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Super Chapter seeks first Breeders Crown win
and a place among the richest trotters
in North American history
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Super Chapter headlines big
weekend for Melander, Dunn

EDITOR'S EYE

By Derick Giwner X HarnessEyeGuy

Da-da-da! Dum-da-dum! Da-da-da, Super Chapter!

He isn’t a bird. He isn’t a plane. He certainly isn’t a man. Super Chap-
ter is a 4-year-old male trotter who sits atop the 2026 Standardbred earn-
ings leaderboard with $1,191,707 and has dominated his peers since late
summer like Superman overpowers evil villains in the mythical world
of Metropolis.

On Saturday in the $600,000 Breeders Crown Open Trot, Super Chapter
will place his five-race win streak on the line as he tries to cement his
claim to not only divisional honors but perhaps Horse of the Year. The son
of Chapter Seven will start from post eight versus eight rivals as the 2-1
morning line choice to capture the Crown for trainer Marcus Melander
and driver Dexter Dunn.

Bred and co-owned by Hanover Shoe Farms, which shares ownership
with Jeff Snyder and Arthur Pronti, the connections of Super Chapter
have made the most of an unfortunate situation. After winning 14 of 25
races and over $1.7 million as a 2- and 3-year-old, Super Chapter was
supposed to become a stallion at Hanover, but plans and reality often fail
to meet. Super Chapter’s morphology, which refers to the size and the
shape of the sperm cells, didn’t come back strong.

“He was basically immature. We're expecting his fertility to be perfect
this year, which happens with many cases,” said Snyder, who compared
the situation to 2024 Hambletonian winner Karl, who wasn’t necessarily
ready for stallion duty at age 4 but bred a full book of mares the following
year. “If everything goes well, goes perfect, we plan to stand him next
year.”

Fertility setback aside, Super Chapter hasn’t missed a beat on the track
this year, winning seven of nine races. Melander says the horse was not
only eager to return to the races but was physically more imposing as a
4-year-old.

“Obviously he came in late [due to test breeding] and when he came
from Hanover, it was mid-February. The other ones had been training
for a while, like our 3-year-olds and all of them,” said Melander. “It was
maybe a month and a half later that you could really see he started to fill
out even more.”

Perhaps some of the proof that Super Chapter has taken his game to
another level is that he has won three times in 2026 under the 1:50 mark,
something he never accomplished as a 3-year-old.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

a BREEDERS CROWN WAGERING HIGHLIGHTS R
POST RACE # PURSE/CONDITIONS
9:03 7 $700,000 Breeders Crown 2YO Filly Trot
& 9:56 9 $700,000 Breeders Crown 2YO Filly Pace
é 10:23 10 $700,000 Breeders Crown 2YO Colt Trot
s 10:50 11 $700,000 Breeders Crown 2YO0 Colt Pace
KEY WAGERS: $20K GTD Pk 4 (R 7-10) / $15K Pk 4 (R 11-14)
$15K Pk 5 (R 10-14) / $10K Pk 4 (R 3-6) / $10K Pk 5 (R 1-5)
POST RACE # PURSE/CONDITIONS
7:04 3 $600,000 Breeders Crown Open Trot
7:31 4 $400,000 Breeders Crown Mare Trot
8:10 5 $664,500 Breeders Grown 3YO Filly Pace
E 8:36 6 $664,500 Breeders Grown 3YO Filly Trot
= 9:03 7 $443,000 Breeders Crown Mare Pace
'5_‘, 9:29 8 $664,500 Breeders Crown 3YO0 Colt Trot
9:56 9 $664,500 Breeders Crown 3Y0 Colt Pace
10:23 10 $662,000 Breeders Crown Open Pace
KEY WAGERS: $30K GTD Pk 4 (R 7-10) / $20K Pk 5 (R 1-5)
J $25K Pk 4 (R 3-6 & 11-14) / $15K Pk 5 (R 10-14) y
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“He’s really just got everything you could possibly want. He’s fast, he’s
quick, and he’s got great stamina. He’s can do it on the front, he can do it
from behind. He’s just a perfect trotter,” said Dunn. “When you drive horses
like him they just fill you with confidence. They make your job easy and they
can overcome adversity on the race track; it’s a big help.”

There are many options for Super Chapter beyond 2026 if the breed-
ing possibility fails to launch. He of course could compete in many of the
same Grand Circuit stakes as this year or perhaps travel abroad for races
like the Elitlopp at Solvalla in Sweden on the last Sunday in May.

“That would be exciting,” said Snyder on the prospect of going to the
Elitlopp. “It’s been an amazing run. You very rarely see 4-year-olds beat-
ingolder horses like he has been doing. And he beat a lot of the best horses
in the world recently for fun in the International. So either way [breeding
or racing in 2027], it’s a win-win situation with him and he’s just been a
very exciting horse for us.”

“We’ve been racing him pretty easy, so I definitely think he would have
at least another season in him,” said Melander. “I think he can be at least
as good as he’s been this year because he’s takes care of himself. He’s
a sound horse and just the type of horse you wish all of them were like
because he’s so easy to maintain.

“Obviously I'd like to race him another season. I think he’s such a fun
horse to go and race. And I think a lot of people like him too, like to see
him race and enjoy watching him.”

Before any consideration for 2027 will begin, Super Chapter must seal
the deal in the Breeders Crown on Saturday. He’ll have to deal with elimi-
nation winner Emoticon Legacy, who had his number in the Kentucky
Futurity last year, and On To Norway, who bested Super Chapter twice
this year and is the fastest trotter in North American history (1:48 3/5).

“Of course, it would have been nice to have [post] three or four, but
I think he was so good at Dayton and he’s been good all year,” said
Melander. “He lost two races earlier against On To Norway, but since
then he’s just been fantastic week after week. So, I think he can overcome
[post eight].”

New IMAGE MEDIA
Marcus Melander (left) and Dexter Dunn team up in five of the 12
Breeders Crown finals at Scioto Downs.

Super Chapter is just one of many major contenders being driven by
Dunn or trained by Melander. These include the second- and third-rich-
est horses of the year — Brandon Blvd and Apex.

Brandon Blvd is the 3-1 morning line favorite in the $664,500 Breeders
Crown 3-Year-Old Colt & Gelding Pace despite coming in 1 1/2 lengths
behind Melillo in his elimination on October 17. In that race Dunn sat
fourth behind slow fractions for more than five-eighths of the mile before

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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HONEY ROLL

WINNER OF $45,850 JOHN SIMPSON SR. MEMORIAL

AT POCONO DOWNS IN 1:54.1!
Stay Hungry-Pleasant Roll-Roll With Joe
p, 2, 1:54f -'26 ($57,783)
Trainer: Steven Cook
Driver: Matt Kakaley
Owner: Bay Pond Racing Stable
Bred, Raised & Sold by Winbak Farm
Winner of 6 consecutive races (9 for 12 in 2026!)

Click here for Winbak Farm'’s 2026 Yearling Lineup!

Joe & JoAnn Thomson, Winbak Farm Owners / Jack Burke, General Manager
James Ladwig, Yearling Manager / 410.885.3059 / www.winbakfarm.com / f / X /(©
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launching a wide bid on the final turn to no avail.

“I probably wish I could’ve keep punching forward early with how slow
the second quarter was. Hindsight’s always easier afterwards. But he
raced great, felt great, came a great back half, and he’s still going to be
ready to roll on Saturday night,” said Dunn.

Trained by Andrew Harris, Brandon Blvd (post four) will again meet
Melillo (post two) along with Little Brown Jug winner Al Papi (post five)
and elimination winner Gentleman’s Club (post one), who set a track
record with his 1:48 3/5 win last week.

Melander and Dunn team up a total of five times over the two-night
Breeders Crown, including with Apex in the $664,500 3-Year-Old Colt &
Gelding Trot. The Hambletonian winner this year has been struggling
since that record-setting victory in 1:49 2/5 over Big Ranger and he came
up a neck short in his elimination despite setting pedestrian fractions as
Diabolic Hill surged up the passing lane.

“He had some blood spots there. Before the [Hambletonian], if you look
at the lines, he came home in 25 4/5, 26 1/5, 26 3/5, like every start. After
the Hambo, it’s not been bad, but it’s been 27 3/5, 27 3/5, 27 2/5 — he just
hasn’t really fired the last one-eighth like he used to do. He got very tired
in the Hambo, and he might have bled. We’re going to put him on Lasix
and hopefully that will help him a little bit,” said Melander, who said
they never scoped Apex between the Hambletonian win and his Breeders
Crown elimination. “We never scope them after the race if they never
show any sickness or anything. You don’t want to put a hose down there
if you don’t have to.”

"I probably wish | could've keep punching
forward early with how slow the second
quarter was. Hindsight's always easier after-
wards. But he raced great, felt great, came
a great back half, and he’s still going to be
ready fo roll on Saturday night,”

-Driver Dexter Dunn on his decision to race Brandon Blvd conservatively

Apex starts from post six as the 7-2 second choice while Big Ranger
(post two) was installed as the 8-5 favorite. Other contenders include
Inexpressable (post four), fellow Melander trainees Nix Nacken (post five)
and American Power (post one), and Diabolic Hill (post three).

The dynamic duo of Dunn and Melander will also pair with major
contenders Blue Ranger in the $700,000 Breeders Crown 2-Year-0ld Filly
Trot, Setyoursightshigh in the $664,500 3-Year-Old Filly Trot and Tacti-
cal Moni in the $400,000 Mare Trot.

“It felt like [Blue Ranger] had a little dip after the sire stakes win going
to Hoosier, but she feels like she’s back again,” said Melander, who also
sends out fellow elimination winner Two Day Hangover and Birr Castle,
who took a bye into the final. “[Two Day Hangover] maybe had a little
bit of a dip as well there, even if she’s been racing good. Even if she races
good on the bigger tracks, she has such great technique that the five-
eighths (mile track) really benefits her as well. All three of my fillies have
raced great on a five-eighths before.”

The numbers are down from three to two
for Melander in the 3-Year-Old Filly Trot,
but he remains confident with the favorite
in Nezuko Kamado (post four) and Setyour-
sightshigh (post six).

“Nezuko raced great, first-over, and it
was nice to see her get back to winning a
race. She really got around Scioto good. I'm
confident going into the race. Setyoursight-
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shigh raced good, first-over as well, and got |

second. She’s raced good all year as well.

Make your check payable to the: Harness Racing Museum and mail to: 240 Main St., Go.

WALTER WLODARCZYK PHOTO
Brandon Blvd can wrap up divisional honors with a win in the
Breeders Crown 3-Year-0ld Colt & Gelding Pace.

They’re both in good form, so it will be exciting,” said the trainer.

