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DISCONNECT TO CONNECT FROM SEPTEMBER 9, 10 & 11TH,

Canada’s Invite-Only Technology,
Innovation & Investor Summit.
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“We had no idea how incredibly impactful #firesideconf could be when we eliminated PowerPoint
presentations, microphones, cell phones, and Internet. Given the feedback we received from last
year, we're more excited than ever that this goal of disconnecting to connect’ is a fundamental pillar
of #firesideconf,” said Pulver. “This year we are doubling down on our approach when it comes to
programming by taking incredible advantage of our 750+ acre green space and private lake venue.”

Confirmed speakers (though more speakers will be confirmed in the coming weeks) include:

® Jeff Keni Pulver, co-founder of Vonage / Internet Pioneer
® Brenda Halloran, Mayor of Waterloo, 2006-2014, currently CEO of WEK Effect
| ® Sanjay Singhal, Head of 500 Startups Canada
. ® Mike Katchen, CEO of Wealthsimple
® Julie Perofsky, VP, Customer Strategy at Influitive
- ® Georgia Dow, Senior Editor, iMore.com
| ® Ted Graham, PWC Canada’s Innovation leader

“As far as we know, we're the only tech conference in the world without technology. You simply
cannot create a sustainable, vibrant and world-changing community when your heads are buried in
your devices all weekend,” said Pulver. “We live in the moment. There’s no live tweeting or snap
stories. This creates an incredibly immersive experience for attendees that results in a truly
transformative weekend that ultimately builds and strengthens the innovation landscape.
———————ﬂ
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It's decided. @firesidecont is my new favourite
conference (after @y2youth).
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3 Christian Lassonde ¥ 2 Follow
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#firesideconf @firesideconf was brilliant and
inspiring! The drive back gave me a lot (of
random) stuff to think about.
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Just got back from #firesideconf. Epic.
Outstanding. One day, mark my words, this wil
be a Canadian economic icon. @firesidecont
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Sanjay Singhal
Thanks to & for having me at
An amazing gathering of the* community!
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fireside. Fireside Conference Followin§
J dNo cell phones

No technology

But out in these woodsJ?

You can see
The milky way better than any other place on
earth<JJ
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We came, we saw, we tore up the #firesideconf
dance floor #%. HUGE thanks to @StevePulver &
@daniellevine
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“ On Saturday night, Fireside Conference Co-Founders Steven Pulver and
Daniel Levine announced that Fireside Conference would host an auction-
with a twist. This would be an all-pay auction, in which all bids would be
locked in- so whether you won the 2017 Fireside Conference tickets or not,
you were committed to donating the amount you bid. The energy and
excitement that followed were incredible- the room burst alive with
generous founders, investors and influencers bidding on the tickets and

making donations. »

A\ Fireside Conference has had an extraordinary impact on the community-
with over $10,000 donated to worthy causes, and 7 companies having
donated equity, which will result in significant future donations. We are
humbled to have been a part of this weekend. ?9
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: & dani_mcsmith
o Camp Walden >

¥ 38 likes

dani_mecsmith How can you begin to summarize a
weekend that brought together 200+ of our community's
best and brightest in the most beautiful natural setting?
#firesideconf once again was a whirlwind of inspiring
talks, stories of growth, failure and huge wins, midnight
poutine buffets, cabin dance parties, the chance to raise
over $10K for charity, and opportunities to bond that
aren't otherwise possible in our busy lives. We
disconnected for 3 days to connect to each other and
learn. Can't wait til year 3! Thank you @stevenpulver &
Daniel Levine for allowing us to partake in the magic

it
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BridesMade
Had an amazing time at the @firesideconf this weekend; honoured to have been

surrounded by such an amazing group of people. #firesideconf

Rebel.com ( . : : - /
The Rebel crew had a great time at #firesideconf. Love the pics @izzydoesizzy! i

