him, so we waited for the Graduate.”

The decision was a solid one and Captain Albano made his long-antici-
pated debut on June 13 facing a field of more seasoned horses.

“I wanted to win the race, but I didn’t want to overdo it,” said Daley, 
mindful of the competition as well as the potential for a quicker pace that 
might not have been welcomed at first asking.

What Captain Albano accomplished in that first trip competitively was 
a 1:49 2/5 victory where he worked out a near-perfect trip and sprinted 
home in 26 1/5 while looking sharp in the process.

“He was always a great-looking horse,” said Daley. “This year he’s 
broadened out across his rear end.” The added muscle will certainly go 
a long way this year for a horse that needs to be tougher with 4-year-olds 
first and then against older horses later.

Captain Albano drew post 10 in a field of 12 in Saturday’s third round of 
the Graduate (race 9) at The Meadowlands and that will be a bit more chal-
lenging for the son of Captaintreacherous, but Daley is less concerned 
about the second start and more about the seasoned foes.

“Nijinsky (post 5) is a very good horse and he proved that last year,” said 
Daley. “He’s had a few more starts than my guy and has looked pretty good.”

Indeed, Nijinsky, last year’s North America Cup winner, has prepped 
at Woodbine Mohawk Park with some solid efforts including a win in the 
opening round of the Graduate, a race strictly for 4-year-olds, on May 31. 
Nijinsky, a son of Bettor’s Delight, made a couple of moves and was domi-
nant pacing to a 1:48 3/5 mile for his first win in 2025. 

Last Saturday (June 14), Nijinsky was in with older foes in the Mohawk 
Gold Cup and never got the room he was looking for chasing Brue 
Hanover to the wire while finishing second.

Though the outside draw was not appreciated by Daley, he doesn’t 
believe it will prevent Captain Albano from winning this week. “I still 
think he’s the best horse in there,” said Daley. “And Todd (driver McCar-
thy) can be more aggressive with him with the race under his belt.”

While Captain Albano will start from the outside of the starting gate, 
Daley has another in the field with Chain Gang (post 11) making his 
second start for the stable after shipping in from Ontario.

“They (Nick Gallucci) called me up and asked me if I’d take him,” said 
Daley. “I said under just one condition, that I’m not going to keep him.” 

A few years back Daley had a similar opportunity with world-record 
setting Bulldog Hanover, and it worked out quite well.

Thus far Chain Gang has not shown the capacity to pace in 1:45 but did 
impress Daley with a fifth-place finish in the Graduate on June 13. “They 
told me he was very fast if you just use him one time and he showed that,” 
said Daley.

Chain Gang, a 4-year-old by Bettor’s Delight, will have Andrew McCar-
thy in the bike again on Saturday.

The Graduate division could find Calicojack Hanover (post 3) in a good 
spot. The Luc Blais trainee has already earned more as a 4-year-old than 
he did throughout his sophomore campaign. Calicojack Hanover over-
came post 10 in his Graduate leg at The Meadowlands on June 13 and was 
a respectable second behind Captain Albano. Prior to that he was second 
behind Nijinsky in the first round and captured both elimination and 
final of the Charles Juravinski at Flamboro Downs.

Trainer Andrew Harris will send out a pair in Captain Luke (post 2) 
and Funtime Bayama (post 4). Captain Luke has a leg victory taken at 
Woodbine Mohawk Park on May 31 and was third in the Meadowlands 
division to Captain Albano. Funtime Bayama has yet to find firm footing 
this year racing overland in both Graduate legs and coming up short.

Some equipment changes were made by trainer Brett Pelling to Sabo-
nis, who made his first start for new ownership in the Graduate on June 
13 but didn’t fire in the stretch. Sabonis drew post seven. Pelling also 
sends out Arbitrage Hanover (post 8), a runner-up in the first leg of the 
series at Woodbine Mohawk Park. Arbitrage Hanover was a fast-closing 
seventh in the second leg.

Daley will also send the unbeaten sophomore Smooth Dream (post 1) 
in the $48,000 New Jersey Standardbred Development Fund stakes for 
3-year-old male pacers on Saturday night (race 3). “He came to me ready 
and I haven’t changed a thing,” said Daley, not wishing to take credit for 
a horse he didn’t train as a 2-year-old.

“There was some talk about supplementing him to the Messenger 
(Yonkers) or The Meadowlands Pace,” said Daley. “I think if we’re going 
to supplement him, we’re going to have to pick our spots.” 

Daley suggested the Adios could be a spot for Smooth Dream, a son of 
Cattlewash that will be a very short-odds favorite on Saturday.

The 14-race Meadowlands Saturday card also includes a NJSDF final 
for pacing fillies and a Graduate division for trotters. Post time is 6:20 
PM (EDT).

Captain Albano back for next bout in third leg of Graduate
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Captain Albano was a 1:49 2/5 winner in his 2025 debut.
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By Ken Weingartner

Papi’s Rocket has a touch of mom in him, which has proved to be a good 
thing for the 3-year-old male pacer.

Out of the mare Real Touch, Papi’s Rocket has hit the board in 16 of 
19 career races, winning six and earning $320,601 as he prepares for his 
start in Friday’s second of two MGM Grand Messenger Stakes elimina-
tions at MGM Yonkers Raceway. The Messenger, for 3-year-old pacers, is 
the first jewel in the Pacing Triple Crown.

Papi’s Rocket, a 2024 Pennsylvania Sire Stakes champion and multiple 
Grand Circuit winner, is Real Touch’s fifth foal to surpass six figures in 
purses.

“It’s very special,” said Kris Brechler, whose family’s Knox Services 
Inc. bred Papi’s Rocket with Slaughter Racing Stable and owns the colt 
with Slaughter Racing, Burke Racing Stable, and Weaver Bruscemi LLC. 
“It’s always nice to see your homebreds do well. Real Touch did it the hard 
way as a racehorse, and she’s definitely been a blessing as a broodmare.”

The Brechler family’s connection with Papi’s Rocket’s family extends 
back decades to the colt’s great-granddam, Laags Winterwood, who raced 
for Brechler’s father, Ronald, in 1993 and then was kept as a broodmare. 
Real Touch won 11 of 36 races, hit the board an additional 10 times, and 
earned $150,251 on the racetrack. In addition to Papi’s Rocket, her offspring 
include Summer Touch, who was an Ohio Sire Stakes champ in 2020.

Papi’s Rocket, in addition to his PASS title, counted divisions of 
the Arden Downs Stakes and Kindergarten Classic Series among his 
triumphs last season. The son of stallion Papi Rob Hanover won the 
consolation final of the Kindergarten and capped his campaign with a 
third-place finish from post 10 in the Governor’s Cup at The Meadow-
lands. Over his last six starts of the season, he posted three victories, a 
second and a third.

“He’s done well for us,” Brechler said. “One thing about him is that he 
tries. He will give it his all, all the way through the wire. A lot of that is from 
(Real Touch). She was that way; she always came flying on the end of it. She’s 
passed that on. She’s passed on her heart, her speed, to a lot of her foals.”

Papi’s Rocket heads to his Messenger elimination with three seconds 
and a third in four races this year, all in Pennsylvania stakes action. He 
will start the second elim from post eight, the outermost spot on the gate 
at Yonkers, with Yannick Gingras driving for trainer Ron Burke. He is 5-1 
on the morning line.

“We got the eight-hole, but somebody’s got to draw it,” Brechler said. 
“We’ll take our chance. He deserves a shot. He’s raced against some of the 
best in the country and been right there with them.

“I think he’s pretty versatile. He can leave a little bit, or he can sit in 
the hole and then come on the end of it. He’s just a nice horse. We’re very 
happy with him.”