Tactical Moni is Melander’s lone entrant in the Mare Trot but he heads
into the final confident after a stellar prep in 1:51 over the Scioto Downs
surface.

“It was a prep race, but she looked good doing it and looked very strong
on the front. We closed her up a little bit, tried that, and Dexter was very
happy with her,” said Melander, who will send out Tactical Moni from
post one with shoes on. “She was awesome with shoes on in her elimina-
tion so she will go with them again.”

With Melander focused on trotters, Dunn hooks up with a number of
other barns to compete in many of the pacing finals. His top contenders
outside of Brandon Blvd include Blazin Lou, Hope Hill, Twin B Joe Fresh
and Ervin Hanover.

“It was a very impressive [elimination] mile and I was really happy
with his performance,” said Dunn about Blazin Lou, who starts from post
one in the $700,000 2-Year-Old Colt Pace.

“She’s been racing great all year, to be fair,” said Dunn about $664,500
3-Year-Old Filly Pace starter Hope Hill (post three), shrugging off the
thought that the filly has only recently been good. “She put in some great
miles at Oak Grove. She was chasing Miss Jum Jabber at Red Mile in the
Kentucky Sire Stakes. She’s just really in a good zone right now.”

“It’s been once in a lifetime owning her. She’s just an out and out cham-
pion and I think right now she’s the best she’s been all year,” said Dunn
about $400,000 Mare Pace starter Twin B Joe Fresh (post six), who he
CO-0WnS.

“It’s a tough class. There are no easy miles,” said Dunn when asked
about the somewhat up and down form of $600,000 Open Pace entrant
Ervin Hanover (post nine). “He didn’t win the other night, but he was
right there at the finish and he’s been feeling great lately. He’s not far
away. He just needs the right trip and for things to work out for him.”

The Open Pace is the final Breeders Crown race of the weekend. Both
nights start at 6:00 PM (EDT), with the Friday Crown races scheduled as
7 and 9-11, and the Saturday Crowns spanning from races 3 to 10. Wager-
ing opportunities include $185,000 in guaranteed multi-race bets over the
course of the two nights.

Help sul;port the effort to preserve and
_ celebrate harness racing’s history by joining the
Harness Racing Museum & Hall of Fame
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NY 10924 or CLICK HERE to join online at: harnessmuseum.com
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2026 BREEDERS CROWN

Friday, October 23 & Saturday, October 24

Scioto Downs - Columbus, Ohio

Post Time 6:00 p.m.

Monday, October 12

Supplemental entries due by 12:00 noon [EDT]
Hambletonian Society Office=Wire transfer must be received Friday October 9th

Tuesday, October 13

Entries for all eligible horses in all 12 divisions
Due by 10:30 a.m. at the Scioto Downs Race Office.
(614) 295-4668

Friday, October 16

Breeders Crown Two-Year-0Old Eliminations if needed
Post time 6:00 p.m. [EDT]
Elimination winners & Win And You‘re In
Horses draw for posts 1-6, all others in open draw

Saturday, October 17

Breeders Crown 3-Year-Old & Open Elims if needed
Post time 6:00 p.m. [EDT].
Elimination winners draw for posts 1-6,
all others in open draw

Tuesday, October 20

Breeders Crown Post-position draw and press conference
Pinnacle Golf Club | Grove City, OH |
Cocktail Hour 4:30- 5:30 Dinner-5:30 Draw- 6:00 p.m.

Friday, October 23

6:00 p.m. post time

GAMING
SCIOTOD DOWNS

“ ELDORADO
\

Watch Live:

Caesars.com/Scioto-downs

FS1

Broadcast Time
8:00-11:00pm ET

$8 Million USD Breeders Crown Championships
$700,000 USD 2-Year-Old Colt Trot

$700,000 USD 2-Year-0Old Filly Trot
$700,000 USD 2-Year-0Old Colt Pace
$700,000 USD 2-Year-0Old Filly Pace

In harness racing, it all comes down to the Breeders Crown

All Winners are invited to visit the Diamond Creek Winner’s
Lounge!
Friday night, Oct. 23 will feature the check presentations for the 8" Annual

Breeders Crown Charity Challenge, which has raised over $2.3 MILLION to date
for charities local to Crown host tracks

Post Race Reception Sponsored by Ohio Standardbred Development Fund

Saturday, October 24
6:00 p.m. post time

ELDORADO
\ GAMING

SCIOTO DOWNS

Watch Live:

Caesars.com/Scioto-downs

EH

Broadcast Time
7:00-10:30pm ET

$664,500 USD 3-Year-0Old Colt Trot
$664,500 USD 3-Year-0ld Filly Trot
$664,500 USD 3-Year-0ld Colt Pace

$664,500 USD 3-Year-0ld Filly Pace
$443,000 USD Mare Pace
$600,000 USD Open Trot

$400,000 USD Mare Trot
$662,000 USD Open Pace
Visit the Diamond Creek Winner’s Lounge!
In harness racing, it all comes down to the Breeders Crown

Post Race Reception - Sponsored by Bimeda
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Todd McCarthy with rookie standouts among his Crown drives

By Jay Bergman

Since his arrival in North America in 2020
driver Todd McCarthy has enjoyed tremendous
success on the biggest stages, with the highlight
likely being the dramatic upset victory by Cool
Papa Bell in the 2022 Hambletonian. McCarthy
hopes to repeat some of that magic this week-
end in the Breeders Crown for similar connec-
tions with the promising 2-year-old trotting colt
Wrong Sounds Right. Owner-breeder Runthet-
able Stables and trainer Jim Campbell were
behind Cool Papa Bell, and they will be cheer-
ing on McCarthy on Friday night in the $700,000
Breeders Crown event at Scioto Downs.

Wrong Sounds Right enters the Breeders
Crown as the logical favorite in the field of nine
despite landing post six, a reward of such for
capturing one of two elimination races this past
Friday (October 16).

“I think post six will be fine for him,” said

McCarthy, quite confident that the homebred
son of Tactical Landing can navigate the field.

With six wins in eight starts this year includ-
ing the Grade 1 Mohawk Million, Wrong Sounds
Right has established himself as the division
leader heading into Friday’s contest.

McCarthy guided Wrong Sounds Right to a
1:53 1/5 victory when setting his own pace and
finishing strongly in the elimination race. It
was the first start on a five-eighths mile track,
but McCarthy wasn’t concerned whether his
horse could handle the tighter turns.

“I was pretty confident going in,” said McCar-
thy. “He got over the ‘egg-shaped’ turns at
Mohawk so I thought he would be fine and he
was.”

In Wrong Sounds Right, McCarthy felt from
the first time he sat behind the colt that there
was plenty of talent, but he took a cautious
approach.

“Sure, I liked him a lot when I first sat
behind him. You just hope that they continue to
improve along the way and he definitely has,”
McCarthy said.

Friday’s rich final (Race 10) puts Wrong
Sounds Right outside of the last horse to defeat
him in Lifetime Dreamer (post 5), a gelded son

Conrap PHoTOS

Todd McCarthy drives 2-year-old trotting standout Wrong Sounds Right (above) and rookie
pacing star Starstruck Dreamer (below) in Friday’s Breeders Crown finals.

K56 TOTE THRAT PAYS

of Ecurie D from the Ake Svanstedt stable. Life-

time Dreamer scored in a World Record 1:51 1/5 mile in the New Jersey
Sire Stakes championship at The Meadowlands on Hambletonian Day,
getting the jump on Wrong Sounds Right from the pocket. Lifetime
Dreamer was an easy winner going in 1:52 4/5 in his elimination.

“It’s a solid field,” said McCarthy with respect for the competition.
“From post six I’ll have plenty of options.”

Starting outside of Wrong Sounds Right will be Mohawk Million
runner-up Access Now (post 7), a gelded son of Walner from the Luc Blais
stable. Access Now made what looked like a costly break in his elimina-
tion race but rallied from far back to finish fifth and find the final spot in
Friday’s final.

McCarthy captured the Breeders Crown in 2022 behind the 3-year-old
Pebble Beach for trainer Noel Daley and the driver-trainer combo could
have a horse even better in Friday’s $700,000 2-year-old championship
event in Starstruck Dreamer. The Captaintreacherous-sired colt evened
the score with rival Shalom Hanover with a stunning first-over victory in
one of two $25,000 trials a week ago. Raced from off the pace, Starstruck
Dreamer rallied in the stretch for his sixth win in seven starts.

“He’d missed some time and I wasn’t looking to rush him out of there,”
said McCarthy, describing his racing strategy for the elimination. “They
were going at good clip early, so I thought I was in good shape when I

pulled him. Louie’s (Roy) horse (Shalom Hanover) had also missed time,
and he wasn’t going that much in the third quarter.”

In the final quarter sprint, Starstruck Dreamer paced home in 26 3/5
for the victory.

Starstruck Dreamer drew post four in Friday’s final, race 11 and
the last of four $700,000 events for 2-year-olds on the program. Shalom
Hanover landed post five and the other elimination winner Blazin Lou
drew post one. Eastie Boy (post 6) finished second in his first start follow-
ing a victory in the Grade 1 Metro Pace at Woodbine Mohawk Park for
trainer Ron Burke. Eastie Boy had previously finished third in the rich
Pennsylvania Sire Stakes championship event behind Shalom Hanover
and Starstruck Dreamer.

“I spoke to Noel (Daley) and he was very happy with the way Starstruck
Dreamer came out of the race, so I'm looking forward to the final,” said
McCarthy, who believes that his charge will be even that much better in
the final.

As impressive as Starstruck Dreamer was in his return, Blazin Lou
showed more sprinting power in the final quarter, rocketing home in
25 3/5 for driver Dexter Dunn in his elimination score. Eastie Boy and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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driver Ronnie Wrenn Jr. appeared to have the pace to their liking, waltz-
ing to three quarters in 1:24 4/5, but Dunn and Blazin Lou made a first-
over challenge coming out of fourth on the backstretch and had more
than enough pace to win in dominant fashion. A son of Sweet Lou, Blazin
Lou hasfive wins in 11 starts this year for trainer Tony Dinges and enters
Friday’s final on a three-race stakes winning streak.

McCarthy’s Saturday night card will put him front and center in a few
of the eight Breeders Crown finals, with two of his better chances coming
towards the end of the program. Diabolic Hill (post 3, Race 8) looks to
improve on his second-place finish in the 2025 Breeders Crown final for
juveniles at Woodbine Mohawk Park.

“He’s had some bumps in the road,” said McCarthy, “But I think Annie
(Stoebe) has done a great job bringing him into this race.”

That was clearly in evidence in last week’s elimination as Diabolic Hill
roared past Apex, this year’s Hambletonian winner, and on to a 1:51 3/5
score with a snappy 27 flat final quarter.

