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Verification & 
Fact Checking
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Verification & Fact Checking : Example 

projects.propublica.org/e
lectionbot/



Searching Sources 
& Data 
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Google Search



Google Search
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Advanced Search

Search for this. Not that.

Sometimes finding the specific information you 
need means filtering out what isn’t useful. Adding 
modifiers to your search is a powerful way to 
focus on just what you’re looking for.

Let’s try these searches or use your own queries 
to test out these search modifiers.

jaguar speed -car

Kim Jong Un site:cnn.com

Kim Jong Un site:.gov

related:time.com

cache:time.com

budget filetype:xls
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Google Scholar
A source for sources.

Google Scholar is a search tool that allows you to find 
and explore a wide array of scholarly literature and case 
law, publications and sources for your stories

scholar.google.com

https://scholar.google.com/
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Google Scholar

Let’s say you’re doing a story about voter 
redistricting. 

● Visit scholar.google.com and search for 
“voter redistricting.”

● Your results could include relevant 
papers, opinions and studies from 
educators, lawyers and authors from all 
over the world.

● You can then refine the results by date 
- or even use the left menu to choose 
between Articles and Case law (for the 
US).  

scholar.google.com



Sources include:

● Destatis

● Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

● Asian Development Bank

● World Economic Forum

● World Bank

● Central Statistics Office, Ireland

● United Nations Development Programme

● Europe's Energy Portal

● U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

● Statistics Iceland

● Eurostat google.com/publicdata

Google Public Data: A digital library for researchers.

https://www.google.com/publicdata


Social Verification



Getting It Wrong



firstdraftnews.org

Why originals matter:

1. Usage permission
- Legal
- Ethical

1. Verification
Many checks will be 
meaningless if you are 
not looking at the 
original post or content

1

2
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Evaluate uploaders

• Is content consistent with previous posts in:
- location?
- quality?

• Is there an obvious financial motivation to the content?

• Does the uploader have other online accounts?

• Does the uploader refer to being at the scene?

• Is the content and description consistent with other 
reports you’ve read elsewhere?



firstdraftnews.org

●When was the account set up?

●Check earlier tweets

●Where are they tweeting from?
(Stated location/content of previous tweets)

●Who do they follow? Who follows them?

●Are there links to other social profiles?

●Are profile photos original or from elsewhere?

Evaluating Twitter Accounts
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A number of tools allow detailed searches 
of Facebook.

This is one of the most comprehensive.

* peoplefindThor is a 
less complicated but 
still powerful alternative

Searching Facebook



firstdraftnews.org



Image Search
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Reverse Image Search

You’ve probably used Google to search for images but did 
you know that you can use Google to search by an image?

You can use reverse Image Search to discover:

● Where else the image has shown up online
● When the image showed up in the past
● What images are related to this image
● Verify and fact check images before including them 

in your piece

images.google.com

https://images.google.com/
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Google Image Search: Trump Tower Pyongyang



Google Image Search: Trump Tower Pyongyang





Google Image Search: Search by image

The photos were not taken in 2014, and they 

were not taken in Chicago. The images were 

shot after a severe freeze in Switzerland back in 

2005



Video Verification 



Google Confidential and Proprietary

Verifying with 
Google Translate



Google Translate: Copy/Paste words into Translate.

Copy Paste the title of the video, story or headline into Google Translate. 
Or use a Chrome extension and it’ll appear when you click on your mouse.

translate.google.com

https://translate.google.com/
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Additional Resources



verificationjunkie.com

Resources: Learn more about verifying content on the web

citizenevidence.org

http://verificationjunkie.com/
https://citizenevidence.org/


firstdraftnews.com

Resources: Learn more about verifying content and fact checking

https://firstdraftnews.org/


“In the realm of verification, context 
is king”

“The English-speaking world could 
learn a lot from France to rebuild 

trust in the media”

“Too little too late: The horror of Paris 
proves the media need to debunk 

rumours in real time”



g.co/newstraining lessons

https://newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/


g.co/newstraining

https://newsinitiative.withgoogle.com/training/courses
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University Network

The Network launched in 2015 and now boasts over 220 Universities in 48 
countries as members.  Benefits to joining include:

● Access to a moderated Google Group where members can 
discuss and share best practices on training the journalists of 
tomorrow and reach Google News Initiative staff

● Opportunities to collaborate on projects
● Opportunities to beta test products from Google
● Free training support for professors and students
● Free training collateral and resources on Google tools

To sign up for the University Network, fill out this form at:

bit.ly/GNIunisignup

http://bit.ly/GNIunisignup