Thirsty Thursday is the 2-1 morning-line favorite in the second 
Messenger elimination, leaving from post one with Tyler Buter driving 

for trainer Hunter Oakes. The gelding has made two starts this season, 
posting a win and a third on the New York Sire Stakes circuit.

Fast Choice is the 3-1 favorite in the first Messenger elimination. The 
gelding is winless in three starts this season, but heads to the race off 
a third-place finish in the Grade 1 Pepsi North America Cup this past 
Saturday. He will leave from post five with Jordan Stratton driving for 
trainer Jared Bako.

The top four finishers from each elimination will advance to the 
$200,000 Grade 2 Messenger Stakes final on June 27 at Yonkers.

Racing begins at 6:45 p.m. (EDT) at MGM Yonkers Raceway. 

‘Rocket’ looks to land spot in MGM Grand Messenger final

lISa Photo

Papi’s Rocket makes his first career start on a half-mile track on 
Friday at Yonkers Raceway.
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ugottaBKidnmE StEpS out in StyLE at gaitWay quaLiFiErS

By Ken Weingartner

Ugottabkidnme represents the entirety of breeder/owner Kevin Kelly’s 
racing stable, so needless to say, there was a good deal of anticipation 
ahead of the 2-year-old male trotter’s qualifying debut Wednesday at 
Gaitway Farm.

After watching Ugottabkidnme circle the training center’s mile oval 
in 1:59 – the fastest of the day’s four trots for the freshmen – Kelly was 
understandably delighted.

“I’m tickled pink right now,” said Kelly, a Florida resident who also 
bred and raced Ugottabkidnme’s mom, Sunshine State standout Gold 
Star Briana. “I expected him to go in 2:00, maybe 2:01, and I was hoping 
he would behave himself, which he did. So, he beat my expectations.”

Gold Star Briana began her career with 17 consecutive wins, primar-
ily on the Florida stakes circuit, and earned $132,970 lifetime. Ugottab-
kidnme, a son of stallion Play Trix On Me, got his own career off on the 
right foot Wednesday, winning by 1-1/2 lengths with Andy Miller driving 
for trainer Julie Miller. Finishing second was Bricco, a $425,000 Lexing-
ton Selected Yearling Sale purchase and half-brother to 2024 Dan Patch 
Award 3-year-old champ Sig Sauer.

“He’s a chip off the old block,” Kelly said about Ugottabkidnme, who 
trained down with Marlin Fry in Florida before joining Team Miller in 
New Jersey about a month ago. “He’s a little quirky, just like his dam, but 
both would trot from the time they hit the ground forward. All winter 
long, everybody was looking over their shoulders at him. He’s a striking 
animal. The guy has got a pretty gait, and that’s what I fell in love with 
right away. He’s got a pretty gait, and he’s big and strong.”

Julie Miller sent out six 2-year-olds on Wednesday, all making their 
qualifying debuts, and came away with two seconds and a third in addi-
tion to Ugottabkidnme’s triumph. Miller’s runner-up finishes came with 
pacing colt He Is Stingin (Perfect Sting-Hidden Cove) and trotting filly 
French Echo (Father Patrick-French Souffle), both with Andy Miller in 
the sulky. Trotting filly Blonds Havemorefun (Walner-Hey Blondie) was 
third, with Tyler Miller in the bike.

“It was relatively a good day,” Julie Miller said. “This was their first 
experiences, and we just wanted them to mind their manners, stay flat, 
and be good behind the gate. When Andy and Tyler hop off the bike, they 
say any adjustments to make with the horse, and whether they were good 
finishing. No complaints. We had a couple good ones, and a couple that we 
have to tinker with, but that’s the journey of horseracing.”

Ron Burke sent out seven of the day’s 10 freshmen winners Wednes-
day. Two of them, pacing filly She’s A Bulldog and trotting filly Atlan-
tic Summer, also were winners in last week’s first round of qualifiers 
at Gaitway. This week, She’s A Bulldog (Bulldog Hanover-Band Stand) 
scored in 1:54 3/5 and Atlantic Summer (Captain Corey-Perfect Summer 
K) won in 1:59 1/5, both with Yannick Gingras driving.

Other Burke winners were pacing colts Dax Seelster (Bulldog Hanover-
Deb) in 1:54 3/5 and Watch Em Win (He’s Watching-Winners Over) in 1:55, 
both with Tim Tetrick in the sulky, and Melillo (Sweet Lou-Rosemary 
Rose) in 1:55 with Gingras; pacing filly Perfect Lynn (Perfect Sting-
Meghan Lynn) in 1:55 1/5 with Gingras, and trotting filly No Promises 
(Tactical Landing-It’s Hallright) in 1:59 3/5 with Gingras.

Melillo is a full brother to 2024 Pennsylvania Sire Stakes champion 
filly Rose.

Rounding out Wednesday 2-year-old winners in the qualifiers were 
pacing filly Yama Gonna Win (Bettor’s Wish-Yaris Bayama) in 1:55 with 
Scott Zeron driving for trainer Linda Toscano and trotting colt Ajax 
Blue Chip (Six Pack-Shesa Sweetheart) in 2:00 with Dan Dube driving for 
trainer Pierre Paradis.

For Wednesday’s complete charts, click here. Watch replays here.

caLLahan / ButEnSchoEn tough in pocono BaBy trotS

Two-year-olds had to face a sloppy surface on a warm Wednesday morn-
ing at Pocono Downs at Mohegan Pennsylvania, and many came through 
with flying colors – none more so than the first-time starters trained by 
John Butenschoen, for whom Corey Callahan drove four winners.

Team Callahan / Butenschoen swept the three trots for males, with the 

fastest being the Swan For All – Kaikoura gelding San Patricio, a first-
over winner in 2:00 1/5 with his own back figures 59 - 29 for owners Tony 
and Michael Holmes, June Zent, and Timothy Thornton. Second was 
stablemate Nofreak Volo (a Father Patrick – No I’m Not gelding).

Another 1-2 Butenschoen finish was headed the Chapter Seven – Got 
You BR NO gelding Rubens, who defeated Stormy Seas (a Captain Corey 
– Tsunami Blue Chip gelding) in 2:03 4/5 - 29 4/5. The trainer’s sweep of 
this section was rounded off by the gelding Be Green (Greenshoe – Bright 
Baby Blues) in 2:01 3/5, last half 59 3/5 first-over.

Butenschoen also had a 1-2 finish in the baby filly trotter ranks, with 
Litt Up (Bar Hopping – Miss Fidget) vacating the pocket for Callahan and 
coming home in 29 4/5 to win in 2:05 2/5 over barnmate Avenzee (Gimpan-
zee – Avenir). The other winner in this group was a filly who won at Sara-
toga in her bow then came to Pocono and won again: Alexandriabluechip, 
a daughter of Greenshoe – Queendom who went in 2:03 3/5 - 59 4/5 - 29 4/5 
for driver Braxten Boyd, trainer Emily Bost, and owners Frank Salino 
Jr., Bruce Potter, Guy Roemer, and Theresa Naylor.

Tyler Buter drove a pair of Hunter Oakes trainees to their second 
straight baby wins in the pacing filly ranks. Imagine Heaven (Papi Rob 
Hanover -OK Heavenly) was the fastest freshman of the sloppy session 
when she went wire-to-wire in 1:56 3/5 - 57 1/5 - 28 2/5 for owners Flying A 
Racing Stable, Lucky Strike, and Charles Oakes.

Tall Dark Stranger sired the other pacing filly winners, including the 
Team Buter/Oakes miss Tall Dark Tequila (dam Tequila Monday), home 
in 1:58 out of the pocket. Tall Dark Stranger also sired Beatrice Hanover 
(dam Beyond Ecstasy), who won on the engine score in 1:58 3/5 - 29.