“He felt good the entire mile,” said McCarthy of the Muscle Hill-sired
colt that has hit the board in eight of his 10 trips as a sophomore and
comes into the final on a two-race winning streak.

Diabolic Hill’s upswing in form could be perfectly timed in a division
that has seen highs and lows but many division leaders. Big Ranger (post
2) bounced back nicely from a sixth-place finish in the Kentucky Futurity
with a dominating performance in his 1:51 1/5 elimination win on Octo-
ber 17. The Ohio-bred son of In Range has the inside track of the contend-
ers for driver Tim Tetrick. Inexpressable, the Yonkers Trot winner, drew
post four for trainer Lucas Wallin and looks to bounce back from a third-
place finish in his elimination. Already adept over the five-eighths oval
with his victory in the Grade 2 Beal at Pocono this summer, Inexpress-
able will be driven by Scott Zeron.

Nix Nacken chased Big Ranger in second through last week’s trial,

following a pair of Grade 1 victories for trainer Marcus Melander. The
gelded son of Muscle Hill drew post five as one of three horses in the race
from his stable. Apex (post 6) has only won once in five tries since the
Hambletonian and tries to right the ship with Dexter Dunn in the bike.
The colt adds Lasix for the race. American Power (post 1) has hit the
board in 10 of his 13 starts this year.

“He’ll just do everything you ask of him,” said McCarthy describing
Prince Hal Hanover, his mount in the $662,000 Breeders Crown Open
Pace, the last of the eight Crown races on the program (Race 10). “They’re
going to retire him at the end of the year to stud and I'm looking forward
in the future to drive some of his offspring.”

The stallion barn is still in the future, with Prince Hal Hanover hoping
to secure a Breeders Crown win first.

In last week’s elimination race Prince Hal Hanover was used hard in
the early stages and then had to come first-over against Ervin Hanover. In
mid-stretch, Dandy Ideal was surging past him and Prince Hal Hanover
just kept fighting right to the wire, losing by a neck. Multiple moves have
been a major part of the 4-year-old son of Captaintreacherous’ career and
that could help on Saturday where he’ll need to deal with some fast rivals
to his inside.

Elimination winners Women Layer (post 1) and Dandy Ideal (post 3)
sandwich supplemental entry Best Chip (post 2) in the field of nine. Ervin
Hanover, the defending champion in this division, landed post nine
following his third-place finish in an elimination.

McCarthy piloted last year’s sophomore Breeders Crown trotting
champion Yo Tillie to victory but finds himself in a longshot position
from post 10 in Saturday’s $400,000 Open Mares Trot (race 4). He’ll also
be on the outside looking in behind Topville Lucky (post 9) in the $664,500
Breeders Crown sophomore filly pace (race 5).

“I think with both of those we’re going to hope for a hot pace to close off
of,” said McCarthy recognizing the challenges.

Both Scioto programs this weekend start at 6:00 PM (EDT) and offer 14
races.

Four past Breeders Crown contenders - Foiled Again, Golden
Receiver, Mission Accepted and Pinkman - will be on hand to greet
fans at Eldorado Scioto Downs on Friday and Saturday (Oct. 23 &
24).

The three geldings and one stallion have an astounding 719 starts,
244 wins, 131 seconds, 97 thirds and $14.1-million in earnings between
them. To commemorate these horses and their accomplishments, the
Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association will have a booklet giveaway,
featuring statistics on, and photos of, all four horses. There will also
be a limited number of Foiled Again plushies available free for kids,
limited to one per child. Adults who would like a plushie can purchase
one for $10, with proceeds going to New Vocations Racehorse Adop-
tion Program.

Fans can visit Millionaires Row, located behind the grandstand,
from 4:30-8:00 p.m. (EDT) on both Friday and Saturday.

The 22-year-old Foiled Again needs no introduction - the all-time
money-leading Standardbred has been a snowbird - wintering in
Florida and spending his summers in Pennsylvania. Always available
for meet and greet opportunities, Foiled Again has been enjoying the
retirement life for the last seven years. Foiled Again competed in six
Breeders Crowns, winning in 2013, finishing second in 2010 and 2011
and third in 2012.

Golden Receiver, at 21 years young, has been a part of the Cherokee
Stables All Standardbred Drill Team for the past eight years and a
4-H show horse under the guidance of Emma Thornsberry. During
his eight years of racing, GR earned $2.2-million and finished second
in the 2012 Breeders Crown and also competed in 2013.

Mission Accepted was a Breeders Crown contender in 2019 and
2020. He did double duty, racing and standing at stud, during the 2022
and 2023 seasons, earning $1.4-million lifetime. Fully retired to stal-
lion duty since 2024, the 11-year-old currently stands at Winterwood
Farm in Ohio.

Pinkman had an amazing 3-year-old year, winning the 2015
Hambletonian, Canadian Trotting Classic, Kentucky Futurity, Earl

Visit past Breeders Crown contenders at Scioto Downs this weekend

Mike Lizzi PHOTO
Foiled Again, the richest Standardbred in history, will be on
hand to greet fans at Scioto Downs.

Beal Memorial, Zweig and Stanley Dancer on his way to being named
the Dan Patch Trotter of the Year. Pinkman won the Breeders Crown
in 2014, was a 2015 second-place finisher and contender in 2017 and
2018. Having earned $2.8 million during his 6-year racing career, the
now 14-year-old Pinkman has been living in retirement at Richard
McClelland’s farm in Zanesville, Ohio.

The 2026 Breeders Crown finals will be held at Scioto Downs in
South Columbus on October 23 and 24. The 2-year-old finals will be
held on Friday (starting at race seven), and the 3-year-old and open
finals on Saturday (races three-ten). More details about the racing
can be found on the Scioto Downs website and Hambletonian Society
website. Available seating reservations can be made on Open Table.
Live racing starts at 6:00 p.m. each day.

-release (Scioto)
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OHIO PROUD AT THE
BREEDERS CROWN

The Ohio Harness Horsemen’s Association wishes the
best of luck to all Ohio-bred and Ohio-connected finalists
competing in the 2026 Breeders Crown at Scioto Downs.
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Best Chip’s journey from also-ran to Breeders Crown favorite

AT THE TRACK

By Darin Zoccali

X AtTheTrack?7

When Best Chip puts his nose on the starting gate in Saturday’s
$662,000 Breeders Crown Open Pace (Race 10), it will mark the culmina-
tion of the most remarkable turnaround of a racehorse in the sport of
harness racing that we have seen in quite some time. Personally, I don’t
know if I have ever seen a more impressive accomplishment.

If I would have told you six months ago that Best Chip would line up as
one of the favorites in the Breeders Crown Open Pace, you wouldn’t have
told me I was crazy, you would have asked, “Who?”

That is because six months ago Best Chip was being sent off at 40-1
and finishing ninth in the bottom-level money condition at The Meadow-
lands. That race was a “Non-Winners of $2,500 in their last five starts”
event in which he paced the mile in 1:53 4/5. It was his last start for those
connections as after the race Best Chip was purchased by Joe Bongiorno
and El Dorado Stables.

“Inever thought he would be this kind of horse,” said Bongiorno, “I just
thought he would be a nice condition horse for us.”

Initially, that is what it looked like they got, as three weeks later in
his first start for Bongiorno, Best Chip won easily at that bottom-level
condition in 1:50 2/5. One week later, Best Chip moved up in company
to a Trackmaster condition of 83.5 or less, where he won again, by four
lengthsin 1:49 1/5.

Why the sudden improvement?

“We made some rigging adjustments. But every new horse we get, we
check blood and have their stomach scoped to see if there is anything hold-
ing them back or something that needs to be worked on,” said Bongiorno.

What they found were ulcers, something that can be easily treated.
Once the issue was resolved, the horse responded almost instantaneously.

“I am a believer that if a horse is not 100 percent healthy, they will not
give their all on the racetrack,” said Bongiorno.

Soon after that victory, Best Chip began to climb the class ladder. After
a narrow defeat to Voukefalas in the tougher “Non-Winners of $15,000 in
the last five starts” condition, Best Chip won back-to-back races at that
level, including a 1:46 4/5 victory on Meadowlands Pace night. Off that
performance, Bongiorno sent Best Chip to Scioto Downs to compete in
the Grade 3 $100,000 Send It In Stakes. Despite a tough draw in post posi-
tion eight and being out the entire mile, Best Chip continued to pace on all
the way through the mile, finishing a very respectable third.

On the sports biggest stage just a few weeks later, Best Chip would pace
the fastest mile of the card on Hambletonian Day, winning an Open Pace
in 1:46 1/5. Both divisions of the Grade 2 Sam Mckee Memorial would finish
more than two seconds slower than Best Chip later that same afternoon.

After that performance, Best Chip was entered in the Canadian Pacing
Derby, which was not cheap as it came with a $40,000 supplemental fee.
Naturally a horse that had been struggling in the lower-level condition
events at The Meadowlands just four months earlier was not nominated to
any stakes events. He finished second in his elimination as the 6/5 favorite.

“He had been battling some sickness going into that elimination and he
was not 100 percent. I knew he should be better for the final and Timmy
[Tetrick] drove him great,” said Bongiorno.

He was indeed better, winning the $507,600 event in 1:46 4/5, tying the
stakes record set by the fastest horse in harness racing history — Bulldog
Hanover - just four years earlier.

Best Chip followed up that victory with another win in the Aria Invi-
tational at Yonkers before a narrow defeat in the Dayton Derby where he
was forced to set sharp fractions (26, 54, 1:21 2/5) after making the lead
from post position nine.

The 4-year-old son of Heston Blue Chip bred by Winbak Farm was given
the following week off and went into the Breeders Crown elimination last
Saturday as the close second choice in the wagering. Tim Tetrick chose
off to drive multiple Grade 2 stakes winner Ken Hanover, so Bongiorno
elected to drive the horse himself.

“When Tim [Tetrick] picked off, I decided to drive him. But Jason

(aBOVE) MicHAEL BURrNs / (BELOW) WALTER WLODARCZYK
Best Chip won the Canadian Pacing Derby with Tim Tetrick in the
bike but Jason Bartlett takes over the lines on Saturday.

[Bartlett] will drive
him in the Final”
said Bongiorno. “The
horse knows me too
well and I don’t think
I get enough out of him
in the stretch. He is a
horse thatlikes change.
But I thought his elimi-
nation was great and
he was not 100 percent
there either. I turned
the race into a sprint
with the slow fractions
[26 3/5, 55, 1:22 1/5] and
just got outsprinted. I
am expecting a bigrace
next week.”

How big? Well, the
connections had to put
up another $72,000 to
enter him in the race.
That’s a large chunk of change, even for a horse that has earned over
$500,000 on the year.