@firesideconf #camping #arebelwashere

’ Iskender P.S.
vl #firesideconf ' in a nutshell:
2 £ Real, unfiltered people

At
Y a7 ﬂ Fun & friendships
A &l Truth bombs & emotions
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Huge weekend at @firesideconf. Learning, dance 4
parties, new friends, 4am campfires...my heart is

RandomActsOfFitness

Thanks @firesideconf for a great weekend and allowing us to meet so many
amazing people! #firesideconf

Iskender P.S. X 2 Follow

| feel like post #firesideconf is going to be just
like post-camp. Can't stop talking about it for
weeks after.
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jeffkenipulver
Camp Walden »

¥ 57 likes

jeffkenipulver Special thanks to my cousin, Steve Pulver
and Daniel Levine for the opportunity to speak at
#Firesideconf this year. Together they gathered an
amazing community of startups, entrepreneurs,
dreamers, thinkers and doers. A group of people who
have and continue to do some pretty amazing things. |
am grateful for the chance to connect with their

community and to make some new friends along the
way. .
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Daniel for organizing such
is past weekend.
ly inspiring! g 5
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Not a scene from a horror flick, but from
#FiresideConf. More fun than a barrel of movies.
Get your 2017 ticket now!
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In the hews .

WLIY IT MIGHT BE TIME TO SELL YO
WHY LEAVING THE OFFICE (AND CELL

SIGNAL) BEHIND IS GOOD FOR STARTUP
FOUNDERS. ENTREPRENEUR, FP5

UR HOME. P2

CANADA’S BUSINESS VOICE, MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2016

k
One of these retreats is
o Fireside Conference, which
( ' 6tt,l/ n g held its second annual event
two weekends ago. Held at
Camp Walden in Bancroft,
Ont. — a camp for kids dur-
away ing the summer months
— Fireside brings together
investors, entrepreneurs,
Om journalists and startup en-
| thusiasts for a weekend of
° activities. While there are
/Lt all educational components
including keynotes from
notable entrepreneurs like
Wealthsimple founder Mi-
chael Katchen, the main
focus of the weekend is put-
ting down your phone and
disconnecting from the on-
line world in order to make
valuable face-to-face con-
nections.
- Fireside founders Daniel
ERIN BURY Levine and Stephen Pulver
said they started the event
to give entrepreneurs an al-
ternative to traditional con-
ferences, one with activities
like water-skiing, yoga and
campfires on the agenda.
“We knew there was a bet-
| ter way for innovators and
investors to connect in a way
more personal, rewarding
and exciting way;’ the found-
ers said in an interview. “So
we swapped the projector
for the glow of a campfire
and stars, the drink ticket
' for an open bar and the stage
| for a community that comes
together as peers.”
See BURY on FP6

Startup Spotlight

chances are the last time

you truly disconnected
— no email, no phone, no
thinking about your long to-
do list — is a distant mem-
ory. While starting a com-
pany means control over
your own work schedule, it
often means work goes from
9-5 to 24/7. That’s why new
retreats are popping up to
help bring some relaxation,
in-person networking and
| old-fashioned fun to Can-
' adian entrepreneurs.

I f you're an entrepreneur,
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of play

BURY
Continued from FP5

They said Fireside is well
suited to entrepreneurs be-
cause it gives them an immer-
sive program that means they
eat, sleep and socialize with
fellow entrepreneurs and
Kkey stakeholders in a setting
that’s not a boardroom table
or conference venue. Also,
they believe entrepreneurs
often need to be reminded to
slow down and take care of
themselves.

“Some of the younger

" entrepreneurs that join us
think they need to be hust-
ling 24/7, but the more ex-
perienced entrepreneurs and
mentors will tell them the im-
portance of living sustainably
and taking care of themselves
mentally and physically,” Le-
vine and Pulver said. “Taking
a couple days to recharge, re-
focus and form meaningful
relationships can be the very
thing busy founder really
needs.”