Travis Alexander had a pair of American Ideal colts within a nose 
of each other in one section of that group’s races, with American Rene-
gade (dam Hathaway Anne) outclosing Hard To Forget (dam Nota Fool 
Bluechip) while winning in 2:00 2/5 - 58 4/5 for driver Ridge Warren. 

The faster winner in the two battles among this division went to the 
Huntsville gelding Wish You The Best (dam Regal Wish), coming on in 58 
28 to get the win in 1:57 3/5 for owners Donald Mac Rae, Nick Kareotes, 
and Daguet Racing LLC while marking the second win of the day for 
Buter and trainer Deborah Daguet.

The baby races can be viewed at www.phha.org.
-edited release (pocono/phha)

young StarS taKE ShapE at thE mEadoWS

As Stakes season rapidly approaches, 2-year-old qualifiers go from learn-
ing experiences to serious prep work. On Tuesday morning (6/17) Holly-
wood Casino at The Meadows hosted 17 qualifiers for that specific purpose.

“To see where we are going forward,” is how Brady Brown, primary 
driver and longtime second trainer for Steve Schoeffel, explained their 
use of final qualifiers. “We need to determine what’s best for them, and 
these races at this point of the season allow for that.”  

The Schoeffel/Brown combo qualified nine 2-year-olds with four 
winners, including two sub 2:00 colts in Ur Ride Is Here and Worldly Dream.

“It’s very important,” Ronnie Wrenn Jr. stressed when asked the 
importance of being in attendance for 2-year-old qualifiers. “Anytime 
I’m asked to qualify a young horse, whether here or Delaware for Brian 
Brown, I’ll happily go with them. It’s important to find the young talent 
and develop a rapport with them.”  

Wrenn piloted three winners for trainer Ron Burke including repeat 
winner Shehasarealenergy.  The Papi Rob Hanover filly was unfazed by 
the sloppy going to sprint home in 27 1/5 for the 1:57 1/5 victory.

Following Thai Hanover’s second and Quill Gordons third-place finish, 
respectively, driver Jeremy Indof said that today was about putting “finish-
ing touches” on the two Stay Hungry freshman. “With stake season right 
around the corner, Mitch [York] wants his colts to be as race ready as possi-
ble, and now he and I are both excited about the season ahead.”

For the day Ron Burke had five winners from 28 starters which gave 
him top training honors while Brady Brown’s four Steve Schoeffel-
trained winners gave him driving honors.

-edited release (tyler Stillings for mSoa)

maLLar, tEtricK and didomEnico do damagE in tuESday BaBy racES

Trainer Roland “Polie” Mallar continued on a roll with his 2-year-old 
pacers during the Tuesday morning session at Harrah’s Philadelphia, 
with three of his pupils winning, but even hotter was the combination 
of driver Tim Tetrick and trainer Scott Di Domenico, who linked up for 
victories with five first-time starters spread across the divisions.

rEad morE
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RACE OF THE WEEK
1 Mile Trot.  GRADUATE SERIES. 4 YEAR OLD OPEN 3RD LEG (DECLARATION FEE - $1,500) Purse $75,000

1
3-1 J. Bartlett 228-59-42-29 (.259)

Last 5 Sts-$56,875br g 4, by Met's Hall, Lady Cromwell by Chapter Seven 
Carolyn Atherton,Scarsdale,Ny
E. Hart 8-2-1-1(.250)  Br.- Carolyn Atherton,NY

1:51.3 M1
1:51.4 PcD 5/8

25 M1 4 1 1 0 $31,875 25  5 1 2 0 $58,930
24 M1 1 0 1 0 $17,361 24 Tot 17 11 4 0 $640,902
23 M1 0 0 0 0 - Life  29 14 7 2 $748,259

Brsh,ld bf 1/2,handy-7
Usd pst 1/4,ld,yld,even-7

-8
Usd pst 1/4,ld,yld,trd-11

Usd 1/4,shfld,cvr,trd-9
-7

2
8-1 Dv. Miller 318-55-40-40 (.173)

Last 5 Sts-$91,044ch m 4, by International Moni, Evermore by Deweycheatumnhowe 
R Lynn & Philomena P Curry,West Chester,PA;C Annie Stoebe,New Egypt,NJ
A. Stoebe 2-0-1-0(.000)  Br.- Hanover Shoe Farms Inc,PA

 
1:51.3 M1

25 M1 2 0 1 0 $14,000 25 Tot 3 0 1 0 $16,044
24 M1 7 3 0 3 $129,974 24  18 12 1 3 $462,244
23 M1 1 0 0 0 $0 Life  30 13 4 4 $495,876

-8
Ld,shfld,1st up,stdy-7

3d ov,late gain-7
Took bck,fand out,trot-10

Pkt,2w bf 3/4,game 2nd-6
Took bck,cvr,trot lane-6

3
6-1 S. Zeron 155-14-12-21 (.090)

Last 5 Sts-$33,828b m 4, by Chapter Seven, Don't Wait Up by Credit Winner 
Jeffrey S Snyder,New York,NY;Onda Racing Stable LLC,Jersey City,NJ
M. Melander 35-4-7-7(.114)  Br.- Hanover Shoe Farms Inc,PA

 
1:50.1 Lx1

25 M1 1 0 1 0 $12,500 25 Tot 2 0 1 0 $12,500
24 M1 5 0 1 2 $27,250 24 Tot 16 5 2 4 $491,391
23 M1 1 0 0 0 $0 Life  30 9 3 5 $813,136

Sat,2w bf 3/4,plenty-7
Cover,broke final-9

Rail,ang pst 3/4,even-5
3rd ov,fand out,empty-10

Brsh,ld pst 1/2,game 2d-10
-11

4
7-2 Lo. Roy 2-1-1-0 (.500)

Last 5 Sts-$132,430br h 4, by Muscle Hill, Open Access by Credit Winner 
Determination,Montreal,QC, CA
L. Blais 2-1-1-0(.500)  Br.- Fair Winds Farm Inc,Cream Ridge,NJ

1:52.2 M1
1:52.1 VD 7/8

25 M1 1 1 0 0 $25,000 25  2 2 0 0 $62,230
24 M1 4 0 1 0 $66,722 24 Tot 14 1 5 1 $293,392
23 M1 0 0 0 0 - Life  24 5 6 2 $430,606

Brsh,ld bf 1/2,gamely-7
Pkd,press,game-9

-6
-4
-4
-8

5
8-1 D. Dunn 137-26-18-21 (.190)

Last 5 Sts-$207,973b h 4, by Walner, Mets Life by Kadabra 
Greg Luther Racing LLC,Blacklick,Oh
A. Svanstedt 26-3-3-5(.115)  Br.- Winbak Farm,MD

1:53.4 M1Q
1:51.4 Wbs 7/8

25 M1 1 0 0 1 $6,000 25 Tot 2 0 0 1 $9,723
24 M1 6 0 1 3 $214,875 24 Tot 12 2 3 5 $707,330
23 M1 3 1 0 0 $13,900 Life  20 3 5 7 $880,553

Ld,yld,ang ln,stdy-7
Wide,late,little-9

Led,dug in,gamely-6
Traild,2nd ov,even-6
1st up,grind,trot-10

Usd 1/4,1st up,no bid-8

6
20-1 A. McCarthy 154-19-18-16 (.123)

Last 5 Sts-$50,236b h 4, by Greenshoe, Clarabelle by Ready Cash 
Harbor Racing Stable LLC,ON;D Farm LLC,Hustonville,KY;Order By Stable Ab,SD
L. Wallin 6-1-0-1(.167)  Br.- D Farm LLC,KY