“To me, he’s the best horse in the division and I have all the faith in
the world in him, so we decided to put the money up,” said Bongiorno of
Best Chip, who starts from post two as the 3-1 morning line second choice.
“He’s made it for us and we put our money up because we have faith in our
horse. If he’s 100 percent healthy and the trip works out, he will always
be on the wire.”

Regardless of the outcome, Bongirono confirmed that his racing career
will continue into 2027. A Breeders Crown win would make him the lead-
ing earner this year in terms of the older pacers, net him his 10th win in 18
starts this year, and should make him the favorite for divisional honors.

One thing is certain, when he returns to the racetrack next year, it
won’t be in a “Non-Winners of $2,500 in the last five starts” condition
event. Those days are over!
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PROVEN RESULTS

at Harrisburg

Harrisburg Yearling Sale
Nov. 2-4

Find your next star on the racetrack from
the promising prospects in our consignment,
which features yearlings by such in-demand
stallions as Bulldog Hanover, Walner,
Captain Corey, Gimpanzee, Chapter Seven,
and the highly anticipated first crop of
Confederate.

Harrisburg Mixed Sale
Nov. 5-6

Featuring high-quality producing mares
from great bloodlines in foal to top stallions.

ALLIANCE SALES GRADUATE

STARSTRUCK DREAMER
Breeders Crgwn Elimination
winner

Trust your investment with a
TOP-PERFORMING consignor.

We were the 2"-leading mixed sale consignor and
3rd-leading consignor of yearlings and mixed horses in 2025.

Find us in



https://www.alliancebloodstock.com/

BREEDERS CROWN HANDICAPPING

FRI. - Race 7 FRI. - Race 9 FRI. - Race 10 FRI - Race 11 SAT. - Race 3 SAT. - Race 4
$700k 2yoF Trot  $700k 2yoF Pace  $700k 2yoC Trot  $700k 2yoC Pace  $600k Open Trot  $400k Mare Pace
Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown

$20K(GTD]PICK(4 S15K(GTD]PICK{5 S15K(GTD]PICK(4 $25K(GTD]PICK4

(1) NEVIS PEAK draw  (7) COWBOY CANDY has  (6) WRONG SOUNDS (4) STARSTRUCK (8) SUPER CHAPTER (6) WARRAWEE
works in her favor looked powerful in New RIGHT enters theracein  DREAMER has looked draws the worst but has IMICHELLE has regained
following solid mile. York. career form and willbe  to be best freshman all been the best horse this ~ her dominant ways.
(3) BLUE RANGER (10) ACEANDATEN hard to beat. e leng year (9) WALSPEA
(2) BIRR CASTLE (4)] K LADY LIBERTY (7) ACCESS NOW (5) SHALOM HANOVER  (4) EMOTICON LEGACY (5) R DUTCHESS

(5) LIFETIME DREAMER (1) BLAZIN LOU (5) ANTOGNONI S
(1) NEVIS PEAK got ~ (10) ACEANDATEN never  (6) WRONG SOUNDS (1) BLAZIN LOU could be  (4) EMOTICON LEGACY (5) R DUTCHESS has

perfect tightener in elim  relents and could find a RIGHT has difficult the sharpest & peaking ~ could expend less & raced great all year and
& terrific draw for final. winning path. talent to topple. Should with the best draw. have enough to spoil.  prepped nicely to assert.

(2) BIRR CASTLE (4)JK LADY LIBERTY ~ Deaggressive with draw. (4) STARSTRUCK (8) SUPER CHAPTER (1) TACTICAL MONI

(4) TWO DAY (3) WE WANT [TALL  (3)/IMDOUGIE ARMITAGE DREAMER (3) LEXUS KODY (10) YO TILLIE
HANGOVER (2) WHATEVERITTAKESAS  (6) EASTIE BOY
(3)BLUE RANGER isback ~ (10) ACEANDATEN  (3) IMDOUGIE ARMITAGE  (4) STARSTRUCK (8) SUPER CHAPTER (6) WARRAWEE

MICHELLE has some
elim after missing 39 better price from the value appeal with Ake

ontrackandreadyto  second behind akillerin no chanceinelim; could DREAMER was hugein  might offer a slightly
peak. last; needs smooth trip. see speed here.

(6) CLMATICHANOVER (&) JK LADY LIBERTY  (6) WRONG SOUNDS days; wow! bad post. driving.
) BIRR CASTLE ) AOEEY Gy RIGHT (5) SHALOM HANOVER (6) GO DOG GO (9) WALSPEA
(5) IFETIME DREAMER (1) BLAZIN LOU (5) ANTOGNONI S (1) TACTICAL MONI

(3) BLUE RANGER: won  (7) COWBOY CANDY (6) WRONG SOUNDS (1) BLAZIN LOU reeled in  (4) EMOTICON LEGACY (1) TACTICAL MONI
last three here; drew crushed Big Applein  RIGHT kept finding more elim fave; card's fastest  easily held off rivals in cleared early in prep
away latein Crownelim.  Vernon record; unde-  down the stretchin four (25 3/5) last quarter  elim; high win-percent-  race; track record win;

(8) DANDELION WINE feated inside of 8-hole. straight wins (4) STARSTRUCK age post going away
(2) BIRR CASTLE (6) MY TAYLORS SWIFT  (3) IMDOUGIE ARMITAGE DREAMER (8) SUPER CHAPTER (5) R DUTCHESS
(10) ACEANDATEN (2) WHATEVERITTAKES AS  (5) SHALOM HANOVER (5) ANTOGNONI S (9) WALSPEA

(1) NEVIS PEAK can turn  (10) ACEANDATEN gets (5) LIFETIME DREAMER (4) STARSTRUCK (8) SUPER CHAPTER (1) TACTICAL MONI looks
the tables with an easier  alukewarm nod in a cantripoutagainand  DREAMER givesusan  finishes out his super to repeat last week's

trip. wide open Final. beat the favorite. encore performance  season with another win. lethal mile.
(3) BLUE RANGER (8) SEASIDE UBEAUT  (6) WRONG SOUNDS el (4) EMOTICON LEGACY (6) WARRAWEE
(4) TWO DAY HANGOVER ~ (7) COWBOY CANDY RIGHT (1} BLAZIN LOU (7) ON TO NORWAY WA EHLE
(3) IMDOUGIE ARMITAGE (2) MR BEAR (9) WALSPEA
(8) DANDELION WINE (10) ACEANDATEN (6) WRONG SOUNDS  (5) SHALOM HANOVER - (4) EMOTICON LEGACY (6) WARRAWEE
was against trackin Elim; ~ needs a trip from this ~ RIGHT was too fast for  His A effort wins here; you  won the draw; looked MICHELLE is coming
improving for top barnat  draw; her kick is wicked. these; wins with any trip. ~ geta better price now. flawless in Elim. in the right way for the
aprice. (8) SEASIDE UBEAUT  (2) WHATEVERITTAKES (4) STARSTRUCK (8) SUPER CHAPTER g preazia
(3) BLUE RANGER (4) JK LADY LIBERTY AS DREAMER (1) FRENCH WINE (5) R DUTCHESS
(4) TWO DAY HANGOVER (5) LIFETIME DREAMER (1) BLAZIN LOU (S) WALSPEA

(6) CLIMATIC HANOVER  (5) POSITIVE PROCESS  (3) JIMDOUGIE ARMITAGE
won brilliantly two back gets reunited with trotted home well in

(4) STARSTRUCK (4) EMOTION LEGACY (1) TACTICAL MONI
DREAMER should be  has major post edge on  should have confidence

at Hoosier. Gingras for a hot stable.  elim, gets post relief. ~ better with a race under main rival. off handy prep win.
(3) BLUE RANGER (4) JK LADY LIBERTY () LIFETIME DREAMER i el (8) SUPER CHAPTER (5) R DUTCHESS
(4) TWO DAY HANGOVER  (8) SEASIDE UBEAUT ~ (6) WRONG SOUNDS ~ (®) SHALOMHANOVER 5 AnraGNONI S (9) WALSPEA
RIGHT (1) BLAZIN LOU
(4) TWO DAY HANOVER  (8) SEASIDE UBEAUT  (3) JIMDOUGIE ARMITAGE ~ (7)NIGHT SURFERwas  (6) GO DOG GO turned (6) WARRAWEE
is a top talent who will  can make $500K pur-  lives in shadow of barn-  just shy in elim; can fireout ~ things around in elim MICHELLE dominated

now offer a price.
(3) BLUE RANGER

chase look like bargain;  mates; close intalent.  with Tetrick; home edge.

DA [PEEE (6) WRONG SOUNDS (4) STARSTRUCK
(4) JK LADY LIBERTY RIGHT DREAMER

and can upset with last couple of stakes and
stalking trip. is a 2x Crown champion.

(2) BIRR CASTLE

(7) COWBOQY CANDY

(5) LIFETIME DREAMER

(1) BLAZIN LOU

(8) SUPER CHAPTER (5) R DUTCHESS
(7) ON TO NORWAY (9) WALSPEA

(1) NEVIS PEAK was
out the first 3/8th’s
from a wide draw in the
elimination.

(4) TWO DAY HANGOVER
(3) BLUE RANGER

(4) JK LADY LIBERTY
will be even better in
her second start off the
qualifier.

(3) WE WANT IT ALL
(6) MY TAYLORS SWIFT

(6) WRONG SOUNDS
RIGHT - Division leader
has been too much for

these to this point

(3) JIMDOUGIE ARMITAGE
(5) LIFETIME DREAMER

(1) BLAZIN LOU was too
impressed by him last
week to not pick him.