This year’s event hosted
more than 250 attendees, and
the team plans to hold events
throughout the year to keep
the Fireside community con-
nected.

For entrepreneurs who
need to truly disconnect from
thinking about their busi-
ness, there’s Camp Reset, an
adult summer camp held at
the Ecology Retreat Centre
outside Toronto. The retreat
was founded by several entre-
preneurs and creative indus-
try players, including serial
entrepreneur Andrew Peek
and the Centre for Social In-
novation’s director of culture,
Adil Dhalla. It’s designed
1o be an escape from every-
day life — attendees adopt
nicknames instead of their
given names, and leave their
phones and Internet connec-
tioms 2t home.

There’s also a rule that
guests aren’t allowed to talk
about their jobs, or ask any-
one else what they do for a
living.

“We were inspired by the
notion of play and just how
absent it had become from
our lives,” Peek said. “We
looked around and realized
we had completely bought
into a hyper-productive cul-
ture where every minute
needed to be spent efficiently
and that lost in that was the
creativity and freedom that
comes from simply doing
things that have no end goal
in mind”

Now in its second year,
Camp Reset expanded to two
weekends this summer with
more than 200 attendees in
total. Ultimately, Peek said,
retreats like this are meant to
help attendees rethink their
priorities — in business and
in life — and come back with
anew take on their business.

“We had a camper leave
a testimonial this year that
quoted Albert Einstein who
said ‘Play is the highest form
of research’ and I think that
really sums up a lot of the
feedback we receive,” Peek
said.

“It’s as if the weekend be-
comes a deeper exploration
of what the heart truly wants,
but never gets a chance to ex-
plore by virtue of living in a
world of productivity hacks.

“That’s not to say people
come home from Reset and
re-route their businesses, but
they do seem to return with
a keen eye for what fills their
cup and several new direc-
tions they hadn’t previously
noticed.”

Financial Post

Erin Bury is managing direc-
tor at 88 Creative, a digital
marketing and design agency
in Toronto.
Twitter.com/erinbury
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

By RYAN KNUTSON

The crowd gasped with oohs
and aahs when Chris Sheldon
pulled his company’s new gad-
get from a silky black bag in
front of hundreds of techies.

“We are very proud
to introduce the least-
‘advanced  NoPhone
ever;” he said at a tech-
nology conference m
Canada this month. The
NoPhone is a plastic
rectangle that looks
like a smartphone but
does absolutely noth-
ing. More than 10,000
have been sold in the

" Hey, Check Out My New Phone!
It Does Absolutely Nothing

Functionless gadgets offer solace to the
screen-weary; no jack, or anything else

Gould, call it the NoPhone Air.

“We took away the head-
phone jack. And then we took
away everything else,” M.
Gould said to the crowd. “It may
look like nothing is in this pack-

aging. But that’s what’s so beau-

tiful about it.”

As millions of peo-
ple around the world
race to buy Apple Inc.’s
new iPhone 7 and wire-
less AirPods head-
phones, Messrs. Shel-
don and Gould are part
of the growing smart-
phone-resistant coun-
terculture. They were
inspired to make the

past two years for NoPhone Air  NoPhone, pitched as “a

about $10 each.

The latest model is even
more refined. It is simply
nothing, delivered in plastic
packaging. Mr. Sheldon and
his business partner, Van

fake phone for people
addicted to real phones,” after
seeing everyone at a rooftop bar
in New York glued to their

smartphones.
Please see PHONE page A10O
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- Scary startup

camplfire stories

. Retreat offers
" hardlessons,
stokes ambition

RiICck SPENCE
Growth Curve

t Camp Walden, a chil-
Adren’s camp on the
shores of Hardwood
Lake, two hours west of Ot-
tawa, in the dog days of sum-
mer, a former entrepreneur
talks about the benefits of
| going bankrupt; the guy who
coined the term “cleantech”
explains why entrepreneurs
have just a few years left to
save the world; and an entre-
preneur-turned-venture-cap-
italist reveals the one word
VCs hate to use.