 
1:52 Lx1

25 M1 0 0 0 0 - 25 Tot 0 0 0 0 -
24 M1 3 1 0 1 $14,800 24 Tot 14 5 1 3 $109,505
23 M1 0 0 0 0 - Life  17 6 1 4 $116,465

-7
3hole,no bid-5

-6
Gappd cvr,brk bef 3/4-9

-6
-5

7
20-1 T. McCarthy 198-38-30-31 (.192)

Last 5 Sts-$13,641b h 4, by Muscle Hill, Cardinale by Cantab Hall 
Willow Oak Racing LLC,Rogersville,Tn
Gr. McNair 1-0-0-0(.000)  Br.- Willow Oak Ranch,TN

1:55.1 SsMQ
1:52.4 M1Q

25 M1 1 0 0 0 $2,500 25 Tot 6 0 1 0 $13,641
24 M1 7 1 2 0 $27,500 24 Tot 8 1 2 0 $43,165
23 M1 3 2 0 0 $30,000 Life  23 5 4 1 $254,402

1st up,stalld,trd ln-7
No rally-9

Unc,outkicked-10
By only weakest-10

No rally-10
Yld,pkt,caved-7

8
4-1 Y. Gingras 88-15-13-11 (.170)

Last 5 Sts-$135,750b h 4, by You Know You Do, All Set Lets Go by Donato Hanover 
Daryl J Bontrager,Goshen,IN;Ira Steinberg,Arlington Hts,IL
N. Takter 54-11-15-6(.204)  Br.- Merle E Yoder,IN

1:53.2 M1Q
1:52.1 HoP 7/8

25 M1 1 0 1 0 $12,500 25 Tot 1 0 1 0 $12,500
24 M1 1 0 0 0 $10,800 24  17 12 1 0 $468,228
23 M1 0 0 0 0 - Life  27 18 3 0 $706,103

Usd pst 1/4,ld,yld,trot-7
Usd pst 1/4,ld,handy-5

-6
-8
-6
-9

9
10-1 A. Svanstedt 15-3-0-4 (.200)

Last 5 Sts-$53,115b m 4, by Walner, Sound Check by Yankee Glide 
Ake Svanstedt Inc,Wrightstown,NJ;Santandrea Inc,Delray Beach,FL;Young Guns,New York,NY
A. Svanstedt 26-3-3-5(.115)  Br.- Warrawee Farm,ON, CA

 
1:51.2 M1

25 M1 1 0 0 0 $2,500 25 Tot 2 0 1 0 $21,115
24 M1 7 2 0 2 $343,000 24 Tot 10 3 0 2 $464,750
23 M1 5 1 1 1 $51,850 Life  21 7 3 3 $963,990

Sat bck,fand out,stdy-7
Chall,outgamed-9

Sat,ang pst 3/4,stdy-5
Traild,rail,no bid-10

Sat,ang lane,stdy-10
-11

10
8-1 Ma. Melander 15-0-3-1 (.000)

Last 5 Sts-$17,935b h 4, by Father Patrick, Thatsnotmyname by Windsong's Legacy 
Bradley J Grant,Milton,ON, CA;Order By Stable Ab,Boras,SD
M. Melander 35-4-7-7(.114)  Br.- Order By Stable Ab,SD

1:54.4 M1Q
1:52.4 Mw 5/8

25 M1 1 0 0 1 $6,000 25 Tot 2 0 0 2 $14,935
24 M1 5 0 0 1 $14,750 24 Tot 16 4 1 1 $235,275
23 M1 1 0 0 0 $33,840 Life  29 8 3 6 $604,964

Off pace,rail,trot-7
Cvr fnl,little-9

Ld,dug in,gamely-6
3hole,2w bf 3/4,stdy-8

Gappd cvr,no fctr-10
Rode rail,stdy-8
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7 MEADOWLANDS SAT
EXACTA AND TRIFECTA | 10 CENT SUPERFECTA | PICK 3 (7-8-9)

13 Jun25  6MF‡  fstLH{  28    :56  1:25  1:51  Graduate  50000 1  3FU  1FX  1GX  1GX  1F U  JaBartltt  EdHart  28  2 8  28  26  1:51  92  +1 5w  L2 . 7 0  SrPnchGrsmTwsmScrtyPrt
  6 Jun25  10MF  fstLL{  27    :55  1:23  1:50  Opn  27500 6  1{X  2FU  2FU  2FU  2FX  JaBartltt  EdHart  27  28  28  27  1:50  100 +4 4w  L4.60  ArFrr SrPnch SthCrs
25 May25  11Phl  fstKL{  27    :55  1:22  1:51  M Lee Inv  100000 4  1X  2FX  2FX  3F  2Z  JaBartltt  EdHart  27  28  27  28  1:51  100 -1 9w  L8.50  AetosKrns SirPincho Antognoni
17 May25  10MF  fstLI{  28    :55  1:23  1:51  Cutler  158000 8  1{F  2FU  3FU  3GX  6JU  JaBartltt  EdHart  28  27  28  29  1:52  88  +7 3w  19.10  PrclmLxsKdyAntgnn
10 May25  8MF  fstKL{  28    :55  1:23  1:51  WO12500Hcp  25000 6  1{X  4G  5{JU  4JX  6FE  JaBartltt  EdHart  28  28  28  29  1:53  85  +5 4w  3.90  AetosKrnsSIPLexusKody
  2 May25  10MF  fstLJ{     :    :   W/O  25000 scratched-sick          +5 6w   

14 Jun25  7Wbs  fstKM{     :    :   ARMBROFLIG  155400 scratched          +8 6w   
13 Jun25  6MF  fstLH{  28    :56  1:25  1:51  Graduate  50000 5  2D  3GZ  3{HX  4IX  4H  DaMiller  AStoebe  28  29  28  26  1:52  91  +1 5w  3.50  SrPnchGrsmTwsmScrtyPrt
  7 Jun25  3Wbs  fstLJ{  26    :55  1:24  1:51  ARMBROFLIG  25550 1  5L  6{LU  6{IZ  5IX  4FZ  DaMiller  AStoebe  27  28  28  26  1:51  98    2.25  WilysHmRnDrawnImprCallMeGoo
24 May25  9MF  fstJM{  27    :55  1:22  1:51  MsVerstlty  40000 1  5JU  5IZ  5JU  3I  2D  DaMiller  AStoebe  28  27  27  27  1:51  92  +0 6w  20.50  DlSqr ElstHnv MmsDrm
10 May25  1MF  fstKE{  31    :59  1:28  1:56  Q u a   2  2FU  2FU  2{X  1FU  2D  DaMiller  AStoebe  31  28  28  28  1:56       nb  SprChptrElstHnvGDgG
  2 May25  4MF  fstLE{  29    :59  1:28  1:55  Q u a   3  5JX  5JX  5JU  5K  3J  DaMiller  AStoebe  30  29  29  26  1:56       nb  YoTillieHangoverElistaHnv