(5) SHALOM HANOVER
(4) STARSTRUCK

(8) SUPER CHAPTER  (3) MIRACLE MAVEN can
wraps up Horse of the use her speed to take
Year with a victory. advantage of a lackluster

(4) EMOTICON LEGACY group this year
(6) GO DOG GO (6) WARRAWEE MICHELLE
(10) YO TILLIE
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BREEDERS CROWN HANDICAPPING

SAT. - Race 5 SAT. - Race 6 SAT. - Race 7 SAT. - Race 8 SAT. - Race 9 SAT. - Race 10
$664.5k 3yoF Pace $664.5k 3yoF Trot $443k Mare Pace $664.5k 3yoC Trot $664.5k 3yoC Pace $662k Open Pace
Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown  Breeders Crown

S30K(GTD,PICK(4 S15K(GTD]PICK{5

(7) SHES A BULLDOG (2) VICTORIANAS (6) TWIN BJOE FRESHis  (4) INEXPRESSABLE (1) GENTLEMAN'S CLUB (4) CALICOJACK
has looked better the SECRET has shown battle tested and ready  finds a perfect spot to should work out a HANOVER will be a huge
past few weeks; upset  prowess over this size to fight. benefit from speed duel. ~ winning trip from this price worth having in
primed. oval and can upset. (3) FRANCENT N (2) BIG RANGER spot. this kind of field.
. (3) HOPE HILL (3) SHE'S MONI (1) THE LAST MARTINI (6) APEX (4) BRANDON BLVD  (5) PRINCE HAL HANOVER
(1) SANGRIA SUMMER (5) LITTLE ROAD (5) AL PAPI (3) DANDY IDEAL
(8) MISS JUM JABBER  (3) SHE'S MONI holds all  (3) FRANCENT N should (2) BIG RANGER can goa (6) SWEET LOVIN LOU (5) PRINCE HAL
may have a lot of speed the cards with her inside be primed for a big effort  big mile if all's a-go. is in career form and HANOVER could make
to close into. speed. second back. (4) INEXPRESSABLE may perch.itr) pouncing the first attackfar;d
(1) SANGRIA SUMMER (1) STORYBOOK LOVE  (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH posttion. prove successiul
(1) AMERICAN POWER (3) FUNKY BUDDHA (3) DANDY IDEAL
(7) SHE'S ABULLDOG  (4) NEZUKO KAMADO S (9) UNREASONABLE
(4) BRANDON BLVD (1) WOMEN LAYER
(8) MISS JUM JABBER  (4) NEZUKO KAMADO S  (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH  (2) BIG RANGER looks  (5) AL PAPI was blocked (2) BEST CHIP can take
has some recent set track record inelim  has come back to form  back off elim; can control  in the stretchinelim;  charge from the inside;
excuses and will be a and can take air. and will be in charge. therace frominside.  has quick acceleration. driver change to Bartlett.
much better price now. (3) SHE'S MONI (3) FRANCENT N (5) NIX NACKEN (4) BRANDON BLVD (1) WOMEN LAYER
(1) SANGRIASUMMER () SETYQURSIGHTSHIGH ~ (4) ROCKET DEO (APEX (6) SWEET LOVIN LOU (5) PRINCE HAL
‘ (3) HOPE HILL HANOVER
2D & (1) SANGRIASUMMER  (5) LITTLE ROAD out- (1) THE LAST MARTINI  (3) DIABOLIC HILL edged  (6) SWEET LOVIN LOU (1) WOMEN LAYER -
e confidently cruised to  sprinted rivals to wirein  was overlooked at 68/1  out APEX in elim; life- advanced third-over  Elim winner is 6-for-9 at
track record in elim; elim; two moves; lone  in 2025 Crown; outsider ~ time best; two moves. though quickening Scioto this season
versatility a strength. supplement. draws inside. (2) BIG RANGER fractions, widest in elim. (5) PRINCE HAL
(8) MISS JUM JABBER  (4) NEZUKO KAMADO'S  (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH (5) NIX NACKEN (4) BRANDON BLVD HANOVER
(3) HOPE HILL (3) SHE'S MONI (3) FRANCENT N (2) MELILLO (6) KEN HANOVER
(1) SANGRIA SUMMER (5) LITTLE ROAD (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH  (2) BIG RANGER returns (4) BRANDON BLVD gets (1) WOMEN LAYER loves
works out the right trip  completes the storybook  remains the queen of home to take the another chance aftera  to fly around this track.
and wins again. season in a dartboard this division. ultimate prize. patient elimination drive. Speed mission.
(3) HOPE HILL final. (3) FRANCENT N (3) DIABOLIC HILL (1) GENTLEMAN'S CLUB (3) DANDY IDEAL
(8) MISS JUM JABBER Tiedsren (8) RODEO DRIVEDEO  (4) INEXPRESSABLE () SWEET LOVIN LOU (2) BEST CHIP

(9) BUSY MISS LISSY S

(1) SANGRIA SUMMER  (4) NEZUKO KAMADO S (3) FRANCENT N needed (2) BIG RANGER - Thisis (1) GENTLEMAN'S CLUB  (2) BEST CHIP draws

aired in Elim. Her speed  looks to avenge loss in last. If she's close to his house and | think he  was very sharp off the  perfect relative to the
early will help overcome ‘25 - classy, versatile. TBJF early she wins.  protects it emphatically. ~ bench; gets diluted  other speed. Can he hold
draw. (9) BUSY MISS LISSY'S  (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH (6) APEX bunch. iz
(3)HOPE HILL (S)LITTLEROAD (1) THELASTMARTINI  (5) NIX NACKEN (2) MELILLO BB LAYER
(2) WHOOMP (4) BRANDON BLVD (3) DANDY IDEAL
(1) SANGRIA SUMMER (3) SHE'S MONI has (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH (3) DIABOLIC HILL (5) AL PAPI probably (5) PRINCE HAL
setatrackrecordinher  gotten hotattheright  looks like the leader of appears happy and wins his elim if hehad  HANOVER his versatility
elim victory. time of vear. this group again. healthy in his last two room. & toughness give him
(3) HOPE HILL (7) CUSTOM (3) FRANCENT N Wins. (4) BRANDON BLVD iy
(8)MISS JUM JABBER (&) NEZUKO KAMADO'S  (9) UNREASONABLE (2)BIGRANGER () GENTLEMAN'S CLUB (2} BESITCHIP
(5) NIX NACKEN (3) DANDY IDEAL

(8) MISS JUM JABBER  (5) LITTLE ROAD proved  (3) FRANCENT N was (5) NIX NACKEN is (5) AL PAPI did well to  (5) PRINCE HAL HANOVER
has burned money with  in elim that she belongs; held at bayin elimbut|  versatile, talented and get into final from tough  never goes a bad race
recentlosses butlooms  would be great story.  suspect the torch willbe new driver won't be an  post; early speed makes and can set up live stalk-

large; chance for price. (6) SETYOURSIGHTSHIGH passed tonight. issue; good post. the difference. ing trip behind #2.
(3) HOPE HILL (4) NEZUKO KAMADO S (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH (2) BIG RANGER (4) BRANDON BLVD (3) DANDY IDEAL
(1) SANGRIA SUMMER (7) CHAMPAGNE ROOM (6) APEX (2) MELILLO (2) BEST CHIP

(1) SANGRIA SUMMER  (4) NEZUKO KAMADO S - (6) TWIN B JOE FRESH - (5) NIX NACKEN - Expect (5) AL PAPI |eft, (2) BEST CHIP - Rags to
came back very sharp  Speed around her should She is sharp and has the  him to return to his off ~ shuffled, caught behind  Riches story deserves a

off rest following the set things up nicely for  speed to take these all the pace tactics that  horses with pace in the storybook ending
Sire Stakes Final. her rally. the way on top. work best. elimination. Sneaky. (5) PRINCE HAL
(3) HOPE HILL (5) LITTLE ROAD (9) UNREASONABLE (2) BIG RANGER (4) BRANDON BLVD HANOVER
(2) WHOOMP (3) SHE'S MONI (3) FRANCENTN (6) APEX (2) MELILLO (1) WOMEN LAYER
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OPENING DAY STANDOUTS!

#6 — PA Caitlyn (Filly) #24 - PA Chrystal (Filly) #49 - PA Cruiser (Colt)
Confederate — Alexa’s Fantasy Confederate — Captain’s Muse Sweet Lou - Extrilla Hanover
Extremely athletic. First two foals are winners. That Sweet Lou bounce.
First foal from Nijinsky’s sister. Confederate quickness! First Colt!

#130 - PA Cactus (Colt)  #165 — PA Callie Dawn (Filly)

Captaintreacherous - Confederate - Tall Glass Hanover
Quebec Blue Chip A physical specimen. 2nd foal.
Look at that stretch! First one BT 1:49.4

o DAY TWO & THREE YEARLINGS o

#420 - PA Candy (Filly by Confederate — Mimado) — Extremely correct filly. Beautiful
#536 — PA Clara (Filly by Confederate — Southwind Guiness) — One racy filly
#714 - PA Cabby (Filly by Stay Hungry — The Ideal Crunch) — Barn sweetheart
#902 - PA Charlotte (Filly by Volume Eight — Upscale) — Built like Volume Eight but with size
#918 — PA Copper (Colt by Confederate — Harpswell) — Check out his video

raises m /§//{ §%\

S
Mahantongo

FARM
717-364-0186

“Where the hills are HIGH and the horses are STRONG”



https://youtu.be/lXSFFp3TgFI
https://youtu.be/owDmsR9OJNc
https://youtu.be/nnTTO0wYk8Y
https://youtu.be/sbg03-sRHc4
https://youtu.be/eOBDzMkidTI

Digging into the possibilities of Saturday's $30K GTD Pick 4

JAYWALKING

By Jay Bergman

X Bergmanjay

There will be a dozen Breeders Crown races this weekend (October
23-24) at Scioto Downs and as challenging as the events will be for those
participating, the puzzle is quite different for those handicapping and
hoping to take advantage of some lucrative pools and prices sure to follow
in many hard-to-predict contests. Going into the weekend it’s important
to seek out the races that have the most probability to produce favorites
that connect and those that are open to longshots that can add enormous
value in multi-wager events.

With eight straight Breeders Crowns on Saturday’s program over the
five-eighths mile track in Columbus, Ohio, there will be a pair of consecu-
tive Pick 4 opportunities. Races 3-6 will offer a $25,000 guaranteed pool
while races 7-10 have a $30,000 guarantee posted. While the guarantees
post one incentive to get involved in the later Pick 4, it is worth noting
that the Breeders Crown finals that comprise races 7-10 appear to offer a
stronger chance of a big payday, with longshots chances filtered nicely in
the final three legs of the wager.

In race seven, the first leg of the wager, recent past performance points
clearly to just two horses at the top of the Open Mares class. Francent N
(post 3) and Twin B Joe Fresh (post 6) have established themselves clearly
as the best horses in the division and each drew well enough not to be
compromised in their paths to victory. Francent N for her part, returned
from time away from the races with a strong second-place finish in her
elimination. Champion Twin B Joe Fresh needs no introduction and
enters the crown riding a three-race win streak.

Race eight opens the door for more possibilities, with as many as six
horses having a clear chance to win. What’s important from a gambler’s
perspective is not to overthink the elimination races and try to map out trips
that could elevate the longer shots to the winner’s circle. Essentially break-
ing down this field on paper, Big Ranger (post 2) would appear to have the
speed and position edge on all horses. That said, his elimination proved very
little as once he gained control under no duress, he never had to look another
horse in the eye. That’s not likely to be the case on Saturday with several
horses that could leave, including Diabolic Hill (post 3), Inexpressable (post
4) and Apex (post 6). Notable as well in trip handicapping is the presence of
American Power (post 1), one of three from the Melander stable that could
open a hole for his roommates. On paper, Big Ranger is likely to be a strong
favorite, but he could be extremely vulnerable given the talent around him.
Despite less than inspiring elimination performances, Apex and American
Power could add value to a ticket that should cover the top contenders.