Clearly, this is no kids’
camp. Fireside Conference,
the second annual wilder-
ness get-together for Can-
adian tech entrepreneurs,
aims to stoke the ambitions
of startups even as it shows
them the true, tooth-and-
claw reality of startup life.

Here are some key Fire-
side takeaways:

Everyone’s winging it. Mike
Katchen, founder and CEO
of Wealthsimple, the fintech
that makes investing cheap-
er and less boring, kicked
off this year’s sessions with
a candid talk by the firepit
at the lake. Despite raising
more than $30 million in
financing in his company’s
first year, Katchen assured
his fellow founders that
many of his decisions are
driven by hunches. “This is
the first time I've done this,”
he said. “I have no idea what
I'm doing half the time”
Cleantech is huge, but it’s
over. The next lakeside
speaker was Nicholas Parker,
a former entrepreneur in
environmental technology
who founded one of the
world’s first sustainable-
investment firms, Cleantech
Group, in 2002.

R T R R R

Parker, managing part-
ner of Toronto-based Global
Acceleration Partners,
thinks the term “cleantech”
is passé, displaced by what
he calls nextech — the
nexus of synergies derived
from the interaction of na-
ture, new media and neuro-
science.

He urged attendees to
combine their business,
tech and data smarts to
create new environmental
solutions in energy, agricul-
ture, waste management,
water, travel and financial
services.

“We're going to see a big-
ger and bigger convergence
of IT and clean,” he said.
Bankruptcy has an upside.
Sanjay Singhal, a serial
entrepreneur turned venture
investor, has just brought

. Silicon Valley-based 500

Startups to Canada. Nearly
20 years ago, he saw an
opportunity to do an end run
around the PDA (Personal
Digital Assistant) industry
by creating a Palm Pilot-
like device that also offered
email. (“Two years before the
BlackBerry;” he jibed.)

Singhal created a
prototype and raised
US$500,000. But then he
blew it all, overspending on
travel and launch parties
while blithely waiting for
more VCs to invest.

Staff warned he was close
to the edge, but he ignored
them. When a key VC re-
neged, Singhal’s company
was insolvent.

“Going bankrupt sucked,”
he said. “But after that it was
one of the best periods of my
life. You realize you don’t
need so much.”

Singhal offered three les-
sons learned from that ex-
perience: Listen to people
who care about your busi-
ness; talk to all potential
investors, not just a few big
VCs; and be paranoid about
cash.

“When things go to hell,
they go really, really fast.”

See SPENCE on FP5
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back in three or four

complexity of businesses

SPENCE
Continued from FPJ

“the best thing you can do is

in a meeting understands

to say No. They don’t want to

show your own vulnerabil-
ity. If leaders can do it, we

Often, they’re scared
to admit they don’t know all can.”

get cut off in case you make everything being said.

it big, Lassonde said.

VCs don’t always tell the
truth. After dinner, Christian
Lassonde, a serial tech entre-

On the other hand, he
said, “If you talk to a VC and what’s being decided and

The potential, however, is

events such as Fireside to

Rothman urged everyone make a difference.

the company.

preneur who learned to code they don’t call you back the that could come back to bite huge for immersive, creative

at age seven, and founded nextday,it’saNo.”
Toronto-based Impression Fear is dangerous; vulner-

Ventures to invest in fintech

BILLY LEE / BELIGHT.CA

Christian Lassonde, a serial tech entrepreneur who

After his speech, Wealth-
simple’s Katchen was asked
what he learned working in

Silicon Valley.

learned to code at age seven, interpreted venture
capitalists more cryptic behaviours.

He concluded the Valley’s
secret sauce is community
— the ability to meet other
founders, potential investors

EFFORT IN CANADA.

WE HAVE TO MAKE A BIGGER

Point 1: “No excuse is too

startups, interpreted VCs’
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