13 Jun25  12MF  fstLH{  27    :56  1:25  1:52  Graduate  50000 4  5JU  5JU  5{HX  3FX  2C  ScZeron  MarMelndr  28  28  28  26  1:52  89  +1 5w  12.00  PrvtAcsDtNghHnvAmzngCtch
31 May25  6Wbs  fstIM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Graduate  74460 4  5KU  5K  x8NX  9dis  9dis  JaMacdnld  MarMelndr  28  29  28     +6 7w  8.05  PrvteAces WrweMchle SecrtyPrt
17 May25  8MF  fstLG{  28    :57  1:25  1:52  Q u a   4  4JX  4IX  4HZ  4GZ  4HU  DeDunn  MarMelndr  29  28  28  26  1:53       nb  RMelinaWrweMchleCllMG
26 Oct24  5MF  fstJI{  27    :55  1:23  1:51  D-Br Crown F  600000 7  6K  6{KU  6{{IU  5JX  6FF  DeDunn  MarMelndr  29  28  27  29  1:53  86  +4 3w  4.10  AllegiantRMelinaElstHnv
19 Oct24  4MF  fstKE{  27    :55  1:23  1:51  D-Br Crown E  25000 7  6KU  4{FZ  1FU  1FU  2F  DeDunn  MarMelndr  28  27  27  28  1:51  94  +4 4w  2.40  DrwnImprDtNghHnvElstHnv
  6 Oct24  10Lx1A  fstMH{  26    :53  1:22  1:50  KY-F-FUT  301550 10  9{MU  9{LX  8{JX  5HZ  5K  DeDunn  MarMelndr  28  26  28  28  1:51  98    ]2.44  RMelina MissILa SambcaHnv

13 Jun25  12MF  fstLH{  27    :56  1:25  1:52  Graduate  50000 1  3GZ  1FU  1FU  1FX  1C  LoRoy  LucBlais  28  2 8  29  26  1:52  88  +1 5w  L1 . 6 0  PrvtAcsDtNghHnvAmzngCtch
31 May25  6Wbs  fstIM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Graduate  74460 7  1{F  1FX  1G  2D  1C  LoRoy  LucBlais  27  29  28  28  1:52  93  +6 7w  L6 . 6 5  PrvteAces WrweMchle SecrtyPrt
24 May25  9Wbs  fstJH{  28    :58  1:27  1:55  Q u a   3  3GZ  3FZ  2FX  1FX  1H X  LoRoy  LucBlais  29  29  29  27  1:55       nb  PrvteAces QuebecHnv Waterfall
16 May25  6Wbs  fstKG{  30    :59  1:27  1:56  Q u a   1  2FZ  2FZ  1FZ  1FX  1X  LoRoy  LucBlais  31  28  28  28  1:56       nb  PrvteAces AmigoVolo Pemberton
  9 May25  8Wbs  fstJH{  28    :57  1:26  1:53  Q u a   3  3IX  3HX  4JX  4FF  3FH  LoRoy  LucBlais  29  28  29  28  1:56       nb  HghndKsmt JgsPal PrvteAces
  7 Nov24  8DD  fstKM{  26    :55  1:23  1:52  MATRON 3CT  152800 8  7JX  7KZ  6{KU  2G  2B  LoRoy  LucBlais  27  28  27  28  1:52  93    L6.70  SirPincho PrvteAces Elhelpski

13 Jun25  12MF  fstLH{  27    :56  1:25  1:52  Graduate  50000 7  1FX  2FU  2FU  2FX  3FU  DeDunn  AkSvnstdt  2 7  29  29  26  1:52  87  +1 5w  3.00  PrvtAcsDtNghHnvAmzngCtch
31 May25  6Wbs  fstIM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Graduate  74460 6  7NU  7N  6{K  5JX  5J  BCMcClure  AkSvnstdt  29  29  27  28  1:53  87  +6 7w  ].55  PrvteAces WrweMchle SecrtyPrt
17 May25  5MF  fstLG{  28    :58  1:26  1:53  Q u a   6  1FX  1FX  1FU  1FU  1D  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  28  30  28  27  1:53       nb  AmzngCtchUsainHnvMrBlbrd
  2 May25  3MF  fstLE{  28    :57  1:26  1:53  Q u a   6  6KZ  6KZ  6KZ  6LU  5LX  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  30  28  28  27  1:54       nb  PericulumUpYourDeoOhWell
26 Oct24  7MF  fstJI{  27    :55  1:22  1:50  D-Br Crown F  600000 3  5HZ  4{HX  2{FX  2F  3C  DeDunn  AkSvnstdt  28  27  27  27  1:50  100 +4 3w  10.50  SigSauer TCI AmzngCtch
19 Oct24  2MF  fstKE{  27    :56  1:24  1:51  D-Br Crown E  25000 7  3{HU  3HX  3{HU  3IU  5IU  DeDunn  AkSvnstdt  28  28  28  27  1:52  94  +4 4w  2.00  TCIScrtAgtMnScrtyPrt

13 Jun25  12MF  fstLH{     :    :   Graduate  50000 scratched-sick          +1 5w   
  7 Jun25  8MF  fstLH{  28    :56  1:25  1:52  Q u a   2  3IU  3H  3IU  3J  3LZ  MatMelndr  LuWallin  28  28  28  27  1:53       nb  TkeAlCmrs HghndKsmt ForJuly
28 Oct24  13PcD‡  fstKG{     :    :   Simpson  30000 scratched-sick          -1 8w   
19 Oct24  9MF‡  fstKE{  27    :55  1:23  1:51  D-Br Crown E  25000 7  8MU  7KX  x8x{MX  x9xdis  9dis  MatMelndr  LuWallin  28  28  28     +4 4w  121.10  DqrHnvGrnspnTnyAdms
  6 Oct24  7Lx1  fstMH{  28    :54  1:22  1:50  KY FUT  50000 3  6M  6NX  x6xN  6dis  6dis  ScZeron  LuWallin  30  26  27       4.63  VicZlnsky FlyngKrns CalOption
28 Sep24  8Lx1  slyKL{  29    :56  1:25  1:55  Bluegrass  85300 3  5LU  5K  5K  4IX  3GZ  MatMelndr  LuWallin  30  27  29  29  1:55  77    4.97  MrBluebrd Greenspan ForJuly

13 Jun25  12MF  fstLH{  27    :56  1:25  1:52  Graduate  50000 6  6KZ  6KX  3{FU  4GX  5KZ  ToMcCrthy  GMcNair  29  28  2 8  28  1:53  83  +1 5w  50.30  PrvtAcsDtNghHnvAmzngCtch
31 May25  6Wbs  fstIM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Graduate  74460 1  6LZ  6LX  5J  4J  4IX  DoMcnair  GMcNair  29  28  27  28  1:53  87  +6 7w  32.95  PrvteAces WrweMchle SecrtyPrt
19 May25  5Wbs  fstIM{  26    :55  1:24  1:53  NW15750L5C  17280 1  4KX  4H  3{IX  2FX  2FX  DoMcnair  GMcNair  27  28  28  28  1:53  88  +4 4w  ]1.25  Nasey MarsHill EdnOnthhl
12 May25  4Wbs  fstKI{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  NW15000L5C  17280 9  5{JZ  9KX  9{MX  8KU  5JX  DoMcnair  GMcNair  28  29  28  27  1:53  90  +7 6w  4.20  SprtnGnrl Nasey PentlrHnv
  5 May25  4Wbs  fstJL{  27    :57  1:26  1:54  NW15000L5C  17280 2  6LZ  6LZ  6KZ  6KX  6HX  DoMcnair  GMcNair  28  30  29  26  1:54  81  +5 5w  13.05  GhostlyCs Nasey Perfetto
28 Apr25  3Wbs  fstJN{  27    :56  1:24  1:51  Prf  25920 7  1FX  2FX  2G  2IX  6M  DoMcnair  GMcNair  27  29  28  28  1:53  88  -2 4w  17.80  GainesHnv FshnFrnze GhostlyCs