Though Brandon Blvd (post 4) finished second in his elimination, he’s
still the top-race sophomore pacing colt or gelding in North America. The
logical favorite for leg three, the $664,500 Breeders Crown 3-year-old pace,
Brandon Blvd has won nine races this year, much to the credit of trainer
Andrew Harris and perhaps more from the skill of Dexter Dunn, who
has captured eight Breeders Crowns in just the last two years. As much
as Brandon Blvd has been tested throughout the year, most recently he’s
dominated weaker horses. Thus, Saturday’s contest will likely make him
need to do more work with the talent level of his rivals at a higher level.
Specifically, Gentleman’s Club, a horse that has hidden beneath the radar
and in plain sight this year and finally emerged as a serious threat with
his 1:48 3/5 shocker at 26-1 in the eliminations. While many longshots
arrive when others do the heavy lifting, Gentleman’s Club and driver
Andy McCarthy accomplished the feat with a sinister first-over power
move that ended with a 26 3/5 kicker. In a race where wagering dollars
will likely go to Brandon Blvd as well as the duo from Ron Burke’s power-
house of a stable in Melillo (post 2) and Al Papi (post 5), Gentleman’s Club
looks to be in a role reversal situation with Brandon Blvd when looking
back at the last time the two met in the $300,000 Hempt on August 22 at
Pocono. In that race Dunn had Brandon Blvd on the lead at the quarter
from post two while McCarthy left from post seven with Gentleman’s
Club for a four-hole. While Brandon Blvd would later get a pocket-trip
behind Al Papi, Gentleman’s Club would gut it out without cover, moving
before the half and going on the attack. Brandon Blvd got the trip and
won but Gentleman’s Club’s fifth-place finish was an indication that he

was strong enough but just not lucky. On Saturday the trip may decide
this contest, and I would expect McCarthy will create as many seats as
possible behind Gentleman’s Club. It’s also worth noting that Gentle-
man’s Club did his best racing late in 2025 winning the Governor’s Cup,
and perhaps the weather played a part in his big elimination score.

With $662,000 on the line in the final leg of the Pick 4 (race 10), the Breed-
ers Crown Open Pace could be even more wide-open than it appears on
paper. Though speed horses Women Layer and Best Chip have drawn the
inside two posts, it’s doubtful they will be alone in the early skirmish.
When on his game Dandy Ideal (post 3) has shown early speed, and while
Tim Tetrick was reluctant to leave and benefitted from taking back in last
week’s trial, the result should give him confidence to look to the front.
Adding Prince Hal Hanover (post 5), Ken Hanover (post 6) with Dave
Miller returning to the bike, and Ervin Hanover (post 9), there could be
the proverbial cavalry charge through the opening quarter and beyond.

In this group it would seem wise to go as far as seven deep if possible
and maybe just eliminate Admiral Hill and Surreal Ideal from the ticket.
Calicojack Hanover (post 4) is a horse that on paper looks like a toss as
well, but he is now making his third start since moving into the Burke
stable, has a good draw, and wasn’t that far removed from the pack in his
Crown elimination race. It’s worth noting that Burke’s Harrisburg Heist
upset many of these horses just three weeks ago and he didn’t even reach
the Crown final.

Brandon Blvd to stand stud at
Hanover Shoe Farms starting next year

Dr. J Stallion Management and Hanover Shoe Farms announced
on Wednesday that 3-year-old pacing colt Brandon Blvd, p, 3, 1:47
2/5m ($1,570,842) will stand in Pennsylvania at Hanover Shoe Farms,
commencing with the 2027 breeding season.

During his 2-year-old campaign Brandon Blvd won seven of 10
starts, including victories in the Bluegrass and International Stal-
lion Stakes. Brandon Blvd set his 2-year-old mark of 1:48 4/5 in
winning his Breeders Crown elimination, which at the time was the
fastest mile ever paced in Canada by a 2-year-old.

This year at the age of three, Brandon Blvd has nine wins in 13
starts and has never been off the board. Brandon Blvd’s sophomore
wins include the Meadowlands Pace, Hempt Memorial, Paul Revere
Pace and the Somebeachsomewhere. In addition, Brandon Blvd
showed his grit and determination with a second-place finish in
the North America Cup, coming first-over before the half and being
defeated by a mere half-length.

Bred by Crawford Farms and a former $425,000 yearling, the royally-
bred and impeccably-conformed Brandon Blvd is out of the American
Ideal mare Alexis Faith, p, 3, 1:50 3/5f ($586,546), who is a half-sister to
World Champion and 2021 Dan Patch Horse of the Year Test of Faith.

“Brandon Blvd is the complete stallion package. Pedigree, perfor-
mance and physical presence, Brandon has them all in spades,” said
Dr. Bridgette Jablonsky. “Brandon Blvd rejuvenates the Somebeach-
somewhere sire line in Pennsylvania, a state that makes obtaining
dual eligibility relatively easy. I am thrilled to be partnering with
Hanover Shoe Farms.

“Brandon Blvd’s 2027 book will include several of Hanover’s best
mares, several of Odds On Racing’s best mares and 12 high-profile
fillies owned by Punisher 11 Stable.”

“One of several exciting breeding lines we plan to follow with
Brandon Blvd is the ability to breed probably the best grandson of
Somebeachsomewhere to some of his best granddaughters, touch-
ing up the dominant pacing line of the past quarter century,” said
Russell Williams, Hanover Shoe Farms president.

The introductory Service Fee for Brandon Blvd will be $12,000 U.S.
Brandon Blvd will be syndicated at the conclusion of his 2026 racing
season, please contact Dr. J at (717) 578-7395 or drjablonsky@drjstal-
lionmanagement.com for more information.

-release (Dr. J Stallion Management)
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BREED - BUY - RACE

NEW JERSEY

New Jersey Sire Stakes
Platinum - $ 225,000
Silver - $ 50,000
SDF - $60,000
Renaissance - $50,000

and ... 20% bonuses for NJ Sired winners of certain stake races
thanks to the Meadowlands and the SBOANJ!

EXPANDING AND GROWING ALL THE TIME

FOR DETAILS CALL 609.913.6514 OR VISIT
www.nj.gov/agriculture/njequine/sirestakes

Above figures are based on full fields




Lauren Tritton looks for another first in Breeders Crown finals

Lauren Tritton’s résumé already boasts several history-making
accomplishments, and over the course of the two-night Breeders Crown
championships at Eldorado Scioto Downs on Friday (Oct. 23) and Satur-
day (Oct. 24) in Columbus, Ohio, she hopes to make more memories.

Tritton, who had more than 900 driving wins in an accomplished
career in her native Australia before coming to the U.S. in 2020, already
has a Down Under Breeders Crown title to her credit, and she has two
chances to add a second Crown trophy to her mantel. If successful with
either Too Pink To Pass in Friday’s $700,000 2-Year-Old Filly Pace or
Darlin’s Angel in Saturday’s $664,500 3-Year-Old Filly Pace, the 33-year-
old Tritton would become the first female driver to capture a Breeders
Crown final in North America.

While women trainers in the winner’s circle have become a common
occurrence in the 43-year-history of the Breeders Crown, Tritton will be
just the fourth female driver to attempt to take home a Crown trophy, and
only the second to have a drive in a final. Karen Fekete (1998), Jacquie
Ingrassia (2008 and 2010) and Riina Rekila (2010) all had elimination
drives but failed to advance to the final. Only Brooke Nickells in 2001 with
Lavecster in the 3-Year-0ld Colt Trot reached the final, finishing ninth.

“Winning a Breeders Crown would be beyond my goals, but I'll take it,”
said Tritton, who in addition to helping her husband Shane train a stable
of 30 horses is mother to son Levi, 9, and daughter Emily, 5.

Don’t believe capturing a Breeders Crown title is beyond Tritton’s
reach. In 2023 Tritton became the first female driver to win the Battle of
Lake Erie at Northfield Park with Lochinvar Art A, who was trained by
Shane. Also that year, she became the first woman to drive in a Meadow-
lands Pace final, finishing 10th with It’s A Me Mario (also trained by her
husband) after finishing third in the elims. Another feather in Tritton’s
cap came in 2025 when she became the first female driver to win three
races on a card at the Meadowlands.

When the Trittons arrived in the U.S. six years ago, Lauren concen-
trated on helping her husband train their stable. Tritton had only seven
driving starts in 2020-21, but since then she has picked up the pace. This
year she has already posted career-highs in wins (68) and purse earnings
($1.28 million). Overall, she has 177 wins and $2.67 million in purse earn-
ings on this continent.

Tritton admits it was a learning curve once she embarked on a North
American driving career.

“It was basically the way races are run here,” she said. “They are a lot
faster and are only a mile, where we would race (in Australia) a mile and
a quarter. There we would look for a slower second (quarter) but that’s
frowned upon here. So, the speed of the races, that was a little hard.”

Tritton said she received favorable advice from some current U.S.-
based drivers she competed against Down Under, including Dexter Dunn
and brothers Andy and Todd McCarthy.

“Weallraced against each other for along time and ifIdo need anything
they are the people I go to,” she said.

On the flip side, she said she also received some pushback, but that
those words essentially lit a fire under her.

“I was actually told that women don’t belong here driving, and I
wouldn’t fit in at any track, so I might as well give up on that idea,”
said Tritton. “I was told that it was a boys’ club here and I wouldn’t be
welcomed. It was game on from there.”

Fast forward to now, and there are some who compare Tritton’s talents
to those of the late Bea Farber, recently inducted as an Immortal into
harness racing’s Hall of Fame. Farber, widely considered the greatest
female driver, won 1,801 races over her career and several driving titles
in the 1970s and ‘80s.

“I didn’t really know much about her and watched as many of her races
as possible,” said Tritton. “She reminds me of the same mindset as myself.
We both work hard and we just love the horses, and the adrenaline and
love to race. And we don’t worry about the other stuff.”

There were no elims needed for Friday’s 2-Year-Old Filly Pace. Trit-
ton will start from post two with Too Pink To Pass, who is attempting
to become the first horse to break its maiden in a Breeders Crown final.
Trained by Shane - who like Lauren is making his Breeders Crown debut
- Too Pink To Pass has finished second four times in nine starts, and the
Steve Jones-bred, Joshua Graber-owned daughter of Huntsville comes
into the race off a fourth-place finish in the $250,000 Big Apple final for
freshman filly pacers at Vernon Downs.

Mike Lizzi PHOTO
Lauren Tritton has two drives in this weekend’s Breeders Crown.

“It would be awesome to break a maiden with a 2-year-old in the Breed-
ers Crown,” said Lauren Tritton. “Juvenile races are high on my list as
they are very hard to win.”