13 Jun25  6MF  fstLH{  28    :56  1:25  1:51  Graduate  50000 4  1{D  2FX  2GX  2GX  2FU  DeDunn  NaTakter  28  28  28  26  1:51  93  +1 5w  ]1.00  SrPnchGrsmTwsmScrtyPrt
31 May25  5MF  fstKE{  28    :56  1:25  1:53  Q u a   5  1{F  1G  1GX  1HX  1M X  DeDunn  NaTakter  28  27  28  28  1:53       nb  GrsmTwsmRylPrcdntKrkgrdK
17 May25  5HoP  fstKF{  28    :57  1:27  1:55  Q u a   5  1G  1FX  1HX  1HX  1K  DaBontrgr  DaBontrgr  28  28  29  28  1:55       nb  GrusmTwsm PondaFshn Yes
29 Nov24  7HoP  fstFM{  26    :56  1:25  1:53  Thanks-3C  52000 6  4{GX  3{GX  1H  1K  1IZ  DaBontrgr  DaBontrgr  27  29  28  28  1:53  92    ]. 1 0 GrusmTwsm CsFlyingC VctrLszlo
22 Nov24  9HoP  gdIE{  27    :56  1:26  1:54  BallysR-3C  50000 2  5NX  4KX  2{HX  1F  1H X  DaBontrgr  DaBontrgr  29  28  29  28  1:54  86    ]. 0 5 GrusmTwsm VctrLszlo GypsyHill
15 Nov24  11HoP  fstIM{  28    :57  1:25  1:54  StarDes-3C  57000 5  4H  4JX  4{JX  3HX  1U  DaBontrgr  DaBontrgr  28  29  28  27  1:54  87    ]. 0 5 GrusmTwsm Flrtnwplt DshngDany

13 Jun25  6MF  fstLH{  28    :56  1:25  1:51  Graduate  50000 7  6JX  6KX  6KX  6KX  5JX  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  29  28  28  26  1:52  87  +1 5w  L5.50  SrPnchGrsmTwsmScrtyPrt
31 May25  6Wbs  fstIM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Graduate  74460 3  3H  3H  3{G  1D  2C  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  28  29  27  27  1:52  93  +6 7w  L3.75  PrvteAces WrweMchle SecrtyPrt
17 May25  8MF  fstLG{  28    :57  1:25  1:52  Q u a   1  3I  3HU  3GX  3FX  2FU  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  29  28  28  26  1:53       Lnb  RMelinaWrweMchleCllMG
26 Oct24  5MF  fstJI{  27    :55  1:23  1:51  D-Br Crown F  600000 10  10FG  10FE  9LX  6K  5NU  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  30  27  27  28  1:53  85  +4 3w  L16.80  Allegiant RMelina ElistaHnv
19 Oct24  7MF  fstKE{  27    :56  1:24  1:51  D-Br Crown E  25000 3  3GX  3GX  4GX  4HX  4FX  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  28  28  28  27  1:51  91  +4 4w  3.50  Allegiant RMelina Sadbrdstl
  6 Oct24  10Lx1A  fstMH{  26    :53  1:22  1:50  KY-F-FUT  301550 7  3{FX  1{B  2{FX  6JZ  7FM  AkSvnstdt  AkSvnstdt  27  26  28  31  1:53  91    4.01  RMelina MissILa SambcaHnv

13 Jun25  6MF  fstLH{  28    :56  1:25  1:51  Graduate  50000 6  5I  5JU  4J  3HX  3FU  ScZeron  MarMelndr  29  28  28  2 5  1:51  91  +1 5w  39.00  SirPinchoGrusmTwsmSecrtyPrt
31 May25  6Wbs  fstIM{  27    :56  1:24  1:52  Graduate  74460 2  4IZ  4IX  4HX  3HU  3IU  JJamieson  MarMelndr  28  28  27  28  1:53  87  +6 7w  44.65  PrvteAces WrweMchle SecrtyPrt
24 May25  4MF  fstJM{  29    :58  1:26  1:54  Q u a   2  1FU  1FX  1FU  1F  1D  ScZeron  MarMelndr  29  28  28  28  1:54       nb  SecrtyPrt SprDprCpr Sermon
17 May25  4MF  fstLG{  29    :58  1:28  1:55  Q u a   6  3GX  3H  3{GX  2GZ  2G  ScZeron  MarMelndr  29  29  29  27  1:55       nb  RslvTWnScrtyPrtDqrHnv
26 Oct24  7MF  fstJI{  27    :55  1:22  1:50  D-Br Crown F  600000 5  8LZ  9{LZ  9{LX  8MX  8FG  ScZeron  MarMelndr  28  27  27  29  1:53  86  +4 3w  45.20  SigSauer TCI AmzngCtch
19 Oct24  2MF  fstKE{  27    :56  1:24  1:51  D-Br Crown E  25000 2  4IX  4J  4I  4IU  3HU  ScZeron  MarMelndr  28  29  27  26  1:51  91  +4 4w  40.80  TCI ScrtAgtMn SecrtyPrt
No coupled entries per NJRC

‡SIR PINOCCHIO(L)
4 1:51.3 (1) $11,786

]
 

1 3 3 2 1 2 3 3
1 1 1 1 1 2
2 2 4 2 1 2 1 1

3 3 4 4 4
3 2 3 2 1 3

ELISTA HANOVER
3 1:51.3 (1) $5,348 SHS-HBG $240,000  

1 3 3 1 2 3 1
2 1 1 4 4 2 3 3
3 2 4 3 3 4 2 4 3
1 4 3 4 2 3 3 1 4
4 1 4 3 4 2 3 4 3

DATE NIGHT HANOVER
3 1:50.1 (1) $6,250 SHS-HBG $600,000 ]

4 3 3 2 4 4 3 1 2
2 2 2 3 3 3
1 4 4 1 3 4 4 2
4 4 2 1 1 1 2

3 1 1 1 4 1 1 2
4 2 1 2 2 1 2 2

PRIVATE ACCESS(L)
3 1:52.1 (7/8)  $31,115 SHS-HBG $250,000]

 
 

] ]

4 3 3 2 2 1 4 2
2 2 2 3 2 1 3
4 1 2 1 2 1 3 1
3 1 3 2 3 4 2
4 3 4 4 3 3 3 3 2
4 4 4 3 4 3 4

AMAZING CATCH
3 1:51.4 (7/8) $4,862 LEX-SEL $310,000

 
 ]

4 3 3 2 4 4 3
2 2 2 3 1 2 3
2 3 3 4 2 1 1 4
3 1 1 3 4 1 3
1 4 4 3 2 4 4

3 2 2 1 1 4

FOR JULY
3 1:52 (1) LEX-SEL $360,000  

3 1 1 4 2 4 4 4

2 2 3 3 2

2 3 1 1 2 3
1 3 3 1 3 1 4

MARS HILL
3 1:52.4 (1) Q $2,274 LEX-SEL $325,000

 
 

4 3 3 2 1 3 4
2 2 2 3 4 3 2
2 2 2 3 2 4 4 3

4 3 1 1 4 1 1
1 2 3 4 1 3 3
2 4 4 3 2 3 1 1

GRUESOME TWOSOME
3 1:52.1 (7/8) $12,500 HOOSIER $17,000

 
 ]

1 3 3 1 3 3 2 4
4 3 2 4 4 2 2 2
4 3 3 4 4 2 3 3
4 3 2 2 1 4 2 2
1 2 4 3 1 4

1 3 3 3 2 2

WARRAWEE MICHELLE(L)
3 1:51.2 (1) $10,558 LEX-SEL $200,000  

]

1 3 3 1 3 2 2 3
2 2 2 3 4 4 3
1 4 4 3 3 4
4 4 2 1 1 3 1

4 1 2 3 1 2 1 4
4 2 1 2 4 3 4

SECURITY PROTECTED
3 1:52.4 (5/8) $7,468 SHS-HBG $250,000

 
 

1 3 3 3 2 4 4
2 2 2 3 2 4 4 2 2
3 1 4 4 3 3 3 4
2 4 1 1 4 3 1 3
1 4 4 4 4 3 1

3 2 2 1 2 4 3 4

http://www.drf.com/harness


This Friday (June 20) night at The Meadowlands is one for the bettors, 
as a monster 20-cent Pick 5 pool – the result of a Saturday night carryover 
– as well as the sixth edition of the track’s Monthly Handicapping Chal-
lenge will get the weekend off to a rollicking start.

The Pick-5 pool has the potential to be enormous. 
The only other time there has been a carryover in the Pick 5 during 

2025, a total of $183,943 of “new money” was poured into the pot on Jan. 25 
chasing a carryover of $28,744 for a grand total of $212,687.

That night, the Pick 5 saw a sequence where the winner’s odds were 6-1, 
17-1, 3-2, 13-1 and 1-5, with winning tickets being exchanged for $2,787.26.

“The low minimum bet of 20 cents allows players to spread their tick-
ets, so quite a few of our players had that last carryover Pick 5,” said 
Big M Chief Operating Officer and General Manager Jason Settlemoir. 
“When you have a carryover situation like this, where the pool figures to 
be in the $200,000 range, all of our players get excited. And since the Pick 
5 begins with race one, it engages all of our players from the start of the 
card and should create some good action on our 50-cent Pick 4s, which 
begin in races six and 10, respectively.”

The Pick 5 carryover heading into Friday night is $22,989.
The carryover was set up by three bombs that went off at the start of 

the card on June 14. Races one through three were taken by 10-1, 70-1 and 
19-1 shots, respectively, meaning that even after the sequence concluded 
with a 9-5 and a 7-2, a sizable carryover was assured.

The 20-cent Pick-5 is offered nightly on races one through five.
SATURDAY NIGHT’S ALRIGHT: Yes, Friday will be great, but 

Saturday is going to be stacked with star performers on the track.
Smooth Dream will look to stay perfect in seven seasonal tries in the 

$48,000 New Jersey Standardbred Development Fund final for 3-year-old 
colt and gelding pacers. The son of Cattlewash-Dreamlands Latte, the 
only horse at The Big M during 2025 to win six consecutive races at the 
mile oval, won the New Jersey Sire Stakes final on May 24.

There are also a pair of $75,000, leg three Graduate Series dashes for 
4-year-olds, one on the trot and another on the pace.

The trot features Sir Pinocchio, 14 wins from just 29 lifetime starts to 
go along with a bankroll of almost $750,000, and Private Access, a lifetime 
earner of over $400,000. Both off victories in leg two last week at The Big M.

Captain Albano, the 3-year-old Dan Patch divisional champion of 
the year from 2024, tops the pacing split. The Noel Daley trainee was a 
winner in leg two a week ago, stopping the clock in 1:49 2/5 in his first 
outing of the season. Staying perfect in two starts won’t be easy, as the 
son of Captaintreacherous-Angelou has drawn post 10.

-edited release (meadowlands)

dEricK giWnEr’S Friday mEadoWLandS picK 5 ticKEt

This $22,989 Pick 5 carryover starting in race one is a tricky sequence 
with two amateur races and two of the lowest Trackmaster conditioned 
races. I’m going to go shallow early and spread later in the sequence.

Race 1: Two deep here with (3) CAPTAIN TERMINATOR, who’s done 
well in the amateur ranks and (7) FERDINAND A, who tends to get brave 
on the lead and may just land there tonight.

Race 2: It is hard to get excited about many in this field and some people 
will spread. I’m going to keep my equity by focusing on (1) COUNTRY 
DANCING. Three-year-old has some excuses lately in terms of trip, post 
and driver. This is a spot where she can shine.

Race 3: While more than two can win, I’m going to focus on (4) GOOD 
ROCKIN and (3) ARTIST BEST. The former gets a key switch back to Yogi 
in the bike and the latter blew them away by four lengths in 1:51 in his 
last amateur start.

Race 4: (6) BRONSONS DELIGHT made a big move into contention and 
simply hung in the late stages. I’m going to give him a pass since it was 
only his third start after two years off. Others on my ticket include (4) MY 
WISH CAME TRUE, (1) URBAN RENEWAL, (3) SERGEANT WALT and 
(8) RAPTORS FLIGHT N.

Race 5: While I’ll be spreading here as well in this wide-open event, I will 
also have an extra ticket with my top pick as a single. (8) ODDS ON SARA 
SARA has come to life with some big miles lately. If she can repeat any of 
those from this outside post the rest of the field is in some trouble. Others to 
include are (4) TESLA POWER, (5) LYONS MIKI, (1) FIRSTUP, (9) POLKS 
IMAGE, (2) DARLIN’S DREAM and (7) DEFININGTHE MOMENT.

.20 Ticket: 3,7 / 1 / 3,4 / 1,3,4,6,8 / 1,2,4,5,7,8,9 = $28

$22K Pick 5 Carryover at Big M

At DRF Harness we strive to provide the best handicapping infor-
mation in the sport. Each week we’ll use this space to bring you some 
of our handicappers’ best bets and value plays. Use this information 
as one of your tools when wagering or simply click on the link above 
and head to DRF Bets to wager now. 

thurSday, junE 19

RACE 9

(7) CORA CORA CORA was a 
strong second in her latest, which 
was her best effort in a while. She 
races off the claim for the Malik 
Smith barn which tends to have 
them ready to fire on first asking.

-Kevin plowcha

Friday, junE 20

RACE 13

(1) JAVA JUKEBOX brushed 
to the front and went a very game 
mile in his career debut. The 
performance looks even better 
since the winner Chat Room 
went on to Vernon to take the 
Empire Breeders Classic over 
some other good 3-year-olds.  

-derick giwner

RACE 4
(6) WALKIN ON SUNSHINE 

put in her usual good effort last 
week but was unable to repeat out 
of the eight hole; she’s assigned 
outside again but this time she 
faces only five rivals and also she 
returns to Bartlett. 

-matt rose

Saturday, junE 21

RACE 5

(7) FALLOUT hasn’t raced in a 
couple of weeks and won’t race for 
two more after this start. Stand-
out 3-year-old gets a confidence 
building win at short odds.    

-giwner

FuLL card anaLySiS / paSt pErFormancES
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Louprint hEadS 1St hamBLEtonian SociEty/BrEEdErS croWn poLL

Pepsi North America Cup winner Louprint received 26 first-place votes 
and a total of 340 points to rank No. 1 in the year’s first Hambletonian 
Society/Breeders Crown poll released Wednesday (June 18). 

A 3-year-old pacing colt, Louprint is undefeated in five races this season 
and leads the sport in earnings with $449,132. The Ron Burke trainee was 
a Dan Patch Award winner last year. 

Twin B Joe Fresh, the 2024 Dan Patch Horse of the Year, received the 
remaining nine first-place votes and was No. 2 in the rankings. The 
5-year-old pacing mare is unbeaten in two races this season for trainer 
Chris Ryder, with her most recent score coming this past Saturday in the 
Roses Are Red Stakes. 

Completing the top five in the poll were Fan Hanover Stakes winner 
Miki And Minnie, Goodtimes Stakes winner Emoticon Legacy, and unde-
feated Chantilly. 

Armbro Flight Stakes winner Dial Square S was No. 6, followed by 
Mohawk Gold Cup winner Brue Hanover, Battle of Lake Erie winner Ken 
Hanover, MGM Borgata Pacing Series champion Mossdale Ben N, and 
Blue Chip Matchmaker Series champ Aardie B Miki N. 