As for Darlin’s Angel, who starts from post six on Saturday, Tritton has
been behind the Hot Lead Farm homebred daughter of Captaintreacher-
ous in all 19 career starts, which includes eight wins and a trio of seconds
this year in the Jugette, Lynch Memorial and Shady Daisy, all graded
stakes events. Darlin’s Angel finished third in her Crown elim to advance.

The pairing of driver and horse is perfect, according to Darlin’s Angel’s
trainer Juan Cano.

“When we entered her for her first start in the Kindergarten there were
11 horses entered and she got the 11-hole,” remembered Cano. “There was
a shortage of drivers that weekend, so I looked at the early races, and I
saw Lauren’s name there. She took the drive and gave her a really good
trip and ended up finishing fifth. Ever since she’s been on her and she’s
gone everywhere with her. She’s helped develop her to become the nice
filly she’s become.

“We wouldn’t want anybody else on her either. She’s so kind to the
horses. She talks to them and I think fillies really respond to that.”

Tritton agreed with Cano that talking to the horses helps greatly.

“I drove a couple of 2-year-olds for them early in qualifiers and I had
my recording glasses on, and I sent a video to them,” said Tritton. “They
couldn’t believe how much I talked to the horses. I don’t even realize I'm
doing it. I'm an equestrian from way back, so I think being on top of the
horse pays off as I get along really well with a lot of high-strung fillies.

“And that’s crazy because they call me a high-strung filly,” she added
with a laugh.

History could be on Darlin’s Angel’s side as her dam, Darlin’s Delight,
appeared in five Breeders Crown finals, with three second-place finishes
(all behind My Little Dragon) and a third-place finish, while her second
dam, Town Pro, was the first pacer to win two Crowns, capturing titles at
2 and 3, in 1989 and 1990.

“(Darlin’s Angel) is so fast off the gate and we love using that for our
best interest,” said Tritton. “She needed the run last week as she’d been
off three weeks and will be tighter this week.”

Tritton hopes someday that she can stop being identified solely as a
female driver, and a Breeders Crown victory could go a long way toward
that.

“It does bother me, especially in a country where they make it a big deal
when it shouldn’t be,” she concluded. “Here it’s like whose record am I
breaking and who else is going to break that? It does get a little annoying.”

Scioto Downs will host all four Breeders Crown championships for
2-year-olds on Friday (Oct. 23) with the remaining eight finals to follow on
Saturday. First-race post time both nights is 6 p.m. (EDT). Friday night’s
action will be aired on FOX Sports 1 (FS1) from 8-11 p.m. and Saturday’s
on FOX Sports 2 (FS2) 7-10:30 p.m.

-release (Gordon Waterstone for Breeders Crown)
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VIRGINIAC *
IS FOR BABIES

for Virginia’s Lucrative Sired
Stakes Program by December 1st!

e Sire Stake races will be run based on age, sex and gait as
2 & 3-year-olds with $10,000 eliminations & $100,000 finals.

e Stallion owner & breeder bonuses will be made
based upon purse payments received in the eliminations
and finals. Stallion owners will receive a 15% bonus;
breeders will receive a 15% bonus.

e Sired foals are also eligible to the Breeders Fund races For info, contact Debbie Warnick at
as 2 & 3-year-olds with $10,000 purses and $100,000 finals. 443-463-0917.
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RACING IN WOODSTOCKR

SPRING RACING IN APRIL/MAY; FALL RACING IN SEPTEMBER/UBTUBR
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Program details are at vhha.net or by calling Debbie Warnick at 443-463-0917.

(this program is separate from Virginia Breeders Fund program).



https://shenandoahdowns.com/
https://www.vhha.net/

Two ‘Rangers’ set for Breeders Crown stage this weekend

By Ken Weingartner

Senena Esty is excited for this weekend’s Breeders Crown finals at
Eldorado Scioto Downs, she just doesn’t want to think about them.

Esty and her husband, Jeff, own Spring Haven Farm in Utica, Ohio,
located about an hour northeast of Scioto Downs. Two Breeders Crown
trotting finalists — the brother and sister duo of 3-year-old colt Big Ranger
and 2-year-old filly Blue Ranger - hail from the Estys’ breeding opera-
tion. Both horses, by In Range out of the mare Big Blue Bird, head to their
finals as elimination winners.

Full siblings have never won Breeders Crowns in the same year. The
closest instance occurred in 2011 when half-brothers Bettor Sweet (by
Bettor’s Delight) and Sweet Lou (by Yankee Cruiser) won at Woodbine
Racetrack to make mom Sweet Future proud.

“I don’t even like to mentally go there,” Esty said with a laugh, refer-
ring to Big Ranger and Blue Ranger’s potentially own sweet future this
weekend. “You hate to get too pumped up about it, so I'm just trying to
stay cool and calm.”

Blue Ranger will be the first of the siblings to head to the track when
Scioto Downs hosts all four $700,000 Grade 1 Breeders Crown finals for
2-year-olds on Friday (Oct. 23). The remaining eight Grade 1 events, for
horses 3 and up, will take place on Saturday. First-race post time both
nights is 6 p.m. (EDT).

Trained by Marcus Melander, Blue Ranger won her elimination last
week by a length over Nevis Peak in 1:53 1/5, equaling her own track
record that she established Sept. 12 in capturing the $300,000 Ohio Sires
Stakes championship for freshman filly trotters. That time is also the
fastest this season for 2-year-old filly trotter on a five-eighths-mile oval.

Esty won’t claim that she knew from day one that Blue Ranger could be
that kind of filly.

“She was an average-sized filly as a weanling, and she was OK,” Esty
recalled. “She wasnice-she wasn’t nice. Everything about her was correct,
but she did have a little bit of an attitude. I like to scratch them and bend
down to kiss them, or whatever us girls do, and she might have wanted to
take your face off. It was like, OK, we won’t be kissing her too often.

“Then I literally remember one day I was out feeding the yearlings, and
I hadn’t seen that group for a while because me and my husband rotate
what fields we do. I walked out and I looked at her rear end, and I was like,
wow, this filly ... is that Bluebird’s? Of course, all she had to do was turn
around and show that blaze on her face. And, wow, did she change. From
that point on, I really, really liked her. She really developed in her later
yearling phases.”

Blue Ranger went for a sale-topping $210,000 at the 2025 Ohio Selected
Jug Sale. She has three wins and three third-place finishes in seven starts
this season, with earnings of $251,480 for owner Bender Sweden Inc.

The auction price for Blue Ranger was in contrast to that for Big Ranger,
who went for $25,000 the previous year, but his success as a 2-year-old
helped fuel interest in the filly. And whereas Blue Ranger left little initial
impression upon Esty, the young Big Ranger was the opposite.
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Big Ranger was the easiest of winners in his Breeders Crown elim.

“He was just a really good-natured colt, just a real sweet personal-
ity, and I liked him kind of from the get-go,” Esty said, adding about his
yearling price, “I was honestly disappointed. I wondered what I missed.
Maybe I was thinking too much of him, but I thought he was a very well-
conformed colt with good size. He was big, but not too big; he wasn’t too
clunky. He had a good look about him.”

Big Ranger proved Esty’s belief in him was warranted, winning all
seven of his starts at 2, including an Ohio Sires Stakes championship, and
being named Ohio’s Horse of the Year for trainer/driver Ronnie Gillespie.
This season, his exploits include a second Ohio Sires Stakes title and
memorable stretch duel with Apex in the Grade 1 Hambletonian Stakes,
losing by a whisker. For his career, the colt has 15 wins and a second-
place finish in 19 races and $965,959 in purses for owner Madison Global.
He won his Breeders Crown elim by 2-1/4 lengths over Nix Nacken in 1:51
1/5 for trainer Anette Lorentzon.

So, what has Esty seen from her “kids” that’s most impressed her so far.

“Besides what they’ve already demonstrated on the track, I love their
gait,” she said. “I like how they go with their head kind of down, and they
seem to really dig in. There really is not a lot of wasted motion up front.
That’s what I like to see about them. They just go easy.”

And while Esty would rather not think about the weekend’s finals, she
is happy the Breeders Crown is being held in Ohio. Scioto Downs is host-
ing all 12 Breeders Crown events for the first time after being the site of
single Breeders Crown finals in 1986 and 1988.

“It’s just huge having it at Scioto Downs,” she said. “It means so much.
We were over there for the eliminations, and it looks like they’re ready.
They’ve done a great job, so fingers crossed it’ll go off without a hitch
now.”

WINNING TRIPS OF SCIOTO CROWN ELIMINATION WINNERS

FRONT POCKET UNCOVERED COVER
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BREEDERS CROWN AT SCIOTO - INSIDE THE NUMBERS

SCIOTO DOWNS POST POSITION STATS (5/1/26 - 10/19/26)

Post 1 Post 2 Post 3 Post 4 Post 5 Post 6 Post 7 Post 8 Post 9 Post 10

Win % 12.9 11.7 13.9 16.6 17.8 9.9 8.4 6.3 4.6 5.2
Place % 28.4 26.8 28.6 30.2 28.9 20.8 17.8 14.2 9.7 10.4
Show % 40.9 41.4 42.9 424 41.6 32.0 27.1 22.5 15.3 21.2

SCIOTO MEET STATISTICS OF FAVORITES

% OF WINNING FAVORITES 45.52
% OF FAVORITES IN THE MONEY 77.28
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RACE OF THE WEEK

9 SCIOTO SAT 1 Mile Pace BREEDERS CROWN FINAL (GRADE 1) 3 YEAR OLD COLTS AND GELDINGS. Purse $664,500
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Prince Hal Hanover joins stallion
list at Blue Chip Farms in 2027

Dr. J Stallion Management and Blue Chip Farms announced on Wednes-
day that Prince Hal Hanover, p, 3, 1:47 2/5m ($1,785,454) will stand in New
York at Blue Chip Farms, commencing with the 2027 breeding season.

A top-level performer all three years he has raced, Prince Hal Hanover
won the Somebeachsomewhere, Adios, Milstein, the Bluegrass and an
elimination of the Breeders Crown at three, competing against one of the
very best 3-year-old crops in recent history. This year, at the age of four,
Prince Hal Hanover has been a major player in the older pacing ranks.
Many 4-year-olds have tried this but very few have succeeded. Prince
Hal Hanover won the Pacey Mindlin and swept his elimination and final
of the Juravinski on the half-mile track at Flamboro Downs in his first
three starts as a 4-year-old.

He has gone on to win a leg of the Graduate Series, an elimination of
the Canadian Pacing Derby and the Allerage and is racing in the Breed-
ers Crown final this Saturday night. Possessed with blazing gate speed,
Prince Hal Hanover is a factor every time he races and has missed the
board just once in 2026.