A total of 40 horses received at least one point in the poll. 
The Hambletonian Society/Breeders Crown poll, which will continue 

weekly on Wednesdays through the Grand Circuit season, does not deter-
mine year-end awards. The members of the U.S. Harness Writers Asso-
ciation vote on all Dan Patch Award division winners plus Trotter of the 
Year, Pacer of the Year, and Horse of the Year. 

Rankings based on the votes of harness racing media representatives 
on a 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1 basis. 

Hambletonian Society/Breeders Crown Standardbred Poll: Week 1 
Rank-Name (1st Votes)  Record  Earnings  Points  Pvs 
1 -Louprint (26)  3cp  5-5-0-0  $449,132  340  -- 
2 -Twin B Joe Fresh (9) 5mp 2-2-0-0  $156,190  311  -- 
3 -Miki And Minnie 3fp  3-3-0-0  $172,075  243  -- 
4 -Emoticon Legacy 3ct  2-2-0-0  $94,940  169  -- 
5 -Chantilly  3fp  3-3-0-0  $111,939  121  -- 
6 -Dial Square S  5mt  3-3-0-0  $110,475  117  -- 
7 -Brue Hanover 5gp  14-11-0-1  $186,192  110  -- 
8 -Ken Hanover  5hp  4-3-0-1  $120,500  95  -- 
9 -Mossdale Ben N 7gp  12-8-2-1  $430,500  92  -- 
10-Aardie B Miki N 5mp  7-5-0-1  $373,956  44  -- 
ALSO: Super Chapter 40; Captain Albano 26; Aetos Kronos S, Madden 

Oaks 22; Smooth Dream 20; Antognoni S 18; Desperate Man 16; Bythemis-
sal, Periculum 14; Conversano, Nijinsky 10; Logan Park, Overthemoonfo-
ryou 8; Private Access 7; Maryland, Odds On Chesapeake 6; Variegated 5; 
Rocket Deo, Twisted Destiny 4; Lite Up The World, Ponda Jet, Sir Pinoc-
chio, Women Layer 3; Call Me Goo, Captain Optimistic, On To Norway, 
Walkin On Sunshine 2; Captain Luke, Seaside Diva, Soaring Now 1. 

-release (Ken Weingartner)

miKi and minniE to pErForm on Saturday at pocono

Miki And Minnie, last season’s Dan Patch Award-winning 2-year-old 
pacing filly and coming off a win in last Saturday’s $288,600 Fan Hanover 
Final at Woodbine Mohawk that earned the #3 ranking in the season’s 
first Top Ten poll, will be racing on Saturday afternoon at Pocono Downs 
at Mohegan Pennsylvania. She is set to go in one of two divisions of the 
second preliminary leg of her group’s Pennsylvania Sire Stakes action, 
which combined with six divisions of Pennsylvania Stallion Series racing 
that day will find the fillies racing for an aggregate $222,240.

rEad morE

LiBErty StyLE ringS thE BELL in hEr FirSt carEEr outing

It was the first start of her career, and Liberty Style ($3.10) started it in 
grand style by demolishing the field in the $112,100 New York Sire Stakes 
for 2-year-old pacing fillies at Buffalo Raceway on Wednesday afternoon 
(June 18). She beat stablemate Bueckers by 5 3/4 widening lengths in an 
impressive 1:57 1/5 over the fast track. 

rEad morE

canadian trotting rEcord matchEd By FaShion FrEnziE

Fashion Frenzie became the co-fastest trotter in Canadian harness 
racing history on Monday night at Woodbine Mohawk Park.

Shooting up the inside to win the $36,000 Preferred trot, Fashion Fren-
zie stopped the clock in 1:50 2/5 to match the all-age Mohawk and Cana-
dian record for driver Louis-Philippe Roy and trainer Eric Nadeau.

rEad morE

mEadoWLandS quaLiFiErS ShiFt to Friday morning

The Meadowlands qualifiers/baby races will be raced on Friday this 
week (June 20) on a trial basis due to requests from several horsepersons 
shipping each weekend to Meadowlands to race Friday, qualify Saturday 
morning then back to race Saturday night.

Post time on Friday will be 9:00am.
-edited release (meadowlands)

mEadoWLandS handicapping contESt thiS Friday 

The Meadowlands’ sixth handicapping contest of the year takes place 
this Friday, June 20.  Players must register and check in at the Clubhouse 
Lobby by 6:20 p.m. 

There is no entry fee (a $100 live money bankroll is required) for play-
ers, and the prize pool, guaranteed at $1,000 and funded by the Meadow-
lands Racetrack, will be paid out to the top four finishers.

The top two finishers will be eligible to play in the $10,000 tournament 
on December 13 (20 total players). 

Contest Format:
•	 Contestants	must	bet	a	minimum	of	5	Meadowlands	races.	
•	 No	minimum	and	no	maximum	bet	per	race.	
•	 Open	 to	any	wager	on	 the	Meadowlands	 live	wagering	menu.	

This includes W/P/S, Exacta, Trifecta, Pick 3/4/5/6, Daily Double, Super-
fecta, and Pick X wagers. 
•	 Contestants	keep	all	pari-mutuel	winnings	
•	 Unlimited	entries	are	allowed	per	person.	
Remaining 2025 Contest Schedule: 
Friday, July 18, Saturday, August 30, Saturday, October 25    
Friday, November 21, Invite Only $10,000 Contest - Saturday, December 13 
Players that have already qualified for the December contest:
•	 January	Qualifiers:	Nick	Montemurro	&	Gary	Scogna
•	 February	Qualifiers:	Michael	Grasso	&	Nick	Montemurro
•	 March	Qualifiers:	Sean	Loebs	&	Joe	Barre
•	 April	Qualifiers:	Robert	Glaser	&	Jim	Bohnrczyk
•	 May	Qualifiers:	Karen	Fossili	&	Russ	Slader
Complete contest rules/regulations can be found at https://playmead-

owlands.com/handicapping/contests-challenges/
-release (meadowlands)

pacing For thE curE 5K WaLK/run rEturnS to thE mEadoWS

Lace up your sneakers and join the movement! The annual Pacing for the 
Cure 5K Walk/Run is set to take place on Sunday, July 20 at The Meadows 
Racetrack	&	Casino,	with	the	event	starting	promptly	at	10:00	a.m.	

This family-friendly event combines fitness and philanthropy, raising 
awareness and funds for individuals living with Multiple Sclerosis, Cere-
bral Palsy, ALS, Parkinson’s Disease, and Cancer and supporting their 
families with essential mobility and medical equipment. Whether you’re 
a seasoned runner or just want to walk in support of a meaningful cause, 
this event is open to all. 

Participants will enjoy a scenic course around the racetrack grounds, 
community camaraderie, and the chance to make a real difference — one 
step at a time. Stick around after the race for refreshments, giveaways, 
and an opportunity to meet members of the harness racing community 
who help make this event possible. 

Registration is now open here.
All proceeds go directly to Pacing for the Cure’s mission of support, 

hope, and mobility.   
Sponsorships are available by contacting Jeff Gesek at (609) 354-8992. 

neWs FROM AROund the hARness IndustRY

dRF harness digest  |  14  | June 19, 2025 Visit us online at drf.com/harness

https://www.drf.com/news/pocono-miki-and-minnie-perform-saturday
https://www.drf.com/news/buffalo-liberty-style-rings-bell-her-first-career-outing
https://www.drf.com/news/woodbine-mohawk-park-canadian-trotting-record-matched-fashion-frenzie
https://playmeadowlands.com/handicapping/contests-challenges/
https://playmeadowlands.com/handicapping/contests-challenges/
http://www.drf.com/harness