Bred by Hanover Shoe Farms, Prince Hal Hanover is out of the Breed-
ers Crown-winning mare Percy Bluechip p,3, 1:51 1/5f ($874,267); she a
sister to millionaire Kenneth J.

Says Dr. Bridgette Jablonsky, “I have always admired Prince Hal
Hanover; he always shows up. He’s fast, he’s tough and he has the gate
speed to put himselfin any race. Never count him out. Hanover purchased
his dam in 2019, my first year as the Executive Vice-President there. It’s
very satisfying to see a mare I selected produce a horse like Prince Hal
Hanover as her second foal.”

“Prince Hal Hanover’s second dam Advantest was one of the first high-
end race fillies we invested in, and after her career all she did was throw
top horses. We are very excited to have all that Blue Chip blood back on
the farm and in New York State. We are big believers in stallions from
top maternal families, and we are very excited for Prince Hal Hanover’s
future in New York,” said Tom Grossman of Blue Chip Farms.

Trainer Dr. Ian Moore adds, “Prince Hal Hanover is without question one
of the toughest and fastest horses I have ever trained. He shows up every
week on every size track, from any post position with any kind of trip. Hal is
a class act that has every characteristic in a racehorse that you would want,
and I truly believe he will pass on all those qualities as a stallion.”

The introductory Service Fee for Prince Hal Hanover will be $7,500
U.S. Prince Hal Hanover will be syndicated at the conclusion of his 2026
racing season, please contact Dr. J at (717) 578-7395 or drjablonsky@
drjstallionmanagement.com for more information.

-release (Dr. J Stallion Management)
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HANDICAPPER’S CORNER

At DRF Harness we strive to provide the best handicapping infor-
mation in the sport. Each week we’ll use this space to bring you some
of our handicappers’ best bets and value plays. Use this information
as one of your tools when wagering or head to your nearest ADW and

simply make a win bet.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22

RAcE 6

(4) ROYAL COMET had trot in

EMPIRE CITY.

CASINO

the lane after an off-the-pace trip YONKERS RACEWAY

last week and won in this class
on 9-17. T just think he needs a
more aggressive steer here to
find the winner’s circle again.
-Greg Reinhart

FRIDAY; OCTOBER 23

Race 14

(8) DURATION doesn’t have ELDORADO
much form on his lines compet- ‘ GAMING

ing in the Opens lately, but if you
dig deeper he was a 1-5 winner
in his last two tries in this class.
You have to think early speed
and a form reversal is imminent.

-Derick Giwner

RAceE 4

3 GIFT OF FAITH invades
from Pocono with back-to-back
victories and closed well in a
third-place effort in the Kinder-
garten on August 29.

-Reinhart

SCIOTO DOWNS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24

Race 1

(6) BRIGHT BET gets major ELDORADO

class relief and should be firing ‘ GAMING

down the road to kick off the card
and pad the bankroll of chalk
lovers.

-Giwner

SCIOTO DOWNS

FULL CARD ANALYSIS / PAST PERFORMANCES

Scioto Downs Analysis
Mohawk Park Analysis

Meadowlands Analysis

Yonkers Analysis Thursday

Friday
Friday
Friday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Saturday
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE HARNESS INDUSTRY

TWO SHOTS LEFT TO QUALIFY FOR BIG M CONTEST FINAL

With just two legs to go before the big-money final, handicappers will
be gunning to finish in the top two in the $1,000 Meadowlands Monthly
Handicapping Contest on Friday (Oct. 23) night as they seek a seat in the
contest final on Dec. 12, which offers $10,000 in prize money.

Friday will mark the 10th of 11 legs of the competition. Those finishing
in the top four take home prize money on a $500-250-150-100 basis, but the
top two, they not only earn the top two cash prizes, but also cop spots in
the five-figure final, where the winner will walk away with $5,000.

Contest regulars Stefan Ferrara and John Skladany have earned three
entries for the contest’s invitation-only finale, and each are looking to
equal Nick Montemurro’s mark of four entries, which he earned in 2025.

Thus far this year, 18 entries have been earned for the year-end compe-
tition, which will have a total of 22 entries. Those handicappers — with
their nightly contest totals — are:

: Leg1-January: Del Kern ($934.01) and Ferrara ($840.76)

Leg 2 - February: Robert Glaser ($592.50) and Emile Issa ($500)
Leg 3 - March: Sean Loebs ($1,170.06) and Patrick O’Malley ($832)
Leg 4 - April: O’Malley ($554) and Ferrara ($380.20)
Leg 5 - May: Skladany ($1,031.60) and James Molina ($800)
Leg 6 — June: Rodney Duncan ($822.20) and Skladany ($497.28)
Leg 7 -July: Jim Sidor ($1,192.10) and Russ Slader ($750)
Leg 8 — August: Ferrara ($1,000.75) and Skladany ($726.50)
. Leg 9 - September: Glaser ($305.40) and Joe Barre ($210)
2026 contest schedule:
Leg 10 - Friday, Oct. 23
Leg 11 - Saturday, Nov. 14
Invitation-only $10,000 contest final: Saturday, Dec. 12
The contest follows this format:
Contestants must bet a minimum of five Meadowlands races.
No minimum or maximum bet per race.
All wagers offered on The Meadowlands program are eligible for
the contest.
Contestants keep all pari-mutuel winnings.
Unlimited entries per person.

There is no entry fee, but a $100 live-money bankroll is required for play-
ers, and the prize pool is guaranteed at $1,000, funded by The Meadowlands.

On the night of the contest, players must register/check-in at the Club-
house Lobby by 6:20 p.m. A $100 betting card must be purchased to partic-
ipate, as this is a live-money/wagering competition.

The top two finishers from each $1,000 contest earn spots in the $10,000
tournament final on December 12 (22 total entries).

To register, go here.

-edited release (Dave Little for Meadowlands)

BALLY’S DOVER 2026-27 SEASON OPENS NOV. 2

The Delaware harness racing circuit returns to the state’s capital city
on Monday, Nov. 2, when Bally’s Dover Kkicks off its 2026-27 meet.

The 83-day stand, which runs through April 1,2027, features live harness
racing on a Monday-through-Thursday schedule with a daily post time
of 4:30 p.m. (ET). The only exceptions to this schedule are dark days on
Thanksgiving (Thursday, Nov. 26) and the entire week of Dec. 21-24.

Over $1.3 million in purses will be contested in Grand Circuit events
during November, headed by the $300,000 Progress Pace, for 3-year-olds,
on Wednesday, Nov. 25. Additionally, the Matron Stakes will bring the
sport’s top 2- and 3-year-olds to Bally’s Dover, with all four rookie divi-
sions taking place Thursday, Nov. 5, and all four sophomore sections on
Thursday, Nov. 12.

Delaware-sired horses will square off in the final Delaware Standard-
bred Breeders’ Fund series of 2026 through November and December.
The $110,000 championship races for 2-year-olds will take place Nov.
19-25, followed by the 3-year-old finals the week of Dec. 14-17.

Pre-meet qualifiers will take place Tuesday, Oct. 27, beginning at 10
a.m.; entries are due to the race office by Monday, Oct. 26, no later than
noon. During the meet, qualifiers will take place weekly on Wednesdays
beginning at 10 a.m. with entries due to the race office the preceding day
no later than 11 a.m.

The opening day program will also be drawn on Oct. 27.
The weekly draw schedule is as follows:

Race Day Draw Day
Monday Tuesday
Tuesday Wednesday
Wednesday Thursday
Thursday Monday

Entries are due to the race office no later than 11 a.m. each day.

Condition sheets will be posted throughout the meet at horsemen.
ustrotting.com.

Horsepeople are encouraged to use the USTA Online Entry system. To
contact the race office, call 302-857-3230 on race days between 10 a.m. and
6 p.m.

Bally’s Dover is located at 1131 North DuPont Highway in Dover, Del.,
minutes off Exit 104 on Delaware Route 1. For more information on
harness racing, sports wagering, gaming and events at Bally’s Dover,
visit www.ballysdover.com.

-release (Bally’s Dover)
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DEJA VU IN TUESDAY’S KENTUCKY SIRE STAKES AT CUMBERLAND RUN

Todd McCarthy had a Kentucky Sire Stakes hat trick for the second
straight card on Tuesday afternoon at Cumberland Run as 3-year-old
trotters kicked off their series.

McCarthy took a pair of divisions for colts and geldings with Deuce Pop
(by Tactical Landing and bred by Atlantic Trot Inc., paid $5.42 to win)
in 1:52 2/5 for trainer Ron Burke and owners Burke Racing Stable LLC.,
Weaver Bruscemi LLC., Knox Services Inc. and Phil Collura and Fine-
line Hanover (by Captain Corey and bred by Hanover Shoe Farms, paid
$6.68 to win) in 1:53 2/5 for trainer Carter Pinske and owners Ron Coyne
Stables, Inc., Blair Corbeil, Mike Mcallister and Larry + Gregg Stable.

READ MORE

SOPHOMORES COMPLETE MASSACHUSETTS BREEDERS STAKES PRELIMS

The Massachusetts Breeders Stakes 3-year-old eligibles faced off for
$324,000 in purses at Plainridge Park on Tuesday (Oct. 20) in single divi-
sions, except for the pacing fillies. The day was highlighted by four horses
sweeping their divisions and three career-best efforts. However, the trot-
ting gelding Geologic and his driver, Yannick Gingras, made the biggest

news of all.
READ MORE

2,000 TRAINING VICTORIES FOR RANDY BICKMORE

When Leave It To Luther (1:53 1/5, $4.20) won the fourth race at Plain-
ridge Park on Tuesday (Oct. 20) afternoon, it vaulted longtime New England
horseman Randy Bickmore to the 2,000th training win of his career.

READ MORE
ANDERSSON HANOVER, I’'M A HUGGER SHINE IN SIMPSON MEMORIAL

The favorites had a rough time of it in each of the two $47,550 divisions
of the Davidia Hanover, the John Simpson Sr. Stake for 2-year-old trot-
ting fillies, on Tuesday afternoon at Pocono Downs at Mohegan Pennsyl-
vania, with photo finishes going to a 11-1 shot (the second choice) over a
21-1 proposition in one cut and a horse sent off at 7-1 just ahead of a 12-1
shot in the other section.

READ MORE

SPEED AWAY, CRISSMAN JR., GIVENS HONORED AS HARRINGTON LEADERS

Harrington Raceway’s 80th season of live harness racing concluded
Wednesday with a 13-race program.

Breakaway Racing and Yorwollohan Racing’s Speed Away ($9, Corey
Callahan) continued his affinity for Harrington Raceway with a 1:55
2/5 win in the $22,500 Open Trot from post eight. Callahan guided the
8-year-old Father Patrick gelding into contention late off a second-over
trip before he charged by favorite Arrowhead Hanover and scored his
11th win of the year. READ MORE
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